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Basalt Set To Change American Construction 
 
We, in the western states, walk past basalt on almost all of our field trips. Basalt is one of most 
common minerals found on Earth. It is a very common extrusive volcanic rock formed from the 
rapid cooling of basaltic lava exposed at or very near the surface of an eruption. When basalt lava 
flows continually, as in a series shown in this photo, it is called Flood Basalt. 
 
As a new application for construction, basalt-fiber composite reinforcing bar (rebar) could         
potentially replace steel bar in reinforced concrete, providing higher strength and durability in   
areas where corrosion is a problem. Tests of the mechanical characteristics of basalt                
fiber-reinforced concrete specimens have been provided. Even concrete reinforced with coarse 
basalt fiber appears to have a higher level of strength than conventional and glass-fiber reinforced 
concrete. 

 
Story on Page 4 

Photo of lava basalt pahoehoe from 
Basalt Today Magazine March 19, 2017 

Above: What is this remarkable     
mineral? See the article by Paolo  
Sanchez on page 4 ! 
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Program Meetings: 6:45 - 8:45 
PM on the third Tuesday of each 
month  at the Pasadena Central 
Library at 285 E. Walnut Street. 
Doors open at 6pm.  Guests are 
welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month. Refer to the bulletin and 
website for date, location and 
information 
 
Workshop:  The use of the club’s 
equipment is available to members 
from 9am to 5pm on the 2nd Sun-
day of each month in our shop at 
97 E. Montecito Ave., Sierra Madre. 
There are two sessions - 9am to 
1pm and 1pm to 5pm. Equipment 
proficiency is required and instruc-
tion is free. Fees are $3 per session 
or $5 for a full day. Bring lunch! 

Membership per calendar year is only 
$25, $15 for a second adult member in 
the same house.  Junior members and 
the third or more adult members at the 
same house are $10. Initiation fee is 
$2.00 per person and membership 
badges are $9.00. Renewals are due 
by the October General Meeting and 
delinquent after December 1st.  Mail 
checks for membership to P.O. Box 
5025, Pasadena CA  91117-0025. 
 
Website: 
 www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org 
Email:  <pasadenalapidary@aol.com>  
 

Board Meetings: 7:00 PM on the 
first Thursday of the month at Mimi’s 
Café, 500 Huntington Dr, Monrovia 
CA. All members are welcome to 
attend! 
 

Safety:  Liability waivers, eye      
protection, closed-toe-flat-heel shoes 
and machinery safe-practices are 
mandatory for all participants. Work-
shops are for adult members and 
junior members 8 and older with adult   
supervision.  

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 
FAIR USE NOTICE. This publication 

may contain copyrighted material the use 

of which has not been specifically 

authorized by the copyright owner.  

 

We are making such material available in 

our efforts to advance the educational 

understanding of the amateur jewelry 

fabrication and rock collecting hobbies. 

 

We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of 

any such copyrighted material as 

provided for in section 107 of the U.S. 

Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 

publication for commercial or purposes of 

your own that go beyond 'fair use', you 

must obtain permission from the 

copyright owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, P.O. Box 

5025, Pasadena CA 91117-0025 

or by email to pasadenalapidary 

at aol.com 

Meeting started at 7:08pm. Present 
were: E. Ferrell, C. Duncan, J.      
Harrison, L. Nelson, M. Nelson, C. 
Lamarche, E. Weston, C. Kyte, P. 
Lahr, V. Castellano. Absent: J. Goetz, 
M. Goetz, M. Ross, J. Jang. The board 
approved the minutes of the February 
and March meetings ◊ Reports were 
received from the committee chairs. ◊ 
A show recap meeting will be 
scheduled ◊ Options for workshop 
classes were discussed, as were 
options for expanding the use of the 
web site to allow for a blog. ◊  
 

Our webmaster, Mark Nelson, walked 
the members through the features of 
the website - displayed a real-time on 
the big screen. ◊ Paolo Sanchez set up 
a great display table ◊ Ben Shutman 
displayed his massive silver bracelet 
that he made this month. 
 
Ret i r ing Educat ion 
Chair, Ed Imlay, gave 
the “mineral basics” talk 
that he has given to 
school and civic groups 
so successfully over the years. There 
were a lot of “hands-on” samples for 
members to touch and see up-close.  

April  Meeting 

Officers 
 

Ellen Ferrell,  President 
(727) 512-0381 

<Ellenbf2007@aol.com> 
 

Mona Ross, Vice President 
(626) 437-0150 

<mlr.attofgrat@gmail.com> 
 

Mark Nelson, Secretary 
(909) 996-1784 

<Mnelsonair@aol.com> 
 

Linda Nelson, CPA, Treasurer 
  (909) 851-4407 

<Lnelsn@verizon.net> 
 

Joe Goetz, Federation Director 
(626) 914-5030      

<joenmar1@verizon.net> 

April Board Meeting                 
by Mark Nelson, Secretary 

 President’s Message 

Dear Members, 
 

It is good to be up and around 
on my feet after my long   
recovery from my fall. Thank 
you for all your well wishes 

and assistance during this agonizing time.  
 
We had a great field trip to Lavic Siding and 
the South Cady’s in March. While we were at 
South Cady’s collecting some great jasper, 
other rockhound friends were at North Cady’s 
collecting some very beautiful, colorful agate.  
Maybe that will be in our future as well! 
 

We had great attendance at the Board 
meeting and at the workshop. Ed Imlay did 
an outstanding job with his class on    
making a bracelet. Those who attended 
his class were very happy with their    
creations and happily showed them to me 
on their way out the door. Thank you, Ed! 
 
In May, Phil Lahr will be doing a workshop 
class in chain making. He did a chain, 
previously, and everyone really enjoyed 
his class. This will be a different chain - so 
make plans to attend! 
 
I would like to commend Paolo Sanchez 
for taking over the meeting Display table 
and Joan Harrison for leading our        

education outreach from Ed Imlay after his 
retirement from these jobs. They are doing an 
excellent job and Ed has been a great        
instructor to get them on track.   
 
Thank you Carolyn Duncan and Mark Nelson 
for organizing the rock sale for those who 
helped move the large rock donation last year - 
and a big debt of gratitude to Victor Castellano 
for allowing the club to use his building for 
storage of the rocks and equipment donations.    
 
Please note: the workshop has been changed 
to first Sunday, May 7th because the second 
Sunday is Mother’s Day. 
 

Ellen Ferrell,   President 

 

April Program Meeting 
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Meeting and General Society Information 

The Annual Club Show is held the 
second weekend of March at the 
Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington 
Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card size 
ad is available for $99 per year or 
$10 per edition.  Submit text, logos, 
business card or other copy to the 
editor at the address or email listed 
on this page. 

May Program Meeting 

ROCKHOUND RAMBLINGS 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY 

Come early at 6 p.m. and enjoy coffee 
and light refreshments by Cindy        
Lamarche’s Hospitality Committee. Bring 
rocks and minerals for identification! The 
display table is for members to show 
items they have collected at recent field 
trips or in their travels.   

Dick and Mary Pat Weber are         
presenting Septarian Nodules Deposits 
of Southwest Utah. The Webers are 
retired exploration geologists who have 
worked and traveled extensively 
throughout North America, Australia and 
New Zealand. During these travels they 
have been granted special access to 
many mines and unique geologic areas. 



EDUCATIONAL  OUTEACH  

By Joan Harrison 
Chair, Education Committee           

 
It’s a great time to schedule a popular rock and 
mineral presentation for your favorite school, home 
education, church, community, or youth group.  To 
schedule a special educational presentation by one 
of our experienced club members, please contact 
me at (323) 662-3074 or at 

            <so_lartech551@yahoo.com>. 
 
Special Thanks to Janie Duncan, who gave a rock and mineral presentation 
to students at Emperor Elementary School in San Gabriel. 
 
Identification:  Paulo Sanchez will facilitate the I.D. table at our club meet-
ings.  If you’d like to know the name of a rock or mineral you’ve acquired, 
please bring it to the next meeting and set it on the table, beneath the 
“What is This?” sign. Polishing a small section, or carefully “knocking off” a 
small corner of the specimen will provide more clues. 
 
You can also send a photo with good resolution to Paolo at: 
<yosemitepaolo@gmail.com> 
 
Display Table:  You may display items of general interest, workshop pro-
jects and items you’ve collected on field trips. 

      

Joan’s  Corner 

Sunshine:  
Congratulations to PLS member Danielle Sanchez 

(8th Grade)! She and her St. Francis Xavier School 

Academic Decathlon team won 2nd place in the Los 

Angeles competition of 101 schools. Danielle a 

personal 4th place in the Science competition. SFX was awarded 

7th place among all California schools in the Catholic Schools 

Junior High Decathlon and Danielle was awarded 5th place for 

Science! 
The Pasadena Lapidary Society has a Sunshine 
Committee to send cards and words of comfort and 
support and congratulations to our  members who 
are in need or who are deserving of it.  Help me 
recognize them!  …  Cindy Lamarche. 

Welcome  

New Members !! 

The Society is continually seeking new members, ideas and enthusi-
asm to assist us in sharing the enjoyment and understanding of earth 
sciences. We welcome our newest members - Catherine Considine 
and John Doyle!  
 
Share the lapidary and jewelry hobby! Invite your friends and neighbors 
to one of our monthly meetings to learn more about the Pasadena  
Lapidary Society!  Give us the name and address of someone who 
might be interested and we’ll send them a complimentary bulletin!  

WORKSHOP  
This Month’s Workshop (May 7th) 9am. Program = Chainmaille Bracelet  

Philip Lahr will instruct on how to make a captured-bead 
chain bracelet. This is a relatively easy jump ring project that 
uses some amazing geometry to hold a bead without any 
physical attachment. For those interested, there will be an 
opportunity to combine this technique with some of the skills 
Ed taught in April to assemble matching earrings. We will 
start at 10 and finish within 2 hours.  

 
Materials for the first 20 students will be      
supplied. If you wish to bring your own, we will 
be working with 18 gauge, 0.25 inch ID rings 
and 6mm round beads. Bring two sets of jewelry 
pliers (bent or round nose and chain nose), wire 
cutters and magnification. Some extra pliers will 
be available. If you have a 9 by 12 inch piece of 
vellux bring it - as it is a good surface pad to use with beads or jump rings so that 
beads don't roll away. A light color is good for dark beads. ◊ Members are 
welcome to work on their own projects, to peruse the Library and to work on the 
History display case.  
 
Park on the street or in the parking lot on the east side of the building and enter 
through the walkway on the west side of the building. 
 
New and current members who have not received our new safety orientation are 
required to do so prior to participating in workshop 
events. The safety orientation will start at 9:15am. 
Please contact me to schedule your orientation at: 909-
593-2781 or at <gem.quest@verizon.net>. 
 
……... Carolyn Duncan, Workshop Chair 

Program Meeting Refreshments:  
 
Program Meeting Refreshments — Thanks to 
Elizabeth Weston, David and Bonnie Lacy for 
bringing refreshments to the April meeting! Ed & 

Corinne Imlay and Mona Ross are scheduled for the May     
meeting!  To volunteer to bring light refreshments - contact 
me at  (626) 833-8710 or by email at 
 <grammiecyn@verizon.net> .…. Cindy Lamarche  

ROCK OF THE MONTH PRESENTATION   
 
This month I will present my insights into one of my    
FAVORITE rocks — Beryl ! 
 
The ROTM is a fun way to share a rock, gem or mineral 
that you find interesting. It doesn’t have to be fancy, just 5 

minutes or so. Remember, if it is interesting to you it will be interesting 
to all of us!  
 
To be scheduled to talk about an interesting rock or mineral 
at an upcoming meeting, sign up at the monthly meeting or 
email me at: <mlr.attofgrat@gmail.com> 

                                                               …….Mona Ross  
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Be one of the growing number of our followers on 
Twitter!  

https://twitter.com/pasalapidary 
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Basalt to Revolutionize American Construction 
by Mark Nelson, Pasadena Lapidary Society 

 
The November, 2015, issue of Archaeology Magazine illustrated the 
damage done to buildings on the Acropolis by being reinforced with 
iron and basic cement in the 1800's. The iron rusted, expanded, and 
cracked the ancient marble building blocks. Bridges in our country are 
slowly being weakened by rust-related deterioration.  Now, the science 
and building industries are joining to welcome a new era in building  
construction! This is occurring as a result of that very common and  
mostly overlooked rock called Basalt. Basalt is a hard, black vol-

canic rock with less than about 52 weight percent silica 

(SiO2). Common minerals in basalt include olivine, pyroxene, 

and plagioclase.  

Basalt fiber is made from a single material — crushed basalt, from  
carefully chosen quarry sources. Basalt of high acidity (over 46% silica 
content) and low iron content is considered desirable for fiber produc-
tion. Unlike other materials, such as glass fiber, essentially no other 
materials are added. The basalt is simply washed and then melted.  
 
The manufacture of basalt fiber requires the melting of the quarried 
basalt rock at about 1,400 °C (2,550 °F). The molten rock is then  
extruded through small nozzles to produce continuous filaments of 
basalt fiber. The fibers typically have a filament diameter of between 9 
and 13 µm (micrometers) 
which is far enough above the 
respiratory limit of 5 µm to 
make basalt fiber a suitable 
replacement for asbestos. The 
fibers also have a high elastic-
ity rating, resulting in excellent 
specific strength - three times 
that of steel. Studies completed 
in recent years show that   
taking this common mineral and mixing it with a resin polymer and 
cement will produce a very strong and lightweight product that does 
not rust, is fireproof and biodegradable! 
 
In Italy, where earthquakes of a magnitude of 6 have been occurring  
for the last 15 years, tests have been completed on reinforced building 
panels. Panels reinforced with steel mesh and panels reinforced with 
basalt mesh were tested on a special device that simulates earth  
tremors with a magnitude of 6 points. The panels  reinforced with mesh 
proved to be the strongest. According to the  scientists, this experi-
mental research is important for Italy, as the country has a lot of build-
ings that need to be strengthened in case of an earthquake. Basalt 

mesh can be used to strengthen walls made of any material type, scien-
tists stress. It is equally suitable for Turkey, where there are many con-
crete structures, and for the countries of South America, which need to 
find methods of strengthening walls made of compacted soil and adobe. 
And the Italians can use this chance to  protect the ancient monuments 
of architecture! 
 
Last year the Moscow Composite Cluster reported that a few major 
Moscow developers started to use basalt fiber mesh to increase the 
durability of masonry and improve the thermal efficiency of external 
walls. 
In our country, Basalt America announced in February that they will  

begin production of basalt fiber reinforced polymer (BFRP) rebar to be 
used in the reinforcement of concrete. The Basalt Manufacturers cite 
tests that show basalt to be 2½ times stronger than steel, similar in price 
as coated steel, one-quarter the weight, environmentally sustainable, 
and made here in America! They believe that the use of BFRP can open 
a new chapter in construction in the U.S., including a vastly reduced 
need to redo infrastructure and zero, or close to zero, maintenance 
costs over time. 
 
So – the next time you go wandering over a lava field in search of a nice 
mineral specimen and wish that the old basalt wasn’t there to trip over – 
remember  — today’s bane may be tomorrow’s bonanza! 
 
Sources: Wikipedia, Basalt Today magazine,  the University of Vermont and              
sciencedirect.com. 

Mining Supplies and Rock Shop 
9565 “C” Street, Suite K, Hesperia, CA 

(760) 244-9642   www.miningsuppliesandrockshop.com  

We carry a good selection of gold panning equipment, dry washers, gold pans, 
metal detectors, tumblers, rock saws, polishing equipment, lost wax casting, 
soldering silver and gold jewelry.  

We buy and sell gold and silver and carry a nice supply of rocks 
and minerals, jewelry, findings, tumbled glass and rocks, rock slabs and cabs, 

silver wire and sheet, beads, and more. 

We Support Lapidary Clubs! Monthly Field Trips ! 

Extruded Basalt 
Fibers 

Common Basalt 

Rebar made with extruded Basalt fibers 

Testing the breaking 
strength of beams made 
with Basalt Fibers 

Standard steel reinforcing bars (rebar) 

javascript:void(0)
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Armando Pedroza 
Pasadena Lapidary Society 

www.forestandsun.com 

Full Tree Services, Property Maintenance, Land-
scape Design and Installation, Hardscape Ser-
vices, Petrified wood features, Retaining Walls, 
Driveways, Water Features, Outdoor Kitchens - 
and more!  References and photos. 
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Right and below: This is the detail of the 
massive silver bracelet created by Ben 
Shutman. Ben wore the finished piece 
(shown at left) to the April program      
meeting! 

Member Creations 

 Y2K Jewelers 

917 W. Arrow Highway 

San Dimas, CA 91773 

(909) 592-4200 

What is this gemstone? Is it real or imitation? Identification is a free 
service for lapidary club members! This 3rd generation family manu-
factures their own jewelry designs, as well as selling estate and    
antique jewelry. They repair your old or broken jewelry in the store.  At 
Y2K Jewelers they strive to make high quality, beautiful jewelry. Come 
in today to be blown away by the displays of beautifully unique jewelry! 
Bring this bulletin for a special Lapidary Society discount! 

Send a 
photo of 

your creation by text to 
909.996.1784 or by email to 

PLS To Display At National Show 
The National Gem and Mineral Show is June 9th, 10th and 11th at the 
Ventura County Fairgrounds. With your help, the Pasadena Lapidary 
Society will enter a Society Display Case in the show! 
 
We are asking that members select ONE nice item that they have 
made to exhibit in the display case. We need to hear from you by mid-
May! Then we will have until the end of May to pick up your item, or 
have you bring it to a Society event for collection and a receipt. 
 
Ferdie Sanchez is coordinating our entry in the show.  Please contact 
him to describe the item that you would like to add to the display. Give 
him a description and size. He will make a display label and help you 
get the item collected. He may want to use your name with the item -- 
Ferdie will let you know what the rules say for the category that he will 
select for us. 
 
Ferdie Sanchez  818-559-8658  <fdjpsanchez@yahoo.com> 
 
 

Activities, Tips and Information 

Enormous Fossilized Shark Teeth  
Wash Up on North Carolina Shores 

Sarah Begley, Time.com 
Oct 24, 2015 

Beachgoers in North Carolina have been finding ancient surprises on 
their walks along the shore: 6-inch-long fossilized teeth from enor-
mous sharks that swam the oceans up to 15 million years ago. The 
specimens have been found in North Topsail Beach and Surf City, 
local NBC affiliate WITN reports. Experts believe they were recently 
uncovered from under the ocean floor after storms hit the area. 
 
The teeth, large enough to cover an adult's entire palm, hint at the 
size of the animal they're from: using estimations based on the tooth-
to-body length ratio of modern sharks, experts believe these 6-inch-
long teeth would come from a 60-foot-long extinct Megalodon shark. 
 

O
n the lighter side…

. 



FIELD  TRIPS 

Kramer Junction And Beyond ! 
May 27th thru 29th, 2017 

Kramer Junction is always a great field trip and 
a great camping spot to explore nearby areas such as 
the Princess Pat Mine and other area Tungsten mines, 
Opal Mountain, North Edwards or Castle Butte. So - you 
know it's not going to be boring! There is great collecting 
right there at the junction as well. There are moss and 

flower agates as well as jasper, some petrified palm and opalite. Typically, 
not 30 feet away from where we camp, are some of the widest seams of 
agate I have ever seen. There is a large area to explore and - who knows 
what we’ll find? The best stuff has been found when we were “lost” ! 
 
This can be done in a single day, but it is much more enjoyable to be there 
each day of the trip. It is really nice to be camping there, because - when 
you wake up - you are there! It is really neat to walk around with a cup of 
coffee and find rock. You can relax and not worry about making it to camp 
before the group leaves to head out to explore and collect choice material. 

 
The time to be in camp is before 8:30 a.m., because that’s when you’ll find 
out where we are going and what will be collected. If, by chance, you are a 
little late - call on the cell and let us know. This way then we could wait by 
the road for you to show up.  The trip leader phones are: Jay - (626) 602-
5849 or Joe - (626) 260-7239. There are maps, directions, lodging options 
and tips on the calendar page of the web site.   It could just happen that we 
all might be “popping wheelies” on the way home ! 
  
                      Somewhere in California driving in circles 
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FEDERATION  NEWS                      
By Joe Goetz 

Calling All Kids — and Adults 
to Enter Displays in the CFMS/AFMS Show 

By Jim Brace-Thompson 

Exhibiting is fun! It lets us share what we’ve found, 
bought, or made. When displaying at a gem show, we 
not only get to show off our own collections and    
handiwork but also to learn from others, seeing display 

techniques, getting advice, sharing tips, and forging bonds of friendship 
through mutual interests. 2017 brings a special bonus: the opportunity 
to compete not just in a local club show or a regional CFMS show, but 
the combined regional and national CFMS/AFMS Show & Convention 
taking place June 9-11 in Ventura, California. The national show rotates 
to California only once every seven years, so this is the year to take the 
plunge and enter a display. An outstanding exhibit can earn you both a 
regional CFMS trophy and a national AFMS trophy! 
 
For an application and more information - or to read the CFMS     
Newsletter - see the website at:  <www.cfmsinc.org/> 

 

Rockhound Soap Box — by John Martin 
Conservation & Legislation Chair  

The 2017 AFMS Convention and show is being held 
in Ventura, California in June. An issue has been raised and should be 
brought to the attention of Exhibitors and Dealers planning on attending 
the event. That issue is IVORY. While Ivory has been banned for many 
years by the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies for display 
in competitive exhibits Ivory has been seen at several shows this last 
year. While in some states local Ivory laws exclude the ownership and 
sale of fossil and extinct Ivory, the state of California in 2015 passed an 
Ivory Law (Assembly Bill No. 96) that became effective in July 2016. 
The California Ivory Law bans all Ivory including Fossil and Extinct 
Ivory.  If Ivory is displayed in California and observed by State officials 
and or a Fish and Wildlife Game Warden it may (most probably) be 
confiscated and citations written to the owner. So if you own Ivory keep 
it in your homes and out of display in public and please do not bring it to 
California for the 2017 CFMS/AFMS Convention and show.   
More information on state and federal Ivory laws may be found on the 
American Lands Access Association (ALAA) Website. 
 <www.amlands.org/478667.html>.   

CFMS - California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

The answers to this month’s quiz can be found in this bulletin or on the Internet. 
The first Adult and Junior Member to correctly answer this question will win a   
special prize at the next Program Meeting.  Email your answer to the Society’s 
email address:  <pasadenalapidary@aol.com>.    

Members:  
Who refused to shake the hand of the famous U.S. gold 
medal winning athlete whose photo is on the bulletin’s 

calendar page for May 1st ? 

AFMS - American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

Congratulations to Alyson Nishimura , Kyle Bright and Ferdie 
Sanchez for knowing that of the three mineral descriptions listed 
in the April bulletin, only Garnet variety almondite was an actual 

mineral description.  
 
Prizes were awarded at the April program meeting! 

Joe Goetz 
Field Trip Chairman 

ROCKHOUND RAMBLINGS 
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Editor’s Quiz  

Joe Goetz  

SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW EVERYTHING ? 
 The last time that water rushing over Niagara Falls froze was 

in January 2014. It froze twice that month. 

 The words “racecar”, “kayak” and “level” are the same 

whether they are read left to right or right to left 

(palindromes). 

 There are 293 ways to make change for a dollar. 

 There are more chickens than people in the world. 

 There are only four words in the English language which end 

in "dous": tremendous, horrendous, stupendous, and        

hazardous. 

 There are two words in the English language that have all 

five vowels in order: "abstemious" and "facetious." 

 Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur! 



May 
5 - 7: YUCAIPA – Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society, Yucaipa Music & Arts Festival, Yucaipa 
Blvd and Adams Street. Hours: Fri 6 - 9; Sat 12 - 
10, Sun 12 - 6. www.yvgms.org 
 
6 - 7: ANAHEIM – Searchers Gem & Mineral Society, Brookhurst 
Community Center, 2271 W. Crescent Avenue. Hours: Sat 10 - 5; 
Sun 10 - 4:30. www.searchersrocks.org 

12 - 14: COSTA MESA – Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
OC Fair & Event Center; 88 Fair Dr; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
$7 Admission, Children under 11 free; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, miner-
als & much more at manufacturer’s prices.  Exhibitors from around 
the world will be on site. Free passes at http://gemfaire.com/event/
costa-mesa-ca-6/  
 
June 2 - 4: LA HABRA – North Orange County Gem & Mineral So-
ciety, La Habra Community Center, 101 W. La Habra Blvd. Hours: 
Fri 5 - 8; Sat & Sun 10 - 5. www.nocgms.com 
 
June 3 - 4: GLENDORA – Glendora Gems, Goddard Middle School, 
859 E. Sierra Madre Avenue. Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4. Email: 
<ybidwell2@aol.com> 

Library 

UOP 

Club shows are a great source for lapidary material! Please plan to attend 
one of the lapidary club shows listed on this page, and wear your club 
badge, shirt or vest when you do!  - Editor  
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Member - To - Member 
 
FREE Homedics back massage pillow. Like new. Linda Nelson 
909.851.4407 ◊  Hawaiian bags by Mary Kirmil . Perfect gifts for 
a Rockhound!  www.maliakeibags.com ◊ FREE Taking the  

mystery out of Reverse Mortgages - free evaluation and consulting. Bruce       
Lamarche (626) 201-8710 or <blamarche@verizon.net> ◊ Jim Gersbach buys lots of 
gems, beads, coins and stamps <tenomo@netscape.net> - buy sell and trade! ◊ 
Favorite Field Trip Guide of the Los Angeles Gem Hunters. Rare edition of forgotten 
collecting locations from the 1960’s - only $15. Mark Nelson (909) 996-1784 
<mnelsonair@aol.com> ◊ Book: The Life and Times of Laurel and Hardy - written 
by PLS member Nick Taminich. Available on Amazon.com from $9 - $13. 
 
 
 
 
 
Members are welcome to place a FREE message for items or services wanted, for 
sale or for trade. Email submissions to:   <pasadenalapidary@aol.com> or by fax to 
(909) 394-1276.  

Articles, illustrations and photographs printed in this bulletin are as credited to their author.  
Items not so credited are written or provided by the Editor and are not an expression of the 
Pasadena Lapidary Society.  Photographs and illustrations not credited are from the public 
domain or from the Editor and are used for educational purposes.  Articles and photographs 
submitted for publication are welcome and must  be received by the 15th of the prior month. The 
Editor reserves the right to edit  or reject any article submitted for publishing. 

Look for 
the gem 
shows 
symbol 
in the 
calendar on page 8. 
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TIPS, HINTS AND SAFETY 

Interesting Desert Exploration Web Sites 
Dave Kelty, Pasadena Lapidary Society 

 

Here are two good sites you will enjoy! 
 
http://www.desertusa.com/ 
Desert USA, a site with places to go and things to see. DesertUSA 
explores the southwestern deserts and ecosystems. Many articles 
about what you can do and find in the deserts.  
 
http://www.dzrtgrls.com/ 
DzrtGrls website. Come along and join the ladies as they explore 
mines, ghost towns, rockhounding spots, petroglyphs, geocaching 
and metal detecting sites. Their 'trips' page is your gateway to 
exploring the desert southwest.  
 
 
David Kelty is the renowned author of The GPS Guide to Western 
Gem Trails. This handy guide is a complementary book of GPS coor-
dinates (and more) to the popular Gem Trails series of books and 
other well-known collecting books which list the best rock mineral and 
fossil collecting sites for AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, TX, UT, 
WA and WY. There are GPS coordinates for over 1360 locations,  
plus a Major Waypoints section for major cities and junctions — and 
lists of national parks and monuments and other places of special 
interest. A listing of government agencies, rock and mineral societies 
and a comprehensive index make this an indispensable tool for   
collectors using GPS to locate hard-to-find collecting sites. Each book 
includes features, photos, maps, and a overview of each state's   
geologic and mining history. His book is available at Amazon.com. 

Carpet City 
Carpet ∞ Tile ∞ Hardwood ∞ Laminate 

 

 

Special  

Financing 

Available. 

Discounts to    

members of the  

Pasadena Lapidary 

Society! 

Free  

Estimates! 

Basem Jibrin, Member 
Pasadena Lapidary Society 

(909) 392-2200  

Save used postage stamps for the CFMS!  
 
Why throw away these mini works of art?  Former 

CFMS President Dick Pankey leads the Federation’s effort to help 
fund the cure for cancer through the donation of used postage 
stamp for international collectors.  Give them to our Federation 
Director, Joe Goetz, at any Society function! 

XL T-Shirts have arrived! Society T-Shirts, hats and vests are 
available to our members through Marcia Goetz, Membership 
Chair.  Vests = $10, T-Shirts = $15, Hats = $11 and replacement  
member badges = $9 (specify either magnet or pin mount). 

Phone: 626-914-5030 or Email: <joenmar1@verizon.net>  
 
Put the PLS logo on YOUR shirt, bag or jacket! TAS (The Advertising Special-
ists) now have our digital logo and they can print or embroider our logo on your 
item. Cost is very reasonable. Ask for Leah – 841 E Rte 66, Glendora, CA 
91740  (626) 966-4770. 

Your message here 



Pasadena, California  

U.S.A. 

Founded  1947 

 

MAY 
2017 

Pasadena Lapidary Society, Inc. 
Bulletin Editor: 
1475 Paseo Maravilla 
San Dimas, CA  91773-3908 

First Class 

Mail 

RETURN  SERVICE 

REQUESTED 
OUR MISSION  

The Pasadena Lapidary Society serves to educate its    
members and the community in mineralogy, earth 
sciences and training in the lapidary and jewelry arts – 
while promoting sound mineral resource stewardship 
based on environmental awareness and ethical   
behavior.  The Society fulfills its mission year-round 
which may include field trips, lapidary workshops, 
outreach presentations, public mineral displays, an 
annual show and monthly informational meetings open 
to the public. 

The Pasadena Lapidary Society is affiliated with the California and 

American Federations of Mineralogical Societies.  Our editor is a    

member of the Special Congress Representing Involved Bulletin Editors. 
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May 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Workshop 

 Program  Meeting 

Full Moon 

New 
Moon  

Field Trip  
to Kramer Junction 

Mt. St. Helens 1980 

First Telegraph Message 
1844 

Eta Aquarids 
Meteor Shower  

Memorial Day 
We Remember 

American 

Hero 

Archie 

Williams 

born 1915 

Battle of Puebla 1862 

Homestead Act 1862 

1881 Clara Barton Founds the 
American Red Cross 

 President John F. Kennedy 
born May 29, 1917 


