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The Abalone is a member of sea snails of the haliotid family.  It is found in the coastal waters of every 
continent, except the Pacific coast of South America, the East Coast of the United States, the Arctic, 
and Antarctica. The majority of abalone species are found in cold waters, such as off the coasts of New 
Zealand, South Africa, Australia, Western North America, and Japan.  The beautiful shell of this crea-
ture has been used to make jewelry. The meat (foot muscle) of the abalone is used for food, and the 
shells of abalone are used as decorative items and as a source of mother of pearl for jewelry, buttons, 
buckles, and inlay.  Abalone shells have been found in archaeological sites around the world, ranging 
from 75,000 year old deposits at Blombos Cave in South Africa to historic abalone middens on        
California's Northern Channel Islands.  On the Channel Islands abalones were harvested by Native 
Americans for at least 12,000 years. Worldwide, abalone pearls have also been collected for centuries, 
as shown in the photo on page 5.  At this monthôs program meeting Lu & Sandy Alvarez, artists of ABA-
LONE KING, will show us a new world of nature's art with their spectacular jewelry made from this sea 
creature's amazing shell. 
 
Photo courtesy of The Abalone King 
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Program Meetings: 6:45 - 8:45 PM 
on the third Tuesday of each month  
at the Pasadena Central Library at 
285 E. Walnut Street. Doors open 
at 6pm.  Guests are welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month. Refer to the bulletin and 
website for date, location and info.  
 
Workshop:  The use of the clubôs 
equipment is available to members 
from 9am to 5pm on the 2nd Sun-
day of each month in our shop at 
123 E. Montecito Ave., Sierra 
Madre. There are two sessions - 
from 9am to 1pm and 1pm to 5pm. 
Equipment proficiency is required 
and instruction is free. Fees are $3 
per session or $5 for a full day. 
Bring lunch! 

 

Membership per calendar year is only 
$20, $15 for a second adult member in 
the same house.  Junior members and 
the third or more members at the same 
house are $10. Initiation fee is $2.00 
per person and membership badges 
are $7.50. Renewals are due by the 
October General Meeting and delin-
quent after December 31st.  Mail 
checks for membership to P.O. Box 
5025, Pasadena CA  91117-0025. 
 
Website: pasadenalapidarysociety.org 
 
Email:  pasadenalapidary@aol.com  
 
Board Meetings: 7:15 PM on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month at the Ply-
mouth Campus of the Monrovia Adult 
School. Map and directions are on the 
website. All members are welcome to 
attend! 

Safety:  Liability waivers, eye      
protection, closed-toe-flat-heel shoes 
and machinery safe-practices are 
mandatory for all participants. Work-
shops and field trips are for adult 
members and juniors with adult   
supervision.  

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain copyrighted 

material the use of which has not 
been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 
We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the 
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting hobbies. 

 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair 

use' of any such copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 
107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 
publication for commercial or 

purposes of your own that go 

beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 
permission from the copyright 

owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair@aol.com 

Officers/Directors present: Carolyn 
Duncan, Ed Imlay, Jennifer Jang, 
Chris Kyte,  Linda Nelson, Mark 
Nelson, Martha Wilson & Elizabeth 
Weston. Absent: Joe Goetz,  
Marcia Goetz. The Board voted to 
hold a show in 2016. New mem-
bers were approved. Approved a 
refund to Cheri George for her 
show booth. 
 
 A full report of the meeting is 
available on the Member Tools 
page of the web site.  

     How The Earth Was Made - 
Martha Wilson showed this award-
winning History Channel video 
about the creation of our planet 
over 4 billion years ago! 
 
     Ed Imlay, Chris Kyte and Crys-
tal Drysdale had items to display 
on the display table and Rex Nishi-
mura had a strange mineral or 
fossil that his family found and 
could not identify.  It was so un-
usual that it stumped the other 
members! 

April  Meeting  

Officers 
 

Marcia Goetz, President 
(626) 914-5030 

joenmar1@verizon.net 
 

Martha Wilson, Vice President 
(626) 798-9085                          

marthaansley@gmail.com 
 

Linda Nelson, CPA 
Secretary/Treasurer 

(909) 592-1322 
(909) 394-1276 Fax 
lnelsn@verizon.net 

April  Board Meeting                 
by Linda Nelson, Secretary 

 Presidentõs Message 

Dear Members,  
 
May flowers are beautiful, 
but unless you dry them 
they donôt last long! 
Rocks, on the other hand, 
can be very beautiful 

also. They can inspire us to create some-
thing with them which will, hopefully, last 
forever.  
 
Iôm reminded of this today as I have been 
choosing slabs and tracing out where I 

would cut cabs from the pieces. The 
subtle shading and banding in some is 
totally different from the bold colors in 
others!  
 
Nature certainly has an eye for beauty 
and it is fun to coax the best from the 
slab! This is one of the reasons we are 
drawn to our hobby of working with 
stones in various ways.  
 
At the workshop we have some slabs 
available for our members to choose 
from to create a cabochon or cabo-
chons. Working at the shop with some-

one who is accomplished can give you 
experience and can help you make a cab 
or start you on a project you will treasure. 
 
For those making projects, who better to 
give one to but Mom!! Since Motherôs Day 
falls in May it is a good time for such a gift. 
 
Iôm looking forward to seeing you all at the 
May program meeting! 
 

 éé.. Marcia 
               Marcia Goetz, President 

 

May Program Meeting 
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Meeting and General Club Information 

The Annual Club Show is held the 
second weekend of March at the 
Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington 
Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card size 
ad is available for $99 per year or 
$10 per edition.  Submit text, logos, 
business card or other copy to the 
editor at the address or email listed 
on this page. 

April Program Meeting 
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     Mary Kirmil will present a talk on 
Plasma Jasper and Lu & Sandy 
Alvarez, artists of ABALONE KING, 
will show us a new world of nature's 
art with their spectacular jewelry 
made from Abalone Shell. 
     The display table is available for 
members to show items they have 
collected at recent field trips or in 
their travels are welcome to bring 
rocks and minerals for identification.  
     Come early at 6pm and enjoy 
coffee and refreshments by Trudy 
Kroseôs refreshments committee. 



EDUCATIONAL  OUTEACH  

By Ed Imlay 
Chair, Education Committee           

 
On 03/19/15, I gave a talk at the meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Altadena. On 04/01/15, Jennifer 
Nishimura and I participated in a "Science Day" 
evening at Franklin Elementary in Altadena. On 
04/17/15, I visited a class at E. O. Lawrence Ele-

mentary in Garden Grove. To schedule my special educational presentation 
to your group or school contact me by phone at (626) 286-8215 or by email 
at edimlay@hotmail.com.  
 
Identification: Would you like to know the name of a rock you have      
acquired? Set it on the table at the rear of the meeting room with a note 
asking ñWhat is this?ò  
 
Display Table: For the Program meeting, please display any items of gen-
eral interest, especially: workshop projects and items you collected at the 
field trip, or the monthôs birthstone.  For fun, wear something to the  
meeting containing this monthõs birthstone - Emerald!   

      

Edõs Corner 

Ed Imlay at a local school 

Sunshine:  Our newest member, Karen 
Zaterman, passed away suddenly on April 
27th after successfully winning a long war 
with cancer. They were shopping for a SUV 
and looking forward to collecting trips with 
the Society and to their first Program Meet-
ing. Ð Sylvia Cliffe is recovering from the 

successful removal of a benign tumor. Ð Joe Goetz underwent 
foot surgery on April 28th.  Our thoughts and prayers are with 
them! 
 
The Pasadena Lapidary  Society has a Sunshine Committee to send cards 
and words of comfort and support and congratulations to those members 
who are in need or are deserving of it.  Notify Trudy Krose at 323-664-9598 
or by email at - mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 

Welcome  

New Members !! 
Welcome to our new members - Christina Fandino, an artist and 
actor; Cedric Panganiban, an actor; Mako Koiwai, a cameraman 
and Karen Zaterman, a technical writer. 
 
  Share the lapidary and jewelry hobby! Invite your friends and 
neighbors to one of our monthly meetings to learn more about the 
Pasadena  Lapidary Society!    

WORKSHOP  
This Monthõs Workshop Program:   

 
As President Goetz says in her Presidentôs Mes-
sage, making cabochons to bring out the beauty of 
the stones we collect is ñone of the reasons we are 
drawn to our hobbyò.  Since this monthôs workshop 
falls on Motherôs Day and the field trip weekend 
we will have an open projects day. Bring your on-
going projects to work on.  Iôll be available to help 

those who need it. Any 2015 member who has not attended the orientation 
will be asked to do so and to sign the liability waivers.  
 Next month, from 9am until noon, we will have a special class to 
explain to our new members how to select a stone or slab to make a cabo-
chon and how to trim and polish it.  For the full day some of our Kingsley 
North polishing machines will be reserved for 2015 new members, who will 
also have first use of the trim and slab saws.  Please let me know if you will 
attend the class so that we have enough materials on hand.    
 
Note: Members have donated quality rocks and slabs to the Society from 
their collections and in their wills.  These rocks and slabs are to enable 
members to select a piece from which to create a personal work of art at the 
workshop, and are not to be taken from the workshop except as a work in 
progress.  If you want to acquire rock specimens or slabs wholesale please 
speak with me and Iôll refer you to a local show or to retiring members who 
are selling their collected rocks.    

Call me if you have any questions at (909) 593-2781 

Carolyn Duncan 
Workshop Chair 

Meeting Refreshments:  
 
Program Meeting Refreshments ñ Thanks to 
Lisa Griffy and Paolo Sanchez for Aprilôs    
refreshments! Mona Ross, Ed and Corinne 

Imlay have volunteered for the May meeting! 
 
To volunteer to bring refreshments Ð Contact me at (323) 
664-9598 or by email at mikekrose@roadrunner.com. éé. 
éé.. Trudy Krose  

ROCK OF THE MONTH PRESENTATION   
 Mary Kirmil will introduce us to PLASMA AGATE! 
Come and hear about this amazing rock at the rock-
of-the-month talk! To be scheduled to talk about an 

interesting rock or mineral please sign up at the monthly meeting 
or email Martha Wilson. 
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Who first beholds the light of day 

In spring's sweet flowery month of May 

And wears an emerald all her life 

Shall be a loved and happy wife.  

éé.. Gregorian Calendar 

 

Follow us on Twitter!  
 

https://twitter.com/pasalapidary 

MEETING ROOM NEEDED for our Board Meetings.  If you 
know of a place that might allow us to meet on a Tuesday 
evening once a month, please give Marcia Goetz a call at 
(626) 260-7239. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emerald
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Dobell Ranch Petrified Wood 
Holbrook, Arizona 

Great selection and prices on petrified wood! Open daily!   
 
AZ-77 south from the center of Holbrook.  At the intersection of US 180, turn left 
for 12.6 miles.  Turn left at a white sign for the historic visitors museum with a 
drawing of a female deer and a bell (Doe-Bell).  Drive the old paved highway 
lined with petrified wood until it ends at the Dobell Ranch.  Ask for Gordon Do-
bell or Tonya Black!  Fill a 5-gallon bucket with petrified wood or select larger 
pieces for your own museum!  A great weekend trip! 

Show this page or a copy for a Special Rock Club Discount! 

 Tonya Black 
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Collecting Nephrite Jade at Jade Cove 
By Jennifer Nishimura, Pasadena Lapidary Society 

 
Jade is a beautiful stone that is used for carvings, beads, and         
cabochons. Though most jade  comes from Burma, collecting Northern 
California nephrite jade requires little expertise, and even beginners can 
find it at Jade Cove! California nephritic jade is chemically dissimilar to 
jade from south-east Asia, which is known as jadeite.  
 
Here is a finished piece of Northern California nephritic jade from Jade 
Cove. Notice the rough material underneath the stone.  

Beginning collectors use hand tools (rakes 
and hand gardening cultivators) to sift 
through the well-worn pebbles that line the 
shore. Wear knee pads, hat and bring 
small rock collecting bag. Youôll appreciate 
knee pads after a day of foraging and 
theyôll make your pants last longer. This is 
what mine looked like: 
 
The path to the cove is fairly obvious and well worn by multitudes of 
jade hunters, but the final section of the trail is very steep as it descends 
from the plateau to the waves below. At the bottom, the beach is     
covered with marbles-sized rocks constantly pounded by waves which 

 

crash onto the shoreline. Jade is 
constantly moving with the tide and 
regularly washes up onto the shore. 
The best time to hunt is at low tide 
or first light. For the most part, you 
wonôt need a bucket for your finds. I 
use a fanny pack on my belt. Most 
pieces of jade that are found on the 
shoreline are fairly small, like these 
in my gloved hand. 
 

 If you find a big piece, you 
can probably head back to 
camp to celebrate, or you 
can really get serious and 
look for more. I often find 
jade next to large boulders 
or in small crevices - where it 
settles due to its high den-
sity. Small pieces of jade 
can be found by sifting 
through the rocks, as my 
mother is doing in this photo.  
 
More jade is found closer to 

the waves and it is easier to spot when wet rather than dry. At Jade 
Cove jade is a dark green to almost a black color. Its tougher to spot 
the jade when dry because it looks just like the local serpentine. It 
seems, sometimes, that there are a million pieces of serpentine for 
every piece of jade! A scratch test is used to differentiate serpentine 
from jade. This is done by gently pressing down on the surface of the 
stone with a dull steel object. If the rock scratches, it is not nephrite 
jade, and is probably serpentine. I think that Jade Cove is a great 
place to collect gem quality jade.  Though big pieces are hard to find, 
Iôm able to tumble or trim and polish the smaller pieces into very nice 
cabochons for jewelry. I would recommend it to any collector!  
 
Jennifer is a 13 year old Junior Member of the Society ð Editor  


