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December 21st, 2012 - the end of the world as we know it?  The 

lapidary artists of the ancient Maya left elaborately detailed carvings, 
but did their work on these limestone pieces foretell a cataclysm thou-
sands of years in the future?  Martha Wilson of the Pasadena Lapidary 
Society sifts the fact from the conjecture.  See article on page 4. 

 

Rockhound  ramblings 

   THE NEWSLETTER OF THE PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY  -  PASADENA,  CALIFORNIA 

President’s  

Message 

2 

Club News, Contact  

& Club Information 

2 

Ed’s Corner, Work-

shop 

 Current Club News  

Current  Club Events 

3 

Feature Article 
December 21st - The 
End of The World? 

4 

Feature Articles 

Field Trip Report 

Space Rocks & Bears 

5 

Field Trips 

Editor’s Quiz 

Federation News 

6 

Shows, Articles,  

Local Events  

Member-to-Member 

7 

Calendar  8  

INSIDE  THIS         

ISSUE 



General Meetings: 7:00 PM on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month  at the Pasadena Central 
Library at 285 E. Walnut Street. 
Guests are welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month.  Refer to the bulletin for 
date, location and information.   
 
Workshops and instructions 
are offered in our well-equipped 
shop in Pasadena to all club 
members - normally on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month.  Refer 
to the bulletin for hours and the     
calendar for date changes. Eye 
protection, closed-toe shoes 
and machinery safe practices 

Membership per calendar year 
is $20, $15 for a second adult 
member in the same house.  
Junior members and the third or 
more members at the same 
house are $10. Initiation fee is 
$2.50 per person and member-
ship badges are $7.50. Renewals 
are due by the October General 
Meeting and delinquent after 
December 31st.  Mail checks for 
membership to P.O. Box 5025, 
Pasadena CA  91117-0025. 
 
Board Meetings: 7:00 PM on 
the first Wednesday of the month 
at One West Bank, 1 E. Foothill  
in Arcadia. All PLS members are 
welcome to attend.  

are mandatory for all participants. 
Call a board member for the   
workshop address. 
 
Workshops and field trips are for 
adult members and children with 
direct parental supervision. 

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain copyrighted 

material the use of which has not 
been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 
We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the 
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting hobbies. 

 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair 

use' of any such copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 

107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 
publication for commercial or 

purposes of your own that go 

beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 
permission from the copyright 

owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair @aol.com 

Officers present: Marcia & Joe  
Goetz & Carolyn Duncan. 
Chairs & Members present:  
Mark Nelson, Chris Kyte, Ed Imlay, 
Dave Kelty and Drew Wilson.   
    The directors discussed a 
fixed-fee arrangement for the 
use of the workshop premises, 
the disposition of certain work-
shop equipment, chairs for the 
annual show, tickets and flyers 
were approved for the show.   
    The monthly Board Of Direc-
tors meeting was changed to the 

second Tuesday of the month be-
ginning in January. 
     Contact the secretary to receive  
complete minutes of the November     
Board Meeting.  

    Ed Imlay introduced a wide  
variety of quartz and followed it up 
with a great table display! The  
second half of the Rhodochrosite 
video kept members and guests 
spellbound with images of the 
abundance of exquisite specimens 
recovered from the mine.    
    There were no winners of this 
month’s Editor’s Quiz!   

Don’t miss the December 
Holiday Pot-Luck Dinner 
Meeting!  There will be lapi-
dary craft classes, a blind gift 
exchange, free drawings for 
Burminco mineral specimens 
and more!  We are collecting 
food for the Pantry at Friends 
In Deed in Pasadena. See the 
special flyer enclosed with this 
month’s bulletin details.  
 
Check the bulletin for our 
upcoming field trips, shows 
and special events! 

November Meeting 

Officers 
 

Marcia Goetz, President 
(626) 914-5030 

joenmar1@verizon.net 
 

Carolyn Duncan, Vice President 
(909)  593-2781 

gem.quest@verizon.net 
 

Linda Nelson, Secretary/Treasurer 
(909) 592-1322 

(909) 394-1276 Fax 
lnelsn@verizon.net 

November Board Meeting          
by Linda Nelson, Secretary 

 President’s Message  

Happy Holidays to      
everyone! We have 
many things to be thank-
ful for this year. We 
have new members who 
bring new depth to our 
society with their skills 
and excitement!  

 
We all have a passion for the rock hobby 
and it has many facets that attracts and 
keeps us entranced. It’s a joy to have such 
fine rock friends!  
 

Another gentle reminder that dues are 
due by the end of December. It is the 
only way that we can continue to offer 
services to our members!  Dues paid 
after December 31 are subject to late-
renewal fees. 
 
Our Christmas party should be fun this 
year! We are going to try something a 
little different. By using the facility 
where we hold our show we are going 
to be able to arrive early enough to 
have a fun and educational craft work-
shop, an opportunity to chat and visit, 
and time to create theme baskets for a 
raffle (baskets and contents donated by 

our members raises money for the society). 
We’ll also collect goods for a local food 
pantry. I’m sure we will have a great time! 
 
Soon we will be turning our full attention  to 
our annual show (my, how time flies). We 
will be asking you to sign up to help – there 
are plenty of things to be done. If you want 
to be included in the show preparation 
meetings, please let me know…I’d love     
to have your input!  It gives both you and I a 
different perspective of the show when it 
happens. 

 Happy Holidays! …….. Marcia 
  Marcia Goetz, President 

 

December Meeting 
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Meeting and General Club Information 

The Annual Club Show is held 
the second weekend of March at 
the Masonic Center, 3130    
Huntington Drive,  San Marino. 

Advertising - a business card 
size ad is available for $99 per 
year or $10 per edition.  Submit 
text, logos, business card or 
other copy to the editor at the 
address or email listed on this 
page. 



EDUCATIONAL  OUTEACH  

By Ed Imlay 
Chair, Education Committee           

 
Rock Identification: Would you like to know 
the name of a rock you have acquired?  Set 
it on the table at the rear of the meeting 
room with a note asking “What is this?”.  If 
the interior of the 
stone is not evident, 

chip a small piece off to reveal the interior (if it will 
not damage the appearance of the specimen).   
 
Since December is our Holiday Pot-luck meeting 
there will not be a display table.  The birthstones for 

December are Tanzanite, Turquoise and 
Zircon. To schedule my interactive  presentation 

to your child’s school, contact me at (626) 286 -8215 
or at edimlay@hotmail.com for details. 
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Ed’s Corner  

Ed Imlay at a local school 
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Charlotte Bane is recovering well from her 
November 16th hip replacement surgery.  She 
is planning to join Jason Badgley on  one of his 
rock hunting treks in the Malibu Hills soon! 
 
Tanner Soohoo sold his first necklace this 

month on ETSY.COM.  Congratulations, Tanner !! 
 
This month Ed and Corrine Imlay celebrate 20 years of member-
ship in the Pasadena Lapidary Society - Congratulations and 
Thank You! 
 
If you know anyone who is not feeling up to par, has been sick or lost a 
loved one?  On the silver lining side of things, do y o u  k n o w  w h o  h a s  
achieved a goal, won a personal victory, or done something that deserves 
recognition? The Pasadena Lapidary  Society has a Sunshine Committee 
to send cards and words of comfort and support and congratulations to 
those members who are in need or are deserving of it.  Notify Trudy Krose 

at 323-664-9598 or by email at mikekrose@roadrunner.com. 
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Welcome  

New Members !! 
 

Welcome to our newest member, Mona Ross! Mona enjoys field 
trips, cutting, carving, faceting and polishing stones, school    
educations, beading, the workshop, writing for the bulletin,      
fund-raising and public relations. 
 
Share the lapidary and jewelry hobby. Invite your friends and 
neighbors to one of our monthly meetings to learn more about 
the Pasadena  Lapidary Society!    

WORKSHOP  
The smallest trim saw has been converted to a water coolant and a third 
should be in operation soon.  There is no per-cut fee for the use of the trim 
saws.    
 
The workshop date is on the calendar.  Workshop hours are from 1:30 until 
5PM.  Parking is on the west side of street - please park compactly along 
the curb - allowing space for others to park behind you.  Alternate   parking 
is available next door to the workshop in a paved lot behind the buildings 
on Foothill Boulevard.  Contact a member or call 909-996-1784 for work-
shop address and directions. 

Meeting Refreshments: Thank you to Marcia 
Goetz and Hailey Carter who brought the  
refreshments to the November meeting! The     
December meeting is a pot-luck dinner. 
 

Contact Trudy Krose at (323) 664-9598 to offer your help for 
the January and February meetings!    

ROCK OF THE MONTH PRESENTATION  
Each month our members present a rock or mineral 
to the club at our monthly general meeting.      
Members are asked to volunteer to give a 5-minute 

presentation on a rock, mineral, or other item of lapidary or    
jewelry interest at the monthly meeting.  This is open to both adult 
and junior members.  Thanks to Ed Imlay for sharing  his favorite 
mineral - QUARTZ.   To be scheduled contact Carolyn Duncan.  

Did you know that our club was one of the earlier clubs to join 
the CFMS - in 1947?  Our Historian, Jim Gersbach, is digging 
through the archives and is asking for photos and news   
articles about the club.  Send them to him at 2270 E. Orange 
Grove, Pasadena, CA 91104-4911.  

DON’T  FORGET ! Dues Are Due! 
 No Dues — No Rockhound Ramblings! 

 
Send your check to the club at P.O. Box 5025 Pasadena, CA 

91117-0025.   This year, please sign up a spouse, child or friend!  
Rates are listed on page 2 of this bulletin. 

The December meeting will be Tuesday, December 18th at the 
Masonic Center, 3130  Huntington Drive,  San Marino.  We’ll 
enjoy instruction on making gem trees and chainmail pendants, 
gift basket auction, mineral drawings, a potluck dinner and a 
blind gift exchange.  Contact Marcia to help! Club shirts will be 
available and we will be taking reservations for 2013 Rock-Of-
The-Month speakers.  
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December 21st, 2012 - The End Of The World As We Know It? 
Or merely the end of a Maya long cycle?  

 
The Maya tracked time with many celestial cycles. On a typical 
monument in the classical period their calendar had 5 interlocking 
cycles: the Tzolk'in, the Lunar Series, the Haab, the Nine Lords 
Of The Night and the Long Count.  In this instance it is the Long 
Count that we are concerned with.   

 
Though we do not know the Maya name for 
the Long Count calendar, it is considered to 
be a linear count of days. It is represented as 
a five place notation system of ascending  
cycles - kins (days), winals (twenty-day 
months), tuns (360-day years), ka'tuns (7,200 
days) and bak'tuns (144,000 days).  Decem-
ber 21st, 2012 is noted in the Maya Long 
Count calendar as 13.0.0.0.0 which completes 
a cycle known as 13 Bak'tun, which equals a 
total of 5,125 years. This is the day the      
calendar of the current fourth creation runs 
out.  
 
With this end, say the Maya, comes a brief 
period of change as the new paradigm 
sweeps away the old. This has been          
interpreted, by some, as a sign of an          
impending apocalypse - from which the 
doomsday scenarios have been derived. 

 
Most scholars agree that the end of the world is not foretold with 
the end of the Long Count calendar but rather it is thought of as 
an end of an era, a move from one Mayan age to another. In this 
case it is the end of the fourth sun, an age of earthy materialism 
to the fifth sun which is suppose to be an age of heightened  
spiritual awareness which is part of the Mayan creation myth. 
Evidently the Mayan creation myths and their understanding of 
time were very different from our own, making it extremely hard 
for us to comprehend, resulting in confusion and misunderstand-
ing as to what their myths predict. 
 
Apparently the Maya, as interpreted from inscriptions on temples, 
monuments and stelae never foretold any spectacular or       

cataclysmic events happening on December 21st 2012.      
According to Alfredo Barrera of the National Institute of       
Anthropology and History in Mexico, "The Mayans did make 
prophecies, but not in a fatalistic sense, but rather about 
events that, in their cyclical conception of history, could be  
repeated in the future." Besides, as stated by Mark Van Stone, 
PhD, G.F., author of "2012 Science and Prophecy of the     
Ancient Maya" the evidence (left in carving and glyphs) is in 
tatters. For the most part these carving and inscriptions were 
done in limestone, which doesn’t weather well and are badly 
damaged. Local stone was used in construction throughout 
Mesoamerica so in places where tufa and sandstone were 
used the monuments faired better. 

 
So, in my opinion, as the Maya calendar winds down we come 
to the end of an era not the end of the world. Geoffrey 
Braswell, an anthropologist at U.C. San Diego compared the 
Maya synchronized wheels to that of a car’s odometer. He 
wrote "The odometer on my first car only had six wheels so it 
went up to 99,999.9 miles. That didn’t mean the car would  
explode after reaching 100,000 miles."  We are not about to 
blow up either.  So, Rockhounds, enjoy your collecting and 
don’t cash in your investments just now! 
 
The photos, including the glyph date for December 21st, 2012 are courtesy of 
Cathi Considine (est8agent@aol.com). 
 
Martha Wilson is a member of the Pasadena Lapidary Society and an avid 
field trip participant where she collects rocks and uses them to create jewelry.  
She teaches this skill to others through her class at the Monrovia Community 
College’s Adult School.  To join her class refer to her ad on this page. 

Jewelry Making Classes 

Instruction is by Pasadena Lapidary Society member Martha 
Wilson though the Monrovia Adult School. 

Take lapidary to the next level! Learn to 
set & wire-wrap stones, make your own 
wire link, head pins & jump rings. Acquire 
sawing, texturing, cold joinery and other 
basic silver metalsmithing skills! 

Classes are $75 for 5 weekly sessions - plus basic tools & materials  
Spring sessions start January 10th, 2013 at 6:30pm 

To enroll go to: http://www.mcasweb.com   or  call 626-471-3035 
Glyph Paintings 

Key Glyphs 

Drawing of a Tortuguero 
glyph 
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The club’s meeting raffle has been    attracting some great prizes.  
This deep purple amethyst crystal will be the grand prize at Octo-
ber’s meeting raffle.   

Field Trip Report 
Barstow East - November, 2012 

By Mark Nelson 
 

What a great weekend for a field trip!  Clear skies and tempera-
tures in the 70's helped make for a very pleasant collecting trip.  
Members from the Pasadena, Whittier and North Orange 
County clubs met at the Oak Tree Inn in Yermo for a briefing 
and to car-pool.  In caravan formation we drove to the Whittier 

honey onyx claim and then 
to an area to collect red 
moss agate.  After lunch 
we went north of I-15 and 
along a little ridge to an 
area called “the wide spot” 
where we col lected       
agatized palm tree parts 
and bog vegetation.   
 

After scouting the southern end of Coyote Dry 
Lake for some moss agate we enjoyed a group 
dinner at Peggy Sue’s 50's Diner.  Sunday we 
found our way to a white onyx mine on the west 
side of Coyote Lake and then collected Paul Bun-
yan Agate where Chris Kyte found a cavity with 
outstanding crystals (photo at right). 
 
Collecting chocolate agate 
and silver onyx completed 
a fun-filled day and an 
excellent field trip.   

We did all of this and did not even 
broach the large petrified palm area 
in this same locality!  I hope we go 
to this area again soon!   

Rocks & Runes 
Your Place For Crystals 

1006 N. Lima St.— Burbank, CA  91505 

(818) 846-0108 

We carry gemstones from A to Z.   

Let us show you how to use gems and crystals 

for health as did the ancients.  Classes,     

Meditation, Cards of Destiny. 

Tue-Sat. 11am-7pm, Sun 12pm-5pm 

email: rocksandrunes@yahoo.com 

web: www.rocksandrunes.com 

Wendy Ansel 
A Pasadena Lapidary Society Member 

The Chipped Stone Bear 
By Susan Chaisson-Walblom, CFMS President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

California designated the chipped stone bear as the official state 
prehistoric artifact in 1991 (actual size about 2.5 by 1.5 inches). 
Discovered in 1985 at an archaeological dig site in San Diego 
County, this small stone resembles a walking bear. The bear 
was created about 7- 8,000 years ago out of volcanic rock by 
one of California's first human inhabitants. California is the first 
state to designate a prehistoric artifact as an official state     
symbol. 

DELTA  ONE  LAPIDARY 
Serving Lapidary Interests  

Carrying quality machines by Covington, Graves, 
Inland, Grobet and Poly-Metric. 

Gemstone & Jewelry Supplies & Tools.   
 

We offer great prices and the best  technical     
assistance in the lapidary industry.  

 
On-Line Catalog: www.deltaonelapidary.com.  Don’t see what you are look-
ing for?  Looking for technical or project advice?  We sell quality materials, but 
we give our experience away freely!  Call Jerry Hughes or Juli Dahl at (541) 
563-7495 or email your question to Jerry@deltaonelapidary.com.  
 Call (541) 961-6340 for orders from 9:00AM to 9:00 PM Pacific Time.  

Decades of experience!     Free Tech Support! 

How to Hunt a Space Rock 
 
The Microdevices Lab at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, California is tasked with identifying rock samples 
found by its spacecraft landing on distant planets, moons and 
asteroids.  Scientist Peter Willis and his research team have 
developed a miniature “lab on a chip” designed for looking for 
chemical markers and amino acids that originated in space. 
They have gone into the field in quest of unique samples. 
Among their expeditions, 
they’ve hunted down trilobite 
fossils at the lava field in 
Amboy, California and gath-
ered  samples from a hydro-
thermal vent near Yosemite 
National Park. But Willis and 
crew knew that when testing 

….. Continued on page 7  

Picture from: History and Culture California State Library 

Battle Mountain, 
Nevada Meteorite  

Linda Nelson looking 
for moss agate 

Mickey Moriarty 
examines her find. 

mailto:Jerry@deltaonelapidary.com


FARRIN  O’CONNOR   

DESIGN 

      146 W. Bellevue Drive, Pasadena 

 

This is a true “hidden gem” for those interested 
in lapidary and jewelry work.  A fully-stocked 
store with books, tools, beads and findings 
awaits you.  Learn how to make jewelry from 
nothing-to-finished in their one-day classes. 

Get information about upcoming classes and instructors at: 
 

     www.farrinoconnordesign.com/classes 
      Or call them at (626) 796-5300.  Free fenced parking. 

FIELD  TRIPS 
By Joe Goetz 

Well, with all the furor of the elections and the run-
up to Thanksgiving our field trip to Stonewall Pass, 
Nevada had to be cancelled.  Nonetheless, we had 
some good outings in November - collecting east of 
Barstow (see Chris Kyte’s crystal cluster on page 5) 
and a fruitful trip to Jewel Tunnel.   
 
Our tentative December trip to the Pinto Mountains 

will be scheduled for another month.  The CFMS is scheduling a trip 
to Sharkstooth Hill and as soon as we have information we’ll post it 
to the Yahoo Group.  If you have not already become a member of 
the group this is a good time to do so.  Philip Lahr (plkslahr@att.net) 
can guide you though the simple steps.  
  
Each year all members of the Pasadena, Monrovia, Whittier and 
North Orange County clubs are invited to meet to plan the coming 
year’s field trips.  This planning meeting is at 10AM on January 19 th 
at Marcia and my home (755 W. Dike Street, Glendora). 
 
This is a week before our January Field Trip to the PowWow gem 
and mineral event in Quartzsite, Arizona, from January 23rd to the 
27th.  Put these dates on your calendar.  Some of us will camp in the 
level desert near town.  Others camp at motels in Bouse or in 
Blythe.  A low-cost motel in Blythe is the Desert Winds Motel (1843 
East Hobsonway  Blythe, CA  760- 922-0273). Make reservations 
now and see next month’s bulletin for detailed information.  

Somewhere in California dreaming of gems —- Joe Goetz 
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CFMS - California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

FEDERATION  NEWS  

Joe Goetz 
Field Trip Chairman 

Fricot Nugget Update 
From the Editor 

Contrary to October head-
lines, reported in this 
newsletter last month, the 
14-pound Fricot Nugget 
was not among the items 
stolen from the California 
State Mining and Mineral Museum in Mariposa in October.  
The nugget, stored inside a special vault, has its own alarm 
system which triggered and automatically closed the vault 
door - almost trapping one of the thieves inside!  
 
Additional good news is that the museum will not close, 
thanks to the 54 million dollars in a state account kept from 
the greedy spending appetites of state politicians by Ruth 
Coleman, the former  Director of California's state parks.  

Editor’s Quiz  
Juniors: What, in addition to the end of the 

world, might the ancient Mayan calendar 

glyphs refer to? 

 

Adults:  With JPL looking for meteorites, 

what other two minerals, besides iron, regularly and strongly dis-

play magnetic properties? 

 
The first Adult and Junior Members to correctly answer these 

questions will win a special prize at the December Meeting. 

The Editor’s contact info is on page 2.    

AFMS - American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

EARTH SCIENCE STUDIES 
By Marion Roberts, Chair 

 

Reservations are now being accepted for the ZZYZX Earth 
Sciences week - March 31st to April 7th 2013.  Classes     
include lapidary, beading, precious metal clay, silver fabrica-
tion, wire art, alternative casting, soft stone carving, scrim-
shaw, faceting, field trips, knapping and evening programs.  
 
The fee for the week is $375 and includes your room or RV 
space, three meals per day and classes.  Zzyzx has a meal 
hall, lapidary classrooms, a shower building and dormitory 
rooms. Bring any creature comforts you may desire (lamp, 
throw rug, ice chest, etc).  Couple’s rooms fill early - so if you 
are planning to attend now is the time to send in your reser-
vation.  Reservation forms are being sent with this month’s 
bulletin.  Get your reservation in now, rooms are limited. 
Save $50 per person if you have your own room or RV. 

Brad Smith’s "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" is 
now available in print and as an e-book for  
Kindle and Nook readers. Free apps allow it to 
be read on most phones, tablets, and home 
computers.  The book can be found at several 
locations: 

Kindle edition - $9.99  www.amazon.com/dp/B00A5ELDRU 
Nook edition - $9.99 www.bn.com/w/?ean=2940015848915 
Print edition - $16.95  www.createspace.com/3976439 
 
It makes a good holiday present for friends who do jewelry! 



LOCAL ROCK AND GEM SHOWS: 

December 1 - 2: BARSTOW - Mojave Desert 
Gem & Mineral Society. Cora Harper Community 
Center, 841 South Barstow Road (North of I-15).  
Hours: 10 - 5 daily. 
 
7 - 9: SAN BERNARDINO - Orange Belt         
Mineralogical Society.  Western Regional Little 
League Ball Park, 6707 Little League Drive. Hours: 9 am to dusk daily. 
 
7 - 9: COSTA MESA - Gem Faire wholesale and retail show. OC Fair & 
Event Center, 88 Fair Dr.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $7 
weekend pass, children 11 and under free; jewelry, gems, beads,    
crystals, silver, rocks, minerals. 

This month Rocks & Runes is offering Rhodochrosite rings and Larimar 
jewelry in limited quantities.  See page 5 for contact information. 
 
Farrin O’Connor Design will hold six jewelry design classes in          
December.  Classes include Copper and Stone Pendant, Elegant    
Dinner Rings, Open Studio Instruction, Silver Fused Copper Cuff,    
Fabrication Practices and Jewelry Methods and Practices.  See page 6 
for contact information. 
 
San Gabriel Bead Company will have ten classes in December.  
Classes include Earring Basics, Bead Stringing Basics, Wire Linking 
Basics, Bead Knotting, Earwire Intensive Series 1, Clasps Intensive 
Series 1, Spiral Drop Earrings, Trellis Bracelet, Shalimar and Les Pearls 
du Durfort.  See page 3 for contact information. 

Library 

UOP 

Look for the gem 
shows in the calendar 
on page 8. 

Please plan to attend one of the shows listed on this page, and wear your 
club badge when you do!  - Editor  

                           

The single source supplier for jewelers and gemologists. 
319 W. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90014  (213) 627-8004 

Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Saturday: 9a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Supplies, displays, boxes, jewelry tools, precious metal, findings, fine 
jewelry, stones, settings and wedding bands.  A wide variety of lighting, 
photography boxes, inventory software and product labeling supplies.  
Metalsmithing and lapidary supplies.  Free catalog!   www.aajewelry.com. 
 
We carry the best quality tools and equipment available in the industry, at 
the best prices in the United States!   We can confidently say that no sup-
plier has lower prices.  Jewelry and Lapidary clubs are welcome ! 
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Member - To - Member 

Single, mature and responsible rock collector seeks guest house, 
property oversight position or other accommodation with private 

living quarters.  Reply to Dr. Davis Coghill (626) 391-7296 or 
dcpsyd@gmail.com.  References upon request. 

 
Members are welcome to submit an ad for items wanted, for sale or free to 
other members.  Submit a non-commercial ad of three lines to the editor 
or to the address on page 8.  

…. How to hunt for a space rock, continued from page 5 

something destined for another world, it is good to try it on 
something not of this world.  On the evening of Aug. 21, 2012, 
a large fireball was reported over a mountain range halfway 
between Reno and Salt Lake City. To give their new instrument 
a true test run, Willis' team needed to find a fresh piece of the 
heavens, and this meteor gave them the opportunity! 
 
Working with weather radar data and testimonials from those 
who witnessed the fireball, Fries generated an impact zone for 
the team to concentrate their search. By convention, the mete-
orite was named after the nearest town or prominent geo-
graphic feature - Battle Mountain, Nevada.  "The first day, we 
covered 6 miles of mountainous terrain on foot but didn't find 
anything but terrestrial rocks and the occasional lizard," said 
Willis.  In their return to town they continued their search.  At 
4:30, JPL's Josh Schoolcraft had just begun the final leg of his 
search ... when he saw it. Sitting there on the mountainside, 
amidst a tangle of sun-bleached dirt, pebbles and scrub was a 
jet-black rock.  It was a carbonized, unweathered black mass, 3
-inches wide weighing 1.4 pounds and unlike anything else 
they seen in two days of searching. It clearly had not been 
there for very long.  The fragment of the Battle Mountain mete-
orite is currently undergoing analysis by the team's lab-on-a-
chip systems at JPL. …… Thanks to Doug Arnold of the Victorville 

Gem & Mineral Club for bringing us the news of this event! 

Articles and photographs printed in this bulletin are as credited to their au-
thor.  Items not so credited are written by the Editor.  Photographs not cred-
ited are from the public domain and are used for  educational purposes.  
Articles and photographs submitted for     publication are welcome and must 
be received by the 15th of the prior month. The editor reserves the right to 
edit any article submitted for publishing. 

Social Security: Don't let identity thieves trick you 
By IRIS GREENE, Special to the Prescott, Arizona Courier 

 

Identity theft is a real threat. Identity thieves victimize millions of 
people each year. Do not be tricked by identity thieves; take the 
proper precautions. Be sure to safeguard your personal informa-
tion, such as your Social Security number and mother's maiden 
name. Identity thieves hunger for such information like trick-or-
treaters hunger for candy. You can help protect yourself by not 
carrying your Social Security card with you and not providing your 
personal information to unknown sources over the Internet or by 
email. Be sure to shred any documents, bills, or paperwork before 
you throw it away. Most important, never reply to an email     
claiming to be from Social Security that asks you for your Social 
Security number or other personal information. If you think you 
have been the victim of an identity thief, you should contact the 
Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-IDTHEFT (1-877-438-4338); 
TTY 1-866-653-4261. Or you go to www.idtheft.gov and click on 
the link for "Report Identity Theft." Do not fall victim to an identity 
thief. Safeguard your identity and take precautions to keep the 
"bad guys" at bay throughout the year.   
 

Iris Greene is the Social Security District Manager in Prescott, Arizona. 
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Rockhound Ramblings Awards 
2011 - 1st Place, CFMS 
2011 - 2nd Place, AFMS  
2012 - 1st Place, CFMS 
2012 - 2nd Place, CFMS 

December 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17  19 20 21  

23 24  26 27 28 29 

30 31      

OUR MISSION  
The Pasadena Lapidary Society serves to educate its members 
and the community in mineralogy, earth sciences, and training in 
the lapidary and jewelry arts – while promoting sound mineral 
resource stewardship based on environmental awareness and 
ethical behavior.  The Society fulfills its mission year-round which 
may include field trips, lapidary workshops, outreach presenta-
tions, public mineral displays, an annual show, and monthly 
informational meetings open to the public. 

PLS Board Meeting 

Workshop 

18 
PLS  

General  Meeting 

 

Barstow Club Show 

San Bernardino Club Show 

San Bernardino Club Show 

Gem Faire Costa Mesa 

Gem Faire Costa Mesa 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Last Day of       Chanukkah 

        End 
of The 
Mayan 

 Calendar 

New Year’s Eve  

Kwanzaa Begins 

25 

Christmas Day 

Geminids Meteor Shower 

22  
Mercury 
Thermometer 
Invented 1714 

Barstow Club Show 


