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As Ed Imlay informs us on page three of this bulletin, Ruby is the birthstone for those born 

in the month of July. May 12th, 2015 marked a historic event in the history of this variety 

of the mineral corundum (aluminum oxide).  After competitive bidding the "Sunrise Ruby" 

from Myanmar, part of a collection of Cartier jewels up for auction, sold for a world     

record $30.33 million at a Sotheby’s auction in Geneva.  This 25.59 carat "pigeon blood" 

ruby set a record for the sale of a ruby and was also a record for a Cartier jewel at auction, 

Sotheby's said. The Sunrise Ruby sale was over three times the previous record price for a 

ruby, according to David Bennett, head of Sotheby's international jewelry division. The 

large, pigeon-blood red ruby "is amongst the rarest of all gemstones, I mean, in 40 years 

I've ever only seen one this color, this size, so they are beyond rare," Bennett said. The 

Sunrise Ruby, which has the rare grading of pigeon's blood color, was hotly contested over 

by two private collectors bidding by telephone, Sotheby's auction house said, declining to 

name the eventual buyer. 

 

Source: ABC News and the Business Insider, US Edition, May 13, 2015 
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Program Meetings: 6:45 - 8:45 PM 
on the third Tuesday of each month  
at the Pasadena Central Library at 
285 E. Walnut Street. Doors open 
at 6pm.  Guests are welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month. Refer to the bulletin and 
website for date, location and info.  
 
Workshop:  The use of the club’s 
equipment is available to members 
from 9am to 5pm on the 2nd Sun-
day of each month in our shop at 
123 E. Montecito Ave., Sierra 
Madre. There are two sessions - 
from 9am to 1pm and 1pm to 5pm. 
Equipment proficiency is required 
and instruction is free. Fees are $3 
per session or $5 for a full day. 
Bring lunch! 

 

Membership per calendar year is only 
$20, $15 for a second adult member in 
the same house.  Junior members and 
the third or more members at the same 
house are $10. Initiation fee is $2.00 
per person and membership badges 
are $7.50. Renewals are due by the 
October General Meeting and delin-
quent after December 31st.  Mail 
checks for membership to P.O. Box 
5025, Pasadena CA  91117-0025. 
 
Website: pasadenalapidarysociety.org 
 
Email:  pasadenalapidary@aol.com  
 

Board Meetings: 7:00 PM on the first 
Thursday of the month at the         
Castellano Building at 401 W. Colorado 

Blvd Monrovia, CA. A map and        
directions are on the website. All 
members are welcome to attend! 

Safety:  Liability waivers, eye      
protection, closed-toe-flat-heel shoes 
and machinery safe-practices are 
mandatory for all participants. Work-
shops are for adult members and 
junior members 8 and older with adult   
supervision.  

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain copyrighted 

material the use of which has not 
been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 
We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the 
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting hobbies. 

 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair 

use' of any such copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 

107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 
publication for commercial or 

purposes of your own that go 

beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 
permission from the copyright 

owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair@aol.com 

Officers/Directors present: Marcia & 
Joe Goetz, Carolyn Duncan, Ed 
Imlay and Chris Kyte. Absent: Mark 
Nelson, Martha Wilson, Jennifer 
Jang, Trudy Krose, Elizabeth Wes-
ton and Linda Nelson. As this was 
our first board meeting at the new 
time and location several members 
had not been able to adjust their 
schedules and there was no quorum.  
 
 A full report of the Society’s board 
meetings is available on the Member 
Tools page of the web site.  

Last month’s DVD by Nanz Aalund 
(Jewelry Workshop - Beginning Level) 
was very informative.  It included  
techniques such as ‘score and fold', 
bent-finger tabs, internal saw cuts and 
basic soldering.  
 
Jared Nishimura displayed his cabo-
chons and explained how he came to 
enter them into the CFMS show.  
Jennifer was congratulated for her 
First Place award.  
 
Members brought their “mystery” rocks 
for identification and a good time was 
had by all! 

April  Meeting 

Officers 
 

Marcia Goetz, President 
(626) 914-5030 

joenmar1@verizon.net 
 

Martha Wilson, Vice President 
(626) 798-9085                          

marthaansley@gmail.com 
 

Linda Nelson, CPA 
Secretary/Treasurer 

(909) 592-1322 
(909) 394-1276 Fax 
lnelsn@verizon.net 

June  Board Meeting                 
by Linda Nelson, Secretary 

 President’s Message 

Dear Members, 
Joe and I attended the 
CFMS show in Lodi on 
June 12, 13 and 14. It 
was a great show (I am 
biased in believing that 
we had an even better 

one in 2014).   Also representing our   
Society were Sylvia Cliffe, Tony and 
Sandie Fender, Mark Nelson, the         
Nishimura family and Jo Anna Ritchey.    
 
A great thing happened at this year's 

show! Jennifer Nishimura got a First 
Place in the Beading Display Competi-
tion! She received a plaque and a blue 
ribbon. Hooray for you Jennifer!!!   
Jared Nishimura entered his favorite 
cabochons into the exhibition section.  
While Jared wasn't in completion his 
participation was acknowledged pub-
licly and applauded by those at the 
awards banquet.   
 
Mark Nelson entered our web site into 
competition and it was judged third of 
all the web sites this year!  He submit-
ted our Year Book for the All American 

Award and it was acknowledged by the 
CFMS and sent to the AFMS for judging.  
We should know how this goes following 
the AFMS convention in October, but you 
can judge it for yourself by downloading it 
from the home page of the web site.   
 
The Pasadena Library will be renovating 
the auditorium we meet in during August - 
so the August Program Meeting will be 
cancelled. We will resume in September.  
Same time, same place! 
 

 …….. Marcia 

               Marcia Goetz, President 

 

July Program Meeting 
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Meeting and General Club Information 

The Annual Club Show is held the 
second weekend of March at the 
Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington 
Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card size 
ad is available for $99 per year or 
$10 per edition.  Submit text, logos, 
business card or other copy to the 
editor at the address or email listed 
on this page. 

June Program Meeting 
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Janie Duncan is back - by popular   
demand! Janie, a highly regarded 
speaker, rock and mineral collector and 
past president of the Monrovia Rock-
hounds will be our guest and will host a 
participation game about identifying 
rocks.  
 
Come early at 6pm and enjoy coffee and 
refreshments by Trudy Krose’s refresh-
ments committee. Bring rocks and   
minerals for identification! The display 
table is for members to show items they 
have collected at recent field trips or in 
their travels.   



EDUCATIONAL  OUTEACH  

By Ed Imlay 
Chair, Education Committee           

 
I have developed a popular presentation to schools, 
church, community and youth groups. 
 
 To schedule my special educational presentation to 
your group or school contact me by phone at (626) 

286-8215 or by email at edimlay@hotmail.com.  
 
Identification: Would you like to know the name of a rock you have      
acquired? If you can polish or knock a small window off of a corner without 
damaging the rest of the specimen, please do so to expose the inside. Set 
it on the table at the rear of the meeting room with a note asking “What is 
this?”  
 
Display Table: For the Program meeting, please display any items of   
general interest, especially: workshop projects and items you collected at 
the field trip, or the month’s birthstone.  For fun, wear something to the  
meeting containing this month’s birthstone - Ruby!   

      

Ed’s Corner 

Ed Imlay at a local school 

Sunshine:  Tony Fender’s knee replace-
ment was successful and he was seen 
walking proudly at the CFMS show in Lodi 
last month.  Joe Goetz continues his recov-
ery from foot surgery and remains on light 
duty for field trips.  
 

Fumie Onisawa said she enjoyed the tourmaline dig in June and 
will miss her PLS friends as she returns to her home in Japan 
following her schooling here in Southern California. 
 
The Pasadena Lapidary  Society has a Sunshine Committee to send cards 
and words of comfort and support and congratulations to those members 
who are in need or are deserving of it.  Notify Trudy Krose at 323-664-9598 
or by email at - mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 

Welcome  

New Members !! 

 
Welcome to our new members - Therese Colvin - a jewelry maker 
from Pasadena,  Kelly Davie - a jewelry maker from Studio City, 
the Litjen Family - Lynne and Bob with new Junior Members 
Grace and Stuart!    Share the lapidary and jewelry hobby! Invite 
your friends and neighbors to one of our monthly meetings to learn 
more about the Pasadena  Lapidary Society!    

WORKSHOP  
This Month’s Workshop Program:   

 
The Society’s saws and polishers will be available for 
members to use to work on their on-going projects.  
Any 2015 member who has not attended the       
orientation will be able to do so and to sign the    
liability waivers.  If you are a new member who has 
not had the workshop orientation and safety briefing - 

please let us know that you will be attending the workshop so that we can 
plan on your orientation.  You can RSVP at (909) 996-1784 or by email at 
pasadenalapidary@aol.com. 
 
Note: With all of our rock saws in good working order I am looking for   
members to sign up to be a docent, or helper, in the saw room. This person 
will keep track of saw cuts and will help to make sure that all members get a 
chance to use the saws.  In exchange for their service, he or she will receive 
special use of the Society’s rock saws. Please contact me if you are inter-
ested.     

Carolyn Duncan 
Workshop Chair 

Meeting Refreshments:  
 
Program Meeting Refreshments — Thanks 
to Leona & Olivia Jaeger and Davis Coghill for 
June’s refreshments!  Martha Wilson and Sue 

Carter SooHoo have volunteered for the July meeting! 
 
To volunteer to bring light refreshments ∞ Contact me at 
(323) 664-9598 or by email at mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 
……. …….. Trudy Krose  

ROCK OF THE MONTH PRESENTATION   
 Come and hear Chris Kyte tell about one of his 
favorite minerals at the rock-of-the-month talk! To 
be scheduled to talk about an interesting rock or 

mineral please sign up at the monthly meeting or email Martha 
Wilson. 
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The gleaming Ruby should adorn,  
All those who in July are born,  

For thus they'll be exempt and free,  
From lover's doubts and anxiety. 

  …….. Gregorian Calendar 

 

Follow us on Twitter!  
 

https://twitter.com/pasalapidary 

MEETING ROOM DONATED — A heartfelt Thank You to Victor 
Castellano and his family for donating the use of their building in 
Monrovia for our board and committee meetings! 

August Program Meeting Cancelled 
 
The Pasadena Central Library will be renovating the auditorium where 
we hold our monthly program meeting. Accordingly, we will not have a 
program meeting in August. 
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Lapidary Club Special 
Tune any piano - in your home or business - for only $99.   
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Iron Sand 
Article and Photos by Paolo Sanchez 

Pasadena Lapidary Society  

By Paolo Sanchez, age 15 
 
One day, when I was at the beach, I coincidentally 
had a magnet with me. But what happened was that I 

accidentally dropped it into the sand.  I thought that the magnet would 
look and stay the same when I was about to pick it up.  But once I did, 
the whole magnet was covered in a very fine, black, sand that was 
attracted to it.  Later on, I discovered that this strange material was 
called iron sand. 

 
Iron sand is named for its large 
amount of iron that composes most 
of the sand. But it is also called 
black sand or iron filings.  Due to 
the heavy concentrations of iron in 
the sand, it can be easily picked up 
by a magnet.  This sand mostly 
contains the mineral magnetite yet 

it can contain hematite and other iron ore minerals, which makes it 
easily magnetized.  It can also contain different elements like titanium,  
vanadium, manganese, calcium, and sometimes precious metals, like 
gold and platinum.  It is extremely common, and can be found all over 
the world, especially on the beaches and shores of all continents, or 
anywhere where there is fine sand made of iron-rich rock. 
 
The formation of iron sand, like all other 
sands in the world, is actually quite  
simple.  This sand originates as iron ore 
or (very rarely) from iron meteorites or 
space dust. After many years of erosion 
and weathering, the parent rock      
crumbles and weathering brings the  
particles of iron in the rock down to fine 
particles. Then, the newly-formed iron sand gets carried away, and it 
gets deposited in places where most sands would deposit, like in 
places where a river merges with the sea. But since this sand is   
heavier than most sands, it sinks to the bottom, or it just gets trapped 
in rock crevices, like gold.  That is why many gold prospectors find this 
sand in the bottom of their gold pans.  
 
But you do not need a gold pan to find iron sand. All you need is a 
simple magnet and a good location to find the sand - like a sandy 
beach or a river bank. In some countries, like New Zealand, large  
magnets pull tons of iron sand from beaches to be refined to make 
steel. Even though iron sand doesn't really have a high value to it, it is 
still a really amusing object to play with when it is magnetized. 

Graphene - The World’s Most Incredible Material ? 
From an article by David Freeman 

 
Imagine a cell phone you could fold up like a handkerchief and stick in 
your pocket? Or a giant video screen you could hang on the wall like a 
sheet? Or how about ultra-fast-charging batteries, or super-efficient 
see-through solar cells?  Never heard of it?  Remember that you heard 
of it here! All those and many more products may be available in the 
not-too-distant future, Dr. David A. Boyd, a staff scientist at the Califor-
nia Institute of Technology and the researcher credited with developing 
the new graphene-making process, told The Huffington Post recently. 

 
A honeycomb-like sheet of 
pure carbon only one atom 
thick, graphene is one mil-
lion times thinner than a 
human hair and yet 200 
times stronger than steel. 
It’s also an excellent     
conductor of heat and  
electricity and is stretch-
able, flexible, transparent, 
and impermeable.   
 

And now scientists at Caltech in Pasadena, Calif. say they have    
figured out how to make the stuff on an industrial scale – a break-
through that could open the floodgates to a seemingly endless array of 
graphene-based products.  “You could imagine something crazy,” 
Boyd told the Pasadena Star-News. “You could wrap a building in 
graphene to keep it from falling over.” 
 
Via the Bulletin of the New York Mineralogical Club, July/August 2015 

July 14, 2015 
Humankind's encounter with 

Pluto 
As reported by National Public Radio 

 

In January 2006, the New Horizons space-
craft left Earth on the 3-billion-mile journey 
to Pluto and beyond. "We're arriving at 
Pluto on the morning of the 14th of July 
2015 - It's Bastille day. To celebrate, we're 

storming the gates of Pluto." says Alan Stern, the principal investigator 
for NASA's Pluto-Kuiper Belt Mission. To be clear, this is an unmanned 
flyby mission by a spacecraft about the size and shape of a baby grand 
piano. " 'Arriving’ is a little bit of a squishy term, I know. At the closest 
approach, we'll be about 6,000 miles from Pluto," Stern says. “No   
humans or robots will be landing and walking around.”   
 
It takes about 4 1/2 hours for a signal to reach Earth from New         
Horizons. The spacecraft is programmed to go radio silent on July 14 
so it can collect as much data as possible. The first batch of images will 
come down the next day. The New Horizons spacecraft is healthy and 
full of fuel, so after the Pluto encounter, it will keep going beyond Pluto 
and into the outer rim of our solar system. 
 
If you'd like to stay on top of New Horizons' progress to the second, 
check out the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory 
countdown clock at http://pluto.jhuapl.edu/ 

Artist concept of Pluto  
and its moon Charon 
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DELTA  ONE  LAPIDARY 
Serving Lapidary Interests  

Carrying quality machines by Covington, Graves, 
Inland, Grobet and Poly-Metric. 

Gemstone & Jewelry Supplies & Tools.   
 

We offer great prices and the best  technical     
assistance in the lapidary industry.  

 
On-Line Catalog: www.deltaonelapidary.com.  Don’t see what you are look-
ing for?  Looking for technical or project advice?  We sell quality materials, but 
we give our experience away freely!  Call Jerry Hughes or Juli Dahl at (541) 
563-7495 or email your question to Jerry@deltaonelapidary.com.  
 Call (541) 961-6340 for orders from 9:00AM to 9:00 PM Pacific Time.  

Decades of experience!     Free Tech Support! 

JULY 2015 

June Field Trip to the Himalaya Tourmaline Mine 
Reported by Mark Nelson 
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FOURTH OF JULY FIREWORKS DEPEND UPON MINERALS 
Women in Mining Education Foundation 

     As the nation gets ready to celebrate the 239th anniversary of its 
Declaration of Independence on July 4, take a moment to consider the 
minerals that make fireworks such a spectacular part of the festivities. 
Each color in a fireworks display is produced by a specific mineral  
compound: Bright greens are made with barium. Deep reds are a   
product of strontium. Blues come from copper. Yellows require sodium. 
More colors can be created by mixing compounds. Strontium and   
sodium together produce a brilliant orange. Titanium, zirconium and 
magnesium alloys combine to make a silvery white. Copper and    
strontium mix to yield a lavender.  
     Certain minerals are used for special effects. Iron filings and small 
particles of charcoal produce gold sparks. If you want a loud flash, fine 
aluminum powder is the fuel to choose. Larger particles, such as small 
flakes or granules, give a longer, shower-like effect. Magnalium, a  
magnesium-aluminum alloy, can produce a tiny series of silvery-white 
flashes. Aluminum, antimony sulfide and perchlorate are some flash 
mixtures. Although fireworks date back to ancient China, they continue 
to grow in popularity. Just in the past decade, their use has doubled to 
nearly 30,000 short tons per year. Of this amount, consumers buy     
two-thirds. The remainder go for fireworks displays.  
     The role of minerals in fireworks is just one example of society’s 
growing reliance upon minerals for the manufacture of everything from 
automobiles to toothpaste. During the lifetime of the average American, 
he or she will use: 3,600 pounds of aluminum, 800 pounds of lead, 730 
pounds of zinc, 1,500 pounds of copper, 27,000 pounds of clay 25,000 
pounds of salt, 35,000 pounds of iron and nearly 1 million pounds of 
stone, sand, gravel, and cement.  “As you can clearly see,” says U.S. 
Bureau of Mines Director T. S. Ary, “our personal independence relies 
on mineral dependence”. 

Armando Pedroza 
Pasadena Lapidary Society 

www.forestandsun.com 
State License #893193 

Full Tree Services, Property Maintenance, Land-
scape Design and Installation, Hardscape Ser-
vices, Petrified wood features, Retaining Walls, 
Driveways, Water Features, Outdoor Kitchens - 
and more!  References and photos. 

Sharon Yu, Linh Tran and Annie Liu work the sifting screens 

Kelly Davie with her nth  
bucket of ore 

Above: Sheryl Aitken 
shows how to get a shovel 
into the ore pile!   
Right: Lucy Yang and   
Michelle Vandenbroek pick 
gems from their sifting 
screens. 

We had 35 members from the Monrovia, North Orange County,    
Pasadena and Searchers clubs in participating in the mine dig.   

The weather was 
warm and it was good 
to see that everyone 
was dressed for the 
heat and brought lots 
of fluids!    

 Everyone that I saw 
found nice specimens of tour-
maline, lepidolite, crystal and 
other minerals and are ready 
to return for another trip here 
in the future!  This nice green 
and pink “watermelon”     
color tourmaline pictured at 
right was found by Jenny 
Webber! 

Sheryl Aitken and Tanner SooHoo won nice prizes from the mine 
staff‘s complimentary raffle ! 

mailto:Jerry@deltaonelapidary.com


FIELD  TRIPS 
By Joe Goetz 

Field Trips ! 

By Joe Goetz 
Saturday, July 18, 2015 

Chris Kyte will lead this popular day trip to collect glauco-
phane, barite and dolomite. We will meet at 9:00am at 
Livingston Quarry at the end of Forrestal drive off of 
Palos Verde Drive South - 32200 Forrestal Drive,      

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA.  At about 11:30am we will drive to our second 
location along the bluff adjacent to 650 Paseo del Mar,  Palos Verdes   
Estates.  Here we will collect glaucophane, agate and barite.  
 

What to Bring: Collecting bag, bucket or knapsack to carry 
your finds in; Small rock pick, hand or garden spade or a 

collapsible shovel for removing surface dirt to uncover 
minerals or to scoop up rocks from the water’s edge; Bring 
lunch, water and snacks, sun screen, basic first aid and a 
wide-brim hat.   
 
DETAILS:  For trip details, map and directions refer to the 

calendar page of the website:   www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org 
 
Please confirm with Chris if you are planning to attend so that I can 
keep you updated on the trip or notify you if it changes in any way. 
(626) 794-0519.   
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FEDERATION  NEWS                    
By Joe Goetz 

In September the Earth Science Studies classes will be held at  
Paradise in Northern California. Week 1: August 30 - September 4.  
Week 2: September 6 - 11 These classes are similar to the one week 
of classes held at Zzyzx.  
 
Some of the typical classes available at the science camps include 
Cabochon Making, Faceting, Wire Wrap Art, Soft Stone Carving, 
Silver Smithing, Chain Making, Lost Wax Metal Casting, Ming Trees, 
Beading, Glass Bead Making, Dichroic Glass Fusion, Enameling, 
Precious Metal Clay--PMC, Intarsia and Inlay.   
 
To attend the classes at Paradise, CA, fill out the registration form on 
the CFMS web site (cfmsinc.org) or call Margaret Kolacyzk at 209-
296-5597.  If you would like information about registering for Camp 
Zzyzx, call Audrey Harvey at 805-492-2253. 

 

Field Trips For Young Collectors 
By Jim Brace-Thompson  AFMS Junior Activities Chairman 

 
Not all field trips need take place in the great outdoors - although 
that’s certainly to be desired in this day-and-age when kids spend far 
too much time indulging in indoor distractions with electronic toys.  
 
In some places, all the hard work of searching, collecting, and clean-
ing rocks, minerals, and fossils has already been done and the    
results are just waiting for you to see. Take your kids on a trip to one 
such locality, namely, a science or natural history museum.          
Museums large and small, international or local, are terrific places for 
kids. It’s probably my childhood trips to the Field Museum in Chicago 
- along with outdoor trips sponsored by the Illinois State Geological 
Survey - that fanned my interest in the earth sciences.  

Adults:  Our Calendar page shows a very unusual phenomenon this 
month.  What is it and what do we call it? 

CFMS - California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

The answers to this month’s quiz can be found in this bulletin. The first 
Adult and Junior Members to correctly answer these questions will win a 
special prize at this month’s Program Meeting.  Email your answer to  
pasadenalapidary@aol.com or call the Editor.    

Juniors:  What is the meaning of T. S. Ary’s quote in this 
month’s bulletin? 

AFMS - American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

Congratulations to Lisa Griffy for knowing that Alexandrite 
is most affected by tungsten or halogen light. 
 
Congratulations, also, to Alyson Nishimura for knowing 

that it is important to use caution when making jump rings with an electric 
drill because if the end passes under your thumb, it can cause a nasty 
scratch or cut.   Prizes for both of our winners will be presented at the July 
program meeting! 

Joe Goetz 
Field Trip Chairman 

..Somewhere in California. . . Joe Goetz 
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Editor’s Quiz  

Quips 
 The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir        

Cumference, He acquired his size from too much pi.  

 A rubber band pistol was confiscated from Algebra class    
because it was a weapon of math disruption.  

 Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.   

 A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are 
looking into it!   

 Atheism is a non-prophet organization.   

 Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the other and 
says ‘ Dam !'    

 Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused novocaine during 
a root canal procedure?  His goal: transcend dental medication.   

 There was a person who sent ten puns to friends, with the hope 
that at least one of the puns would make them laugh.  No pun 
in ten did!  

 A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for 
littering. 

Thanks to our friends at Barnet Resnik, Esq.  www.vrslaw.net 

I found 
Barite ! 



JULY 3 - 5  PASADENA:  International Gem and 
Jewelry Show, Pasadena Convention Center, 300 
East Green Street, Pasadena, CA. Hours: Friday 
12PM-6PM, Saturday 10AM-6PM, Sunday 11AM-
5PM.  Free admission to all active duty military and 
veterans with current military identification (offer includes immediate 
family). Thank you for your service to our country!  Children 8 & under 
not permitted.  Admission coupons at www.intergem.com/coupons or by 
contacting the exhibitors listed on the web site: www.intergem.com/
shows/upcoming-shows. 
 
23 - 26 PASADENA:  Pasadena Bead & Design Show, Pasadena   
Hilton, 168 S Los Robles Ave, Pasadena CA - 300 Artisan Booths • 
Merchant Displays • Galleries • Workshops. 10am to 6pm daily 

August 7 - 9 NIPOMO: Annual show; Orcutt Mineral Society; Nipomo 
High School; 525 N. Thompson Ave.; Fri & Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4. Free 
admission; more than 60 indoor dealers, outdoor tailgaters. Web site: 
www.omsinc.org 

Library 

UOP 

Please plan to attend one of the shows listed on this page, and wear your 
club badge, shirt or vest when you do!  - Editor  

                

The single source supplier for jewelers and gemologists. 
319 W. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90014  (213) 627-8004 

Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Saturday: 9a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Supplies, displays, boxes, jewelry tools, precious metal, findings, fine jewelry, 
stones, settings and wedding bands.  A wide variety of lighting, photography 
boxes, inventory software and product labeling supplies.  Metalsmithing and 
lapidary supplies.  Free catalog!   www.aajewelry.com. Jewelry and Lapidary 
clubs are welcome ! 
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Member - To - Member 
From my collection: Chocolate diamond, brilliant cut, 0.23 ct, 

for $70.  Jim Gersbach at 626-577-6773 or tenomo@netscape.net. 

 

Faceting machine wanted, any condition.  John Niero 909-815-

3032 or flotsam@justnotnormal.us. 

 
Members are welcome to place a FREE message here for items or services 

wanted, for sale or for trade. Email submissions to:   pasadenalapidary@aol.com 
or by fax to (909) 394-1276.  

Articles and photographs printed in this bulletin are as credited to their author.  Items not so 
credited are written by the Editor and are not an expression of the Pasadena Lapidary Society.  
Photographs not credited are from the public domain or from the Editor and are used for educa-
tional purposes.  Articles and photographs submitted for publication are welcome and must be 
received by the 15th of the prior month. The Editor reserves the right to edit any article submitted 
for publishing. 

Look for 
the gem 
s h o w s 
symbol in the 
calendar on page 8. 

LOCAL ROCK AND GEM SHOWS 
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TIPS, HINTS AND SAFETY 

Look for my on-line store at www.etsy.com maliakei bags  
or email me at  mkirmil at yahoo.com 

—— Mary Kirmil ——  
Member, Pasadena Lapidary Society 

Maliakei Bags and Accessories 
Custom made Bandanas, Handkerchiefs, 

Drawstring Bags, Hair Scrunchies, Hawaiian 
Totes - mini to jumbo sizes, Holiday &       

Seasonal Totes, Patriotic & Sports Totes   
perfect gifts for a Rockhound! 

TOUCHING UP A BEZEL 
by Brad Smith 

 
Pumice wheels are good for touching up a 
bezel after you've set the stone. The hard-
ness is about 6 on the Moh's scale, less 
hard than quartz, so it shouldn't scratch any 
of your agates or jaspers. However, I'd 

avoid or be real careful of using pumice near the softer stones like  
turquoise, amber, howelite, etc. 
 
If you're unsure about the hardness of your wheels, test them on a 
piece of glass. Glass is about 5 ½ on the Mohs scale, softer than 
quartz. So if the wheel doesn't harm glass, it's safe for use on the 
quartzes and harder stones. 
 
My preference is the one inch diameter ones such as those shown at  
riogrande.com/Product/AdvantEdge-Pumice-Wheels-Medium/332722?pos=2 
The book - Bench Tips for Jewelry Making: 101 Useful Tips from Brad Smith 

is available in paperback from Amazon.com for $13.56 plus shipping. 

Morganite is one of the minerals found in the 
pegmatite near last month’s field trip. It was 
named after the famous American financier and 
mineral collector John Pierpont Morgan (1837-

1913). In fact, significant gifts of 
valuable mineral specimens 
were made by J.P. Morgan to the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York City. It is also known as 
Rose Beryl. (Article thanks to Diamond Dan’s Mini 
Miners Monthly, June 2015. Picture left: J.P. Morgan, 
public domain). 

Be Safe This Summer ! 
By Mark Nelson, EMT 

 

If you wait until you feel thirsty to drink water it is 
too late - you’re already dehydrated!  It is never 
more important to drink water than when we are 
working, playing or rockhounding in the summer heat.  The lack of 
water in our body will cause our brain to divert all moisture to the 
head for its preservation.  This causes fatigue and weakness in our 
limbs, muscles and joints - increasing the likelihood of falling.  As the 
brain shuts down unneeded functions we will experience dizziness 
and loss of coherent thought - also increasing the chance of injury to 
ourselves and others. 
 
Be smart.  If you know you are going to be out in the heat and active, 
start hydrating early.  Have water nearby and drink from it continually 
during the duration of your activity. 
 

Water is your friend! 
Be Safe - Be Smart - Drink Water ! 
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OUR MISSION  
The Pasadena Lapidary Society serves to educate its    
members and the community in mineralogy, earth 
sciences and training in the lapidary and jewelry arts – 
while promoting sound mineral resource stewardship 
based on environmental awareness and ethical   
behavior.  The Society fulfills its mission year-round 
which may include field trips, lapidary workshops, 
outreach  presentations, public mineral displays, an 
annual show, and monthly informational meetings 
open to the public. 

The Pasadena Lapidary Society is affiliated with the California and 

American Federations of Mineralogical Societies.  Our editor is a    

member of the Special Congress Representing Involved Bulletin Editors. 
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July 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 Board Meeting 

Workshop 

 Program  Meeting 

 Independence Declared  

 Baha'I  
Martyrdom of The Bab 

1804 
 Hamilton - Burr Duel  

 Disneyland Opens 1955 

Rosetta  
Stone found 

in Egypt - 
1799  First Man on Moon 1969 

Full Moon 

Full Moon 

Father - In - Law Day 
       Delta  
   Aquarids Meteor Shower  

New 
Moon  

July is the month in which Julius Caesar was born, 
and was named Julius by the Roman Senate in his 
honor in 44 BC, the year of his assassination. 

Field Trip to 
Palos Verdes 

The Sunrise Ruby, a rare  

Burmese ruby weighing 25.59 carats,  


