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UNAKITE.  An attractive stone that is easily available to both beginning and advanced jewelry and lapidary hobbyists - 
Unakite adds striking beauty to any creation.  Discovered in 1874 by Professor Frank H. Bradley, a geologist at East Tennes-
see University, it was named for the location where it was first discovered - the Unakas mountains of North Carolina.          
Subsequently, it has been found in the river valleys of Virginia (where it is washed down from the Blue Ridge Mountains) and 
as pebbles and cobbles on the shores of Lake Superior where it was deposited from ancient glacial drift.  It is prized for its 
contrasting green and pink colors.  Unakite deposits are not limited to the United States, and the stone is also found in South 
Africa, Sierra Leone, Brazil, and China.  
 
Unakite is usually found with a mottled appearance - with various shades of green and pink with little translucent patches, as 
the photo on this page depicts.  Its hardness of 6 to 7 on the Mohs scale comes from its typical composition as an altered 
granite containing  pink orthoclase feldspar (6), green epidote (6 to 7), and generally colorless quartz (7).  Unakite is consid-
ered a semiprecious stone and will take a good polish.  It is often used in jewelry as beads and in rings and pendants.  Other 
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General Meetings: 7:00 PM 
each month on the third 
Wednesday at the Pasadena 
Central Library at 285 E. Walnut 
Street. Guests are welcome! 
 
Field Trips are scheduled each 
month.  Refer to the bulletin for 
date, location and information.   
 
Workshops and instructions 
are offered in our well-equipped 
shop in Pasadena to all club 
members - normally on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month.  Refer 
to the bulletin for hours and the     
calendar for date changes. Eye 
protection, closed-toe shoes 
and machinery safe practices 

Membership per calendar year 
is $20, $15 for a second adult 
member in the same house. Jun-
ior members and third or more 
members at the same house are 
$10. Initiation fee is $2.50 per 
person and membership badges 
are $7.50.    Renewals are due 
by the  October General Meeting 
and delinquent after December 
31st.  Mail membership checks to 
P.O. Box 5025, Pasadena CA  
91117-0025. 
 
Board Meetings: 7:00pm on the 
first Wednesday of the month at 
the One West Bank, 1 E. Foothill  
in Arcadia. All PLS members are 
welcome to attend.  

are mandatory for all participants. 
Call a board member for the   
workshop address 
 
Workshops and field trips are for 
adult members and children with 
direct parental supervision.   
 
The Annual Club Show is held 
the second weekend of March at 
the Masonic Hall, 3130 Hunting-
ton Drive,  San Marino. 
 
Advertising - a business card 
size ad is available for $99 per 
year or $10 per edition.  Submit 
text, logos, business card or other 
copy to the editor at the address 
or email listed on this page. 

Membership Information and Meeting Locations 

FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain copyrighted 

material the use of which has not 
been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 
We are making such material 

available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the 
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting hobbies. 

 
We believe this constitutes a 'fair 

use' of any such copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 
107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material from this 

publication for commercial or 

purposes of your own that go 

beyond 'fair use', you must obtain 
permission from the copyright 

owner.  

Newsletter Articles, ads or      

corrections should be sent to the 

editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo 

Maravilla, San Dimas, CA, 

91773.  (909) 996-1784 or by 

email to mnelsonair @aol.com 

Meeting and General Club Information 

Officers present: Chris Kyte, Cheryl 
Lopez 
Chairs/Members present:  Vern 
Cliffe, Sylvia Cliffe, Drew Wilson, 
Marlene Kyte, D. Kelty and Ed Im-
lay.  C. Kyte, C. Lopez.   
 
The membership of Ferdie and 
Paolo Sanchez was approved.  It 
was approved to order workshop 
project kits for Junior Members.  
Cheryl Lopez gave Oriental Traders 
web site to Drew for workshop  
supplies.    

 
Nominations for our 2012 officers 
were presented.  Further nomina-
tions and elections will be held at 
the November meeting.   
 
Bill O‟Connor, from Farrin O‟Con-
nor Design, presented a slideshow 
of the classes they offer and of the 
store where they sell lapidary tools 
and supplies. He handed out dis-
count coupons and invited every-
one to come and visit. 

Annual Elections will be held 
at this meeting!  Please attend 
and vote for our leaders for 
the coming two year term.   
 
Our program features Mr. 
Francis Lau who will share  
his love of pearls. He is a well 
known expert on pearls and 
jade. He has a pearl farm in 
China and will be bringing 
some of his products for sale.  

October  Meeting Officers 

 
Chris Kyte, President 

(626) 794-0519  

ckyte60@att.net 
 

Cheryl Lopez, Secretary 

(626)  351-6283 
rclopez002@verizon.net 

 
Mark Nelson, Treasurer 
(909) 996-1784 

October Board Meeting 

by Cheryl Lopez, Secretary 

 President’s Message 

Happy Thanksgiving 
to one and all. Please 
come to the workshop 
this month. Vern and 
Sylvia will be demon-
strating how to make 
silver rings and every-
one will be able to 

purchase the supplies and make 
nice rings for Christmas gifts.  
 
Please also come to the general 

meeting. We will have a great pres-
entation by Francis Lau on pearls 
and there will be high quality pearls 
for sale at great prices.  
 
We will also be voting on the new 
club officers for the next two years 
and everyone‟s vote is important!  
 
The field trip for November will be 
over Thanksgiving weekend to Afton 
Canyon and it‟s one you don‟t want 
to miss. There are great minerals 
and crystals to be collected and we 

always have a great time. Don‟t forget 
to get your dues for next year in to 
Marlene Kyte or Mark Nelson.  
 
Our general meeting in December will 
be the annual pot luck dinner and it 
will be the last opportunity to turn in 
your dues to avoid any penalties. I 
look forward to seeing everyone at 
the meetings. There may even be 
special prizes and handouts at the 
general meeting. I can say no more.  
 

                        … Chris Kyte, President 

 

November Meeting 
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EDUCATIONAL  OUTEACH  

By Ed Imlay 
Chair, Education Committee           

 
Like the Disney Diggers elementary school 
program reported on in our   October bulle-
tin, your child‟s class can get the assistance 
of the Pasadena      Lapidary Society.  Bring 
an interesting  short program to students or 
get help in building a local monument to 

learning like the garden of the Disney Diggers.  For information on speak-
ers or programs, contact the club president or the Editor. 
 
Ed Imlay reports that this is a perfect time to schedule school visits and 
reminds members to bring items to the November meeting: members can 
display any items of general interest or for identification, workshop     
projects, material from locations of recent or upcoming field trips, and the 
birthstone of the month: Topaz. 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY    

  

Ed’s Corner 

Ed Imlay at a local school 

November 2011 

Sunshine:    
Did you know that our member - Ralph Fregoso is 
actually “Dr. Fregoso” ?  It happens that our own 
Dr. Ralph Fregoso is a widely renown expert in the 
propagation and development of air plants, ferns 
and other rare plant species!  For an interesting 

outlook on the preservation and development of rare plants - raise the 
subject at the next meeting!    
 
Kathleen Griffey escaped from hospital care in time to participate in the 
Jewel Tunnel event on the 29th.  She is hoping to teach bead weaving at 
the January Workshop.  Stay tuned! 
 
Davis Coghill was feared to be out-of-action from a cerebral event.  At 
the Jewel Tunnel open house he was vocal in dispelling such rumors! 
 
If you know anyone who is not feeling up to par, has been sick or lost a 
loved one?  On the silver lining side of things, do y o u  k n o w  w h o  h a s  
achieved a goal, won a personal victory, or just something that deserves 
recognition? The Pasadena Lapidary Society has a Sunshine Committee 
to send cards and words of comfort and support and congratulations to 

those members who are in need or are deserving of it.  Notify the Editor 
or Cheryl Lopez at  (626) 351-6283 or at rclopez002 @verizon.net. 

 

2012 Membership Renewals are due!   Mem-
bership per calendar year is $20,  $15 for a 
second adult member in the same house. A 
third adult member and Junior members are 
$10. Membership badges are $7.50. Mail 
membership checks to P.O. Box 5025, Pasa-
dena CA  91117-0025. 
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Welcome  

New Members !! 

 

Please join us in welcoming Ferdie       
Sanchez and his son, Paolo, to the Society!  
Ferdie and Paolo live in Burbank.   Paolo, age 11, joins our 
growing rank of Junior Members.  This month will give them 
many opportunities to attend local rock and gem shows and 
our annual Thanksgiving Field Trip!  Share the lapidary and 
jewelry hobby. Invite your friends and neighbors to become 
members of the Pasadena Lapidary Society! 

WORKSHOP  
The workshop is continuing its new schedule of the 2nd Sunday of 
each month. Be sure to refer to the club calendar on page 8 to confirm 
the date.  At 10am, before the workshop, there will be a meeting to 
discuss plans for next year‟s Show.  All are welcome! 
 
Sylvia Cliffe will teach how to make a basic silver ring for you or a  
special person.  She will have all of the materials you need and you 
can buy them from her.  If the ring is not for you - make sure you have 
the size or another ring to measure. Bring a fine file and a small torch if 
you have one. 
 
The Laura Glenn Rock Specimen collections continues to grow as 
Carolyn Duncan brings new rocks to the workshop.  Check the rock 
storage racks and the “Free Rocks” pile for new additions. Come and 
select a couple for your project!  Members are available to help you 
with ideas and techniques. If you are looking for a particular rock,   
contact Carolyn Duncan at (909) 593-2781 or at 
gem.quest@yahoo.net.  
 
Workshop hours are from 1:30 until 5PM.  Parking is on the west side 
of street or in the church parking lot down on the corner on the east 
side of the street. 

OUR MISSION 
 
The Pasadena Lapidary Society serves to educate its  
members and the community in mineralogy, earth sciences, 
and training in the lapidary and jewelry arts – while        
promoting sound mineral resource stewardship based on 
environmental awareness and ethical behavior.  
 
The Society fulfills its mission year-round which may include 
field trips, lapidary workshops, outreach presentations,  
public mineral displays, an annual show, and monthly    
informational meetings open to the   public. 
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lapidary uses include stone eggs, spheres and carvings - including  
animals - such as the bear on the cover of this month‟s issue!  

It can be tumbled, formed into chips, spheres, pyramids, hearts, wands, 
small boxes and other containers, paperweights, free forms and scarabs 
for jewelry.  Quick & Leiper in their “GEMCRAFT - HOW TO CUT AND 
POLISH GEMSTONES “ recommend polishing with cerium oxide on a 
felt buff.  Unakite has even been used as tile on  the main terrace of the 
National Museum of Natural History (Smithsonian Institution - shown 
below) in Washington, D.C.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Boulder Opal 
by Dale "Cougar" Armstrong 

Wire-Sculpture.com 
 
Opals are considered a mystifying stone. The most   
common opal does not have a play of color, but because 
it is very abundant, rather soft, and is found in a wide 
variety of colors with an internal glow it makes lovely 
carvings. Add that some “common” opal really isn’t so 
common, such as beautiful Mexican jelly opal and the 
wonderful blue and pink opal from South America - all of 
which work into lovely cabochons. While rare, precious 
black, and chocolate opals can be found in specialized 
locations and have amazing play of color - milky white 
opals are the most well known.  Opalized fossils are   
actually the remains of prehistoric life that have been 
either been coated or filled with opal material, making 
these specimens even more special. But probably the 
most popular opal used by wire jewelry artists is Boulder 
Opal.  
 
Resembling the pre-
cious black opal, it is 
not surprising that 
the only location in 
the world to find the 
boulder opal is in 
Australia. 
 
Opal forms in un-
usual places and is 
often very thin. In 
Queensland, this thinner opal formed on a matrix of an 
iron rich sandstone called ironstone. To break up this 
bedrock, heavy excavation processes are used that   
result in huge chunks of ironstone, or boulders. The   
definition of a boulder refers to a huge, independent 
mass of rock that has been weathered so the edges are 
rounded, however this definition has been modified to 
cover rough edged stones that have been “detached 
from their place of origin.” Besides the amazing array of 
colors that play in the opal that formed on this ironstone, 
this variety does not have a huge water content, making 
it a very stable form of opal that is not apt to craze or 

(Continued on page 5) 

Rocks & Runes 
Your Place For Crystals 

1006 N. Lima St.— Burbank, CA  91505 

(818) 846-0108 

We carry gemstones from A to Z.   

Let us show you how to use gems and 

crystals for health as did the ancients.  

Classes, Meditation, Cards of Destiny. 

Tue-Sat. 11am-7pm, Sun 12pm-5pm 

email: rocksandrunes@yahoo.com 

web: www.rocksandrunes.com 

Wendy Ansel 
A Pasadena Lapidary Society Member 

Unakite shapes and cabochons, above, used courtesy of Dick Dietrich  

Unakite 

Cover photo used through the GNU Free Documentation License of 
Wikipedia.  Research in this article has been supplied by and used 
with the permission of R. V. Dietrich, Professor Emeritus, College of 
Science and Technology - Central Michigan University, and also from 
the article “Unakite” by Lawrence Skelton of Wichita, Kansas as   
published in the McPherson, Kansas, Gem & Mineral Society‟s The 
Post Rock.— Editor 

Unakite is readily available at the stores of our advertisers - The 
San Gabriel Bead Company, the Farrin O‟Connor Design Com-
pany and at Rocks And Runes.  Findings and polishing material 
can be found at A&A Supply, and Emilly Navarro will create a 
fabulous work of art if you sit down with her in her office! 

―Boulder Opal‖  

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/vet/disintro.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/vet/disintro.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/vet/disintro.htm


crack as it ages. When 
the opal is veined 
throughout the iron-
stone, it is called     
matrix opal.  
 
Boulder opal is difficult 
to cut into domed 
cabochons (see photo 
on left) due to the way 
the opal seams and 

veins form within the ironstone 
matrix - so most boulder opals 
are available in freeform or flat 
shapes. Most often a stone is 
cut, hoping that most of the 
opal remains on one side of the 
matrix.  
 
If the opal splits down the mid-
dle (called a boulder opal split) 
it can be mirrored on each side 
- which can be made into 

matching earring cabochons. Boulder 
opal can be classified in several cate-
gories, according to the color of the 
matrix rock: black, crystal, and light. 
The play of color in a boulder opal can 
include any combination of red,       
orange, green, blue, purple, and even 
pink! 
 

Although boulder opal may seem to be relatively new to 
the gemstone market, it was actually first discovered in 
the 1870’s. When precious black opal was found in New 
South Wales in 1903, boulder opal was all but forgotten 
about until around the 1980’s. Sometimes one can     
become confused when shopping for boulder opal,     
because ironstone is often used as the backing for    
doublets and triplets made of either precious black or 
white opal. Please be aware that true boulder opal 
should be sold by the piece, and not by the carat or gram 
weight.  

(Continued from page 4) 

Navarro’s Creations  

18 N. Mentor, Pasadena 

(626) 577-2077 

 

Designer and Unique Jewelry 

  

Let Emilly Navarro create something for you! Bring her 

a  picture or sketch of your dream design for a free quote.  

Open Monday - Saturday, 10am - 6pm 
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Member - To - Member 

Jim Gersbach is looking for a used faceting machine.  If you know of one 
available please let him know at (626) 577-6773 or at 
tenomo@netscape.net 
 
Linda Nelson is looking for a small, used, mining ore cart.  (909) 592-1322 
or lnelsn@verizon.net. 
 
Members are welcome to submit an ad for items wanted, for sale or free to 
other members.  Submit a non-commercial ad of three lines to the editor at 
the address on page 2.   

  

Doing a report on Fossils? 
By Jim Brace-Thompson, President CFMS 

 
To help youth leaders capitalize on this now-natural proclivity of today's 
kids and teens (Internet ability), I'll start with a couple sites specifically 
devoted to identifying interesting fossils. 
 
Fossil News:  Journal of Avocational Paleontology -   
This is the official web site of Fossil News: Journal of Avocational    
Paleontology, a monthly magazine published with the amateur foremost 
in mind. The site includes articles and illustrations from past issues on 
topics ranging from specific geological time periods to fossil preparation 
to cladistics. 
 
Paleontological Portal -   
The Paleontological Portal (produced by the University of California 
Museum of Paleontology and the PaleoSociety, the Society of  Verte-
brate Paleontologists, and the USGS) are central entry points to paleon-
tology resources for audiences of all levels. Topics for exploration in-
clude Exploring Time & Space.  
 
Paleobiology Database -  
For a more sophisticated user and for older kids - check the Paleobiol-
ogy Database (www.paleodb.org). It lets you scan more than 43,000 
fossil collections. You can enter a specific species, and see where all 
sorts of information about it, and can even map the finds to see where 
that  species has been collected.  

These sites scratch just the surface of what's out there. You can make 
this into a fun activity for your juniors by encouraging them to surf the 
Web themselves for interesting fossil sites and having them share and 
report on what they find with their fellow members at your next meeting!  

— This article was submitted by CFMS President Jim Brace-
Thompson to be printed in our newsletter. - Editor. 

This article was written by Dale ―Cougar‖ Armstrong 
who granted permission to re-print it in the Pasadena 
Lapidary Society’s Rockhound Ramblings.  This and 
other interesting articles can be viewed on-line at her 
web site:  www.Wire-Sculpture.com.  You can also 
sign up at her website to receive weekly tips and in-
formation relating to the lapidary and jewelry hobby.
— Editor. 

Rough-cut cabochons 

Free-form black opal pendant 

Black Opal Pendant 



FARRIN  O’CONNOR   

DESIGN 
      146 W. Bellevue Drive, Pasadena 

 

This is a true ―hidden gem‖ for those    

interested in lapidary and jewelry work.  A 

fully-stocked store with books, tools, beads 

and findings awaits you.  Learn how to 

make jewelry from nothing-to-finished in their one-day 

classes.   See upcoming classes and instructors at 

www.farrinoconnordesign.com/classes 
      Or call them at (626) 796-5300.  Free fenced parking. 

FIELD  TRIPS 
By Joe Goetz 

This month we will use some of our Thanksgiving energy 
to explore the Mojave Desert in the area east of Afton 
Canyon.   
 
MATERIAL TO COLLECT - Red and yellow agate,    

jasper, plume and sagenite, opalite, calcite rhombs, chalcedony roses, 
amygdules, green fluorite, onyx and much more. 
 
PROPOSED SCHEDULE - Friday, November 25th, will be for setting up 
camp.  Around 1 PM we will caravan to a nearby destination. Each day 
around 8 a.m. we will be going to a different area to 
collect. There will be a potluck on Friday & Saturday 
around 5 PM.  Bring food to share and firewood for 
a group campfire . 
 
DIRECTIONS TO CAMP SITE - We are planning to 
camp in the BLM campground at Afton Canyon.  
Take I-15 Freeway east past Barstow for 37 miles 
to Afton Canyon Road exit.  Turn right for 3.3 miles 
and look for our signs in the campground. The road to the camping site is 
okay for 2-wheel drive cars, trailers and motor homes. 
 
CAMP & FACILITIES - The campground has a water spigot and there are  
tables and fire grates at each campsite. Pit toilets are located in the center 
of the campground. The daily fee for camping is $6.00.  Toilets are      
serviced and garbage is collected.  Day-use and camping in a nearby level 
area are  free. 
 
VEHICLE - It is a 4-Wheel drive from camp to collecting areas.  People 
without 4WD can ride with those who do.  Call me and I can pair you up. 
 
TOOLS - Collecting bags, rock hammer, eye protection, flashlights, knap-
sack, water bottle, lots of water and a camp chair (to sit in at night around 
the fire), etc. 
 
SAFETY CONCERNS - Do not lick the rocks, drink water regularly, use 
sun screen, stay away from rattlesnakes, use bug spray, be aware of flash 
floods, be extra careful and don't get lost! 
 
WEATHER - It can be hot during the day and cold at night.  It could rain.  
Dress accordingly. 
 
OTHER REMARKS -All club members and their guests are welcome to 
join us. Come for the day or camp out with us.  I should be arriving at 
campsite around 11 a.m. on Friday. Saturday and Sunday we will be leav-
ing the camp at around 8 a.m. and drive to the collecting areas. You must 
observe the AFMS code of ethics and sign a consent and assumption of 
risk waiver of liability form. Hope to see you there!  Call me to confirm you 
are coming so I know who to call if the schedule changes. 626-914-5030. 
 In January there will be a meeting to determine the 2012 Field Trips.  
Your input is appreciated. 
 
  Somewhere in California …. 
                      ……  going the wrong way …  

AFMS - American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

Put your used postage stamps to good use! 
The Southeastern Federation of Mineralogi-
cal Societies has a Stamp Program to raise 
funds for scholarships. What stamps are 
best? Commemorative, definitive, un-
cancelled or lightly cancelled are best ... 
paper meter strips are not acceptable; the 
same for torn or heavily cancelled stamps. 

Think of it this way ... the stamps are being sold to collectors, so 
look at the condition of the stamps and go from there.  Please col-
lect stamps from your home or work mail, cut the paper off to about 
½ inch from the stamp (care must be taken not to tear or damage 
the stamp!) and put them into a spare envelope.  When the enve-
lope is full, mail it to Jeff Ursillo, 15496 Lakes of Delray Blvd # 207, 
Delray Beach FL 33484.  In addition to your return address, print 
“Pasadena Lapidary Society” on the envelope.   
 
Questions?  Contact your editor or check out this SFMS website 
page: http://www.amfed.org/sfms/stamp-program-gs.html. 
 

Next year the AFMS Convention will be held in Minnetonka, 
MN the weekend of July 26-29.   Read the latest AFMS 
newsletter at: http://www.amfed.org/news/n2011_09.pdf 

             

The CFMS has announced the dates for the 2012 Earth Science 
Seminar to be held at Soda Springs (Zzyzx) located approximately 
50 miles northeast of Barstow, CA, off 1-15 at Zzyzx Rd.  The date 
is April 1st through 8th.  The Seminar is actually a hands-on instruc-
tion of jewelry and lapidary techniques where students really learn 
skills that they may not have an opportunity to learn elsewhere.  
This year‟s courses include Lapidary, Silver Fabrication, Beading, 
Soft Stone Carving & Scrimshaw, Advanced Wire Art, Wire Art, 
Field Trips, Precious Metal Clay, Faceting and Alternative Casting. 
 
The cost for the week is $375.00 per person and includes quarters 
or RV space, three meals per day, and classes.  For more informa-
tion and an application - see the October CFMS Bulletin at 
www.cfmsinc.org/newsletter/news2011/010oct11/newsoct11.pdf or 
call Marion Roberts at (209) 538-0197. 

Joe Goetz 
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CFMS - California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

FEDERATION NEWS  

Bighorn Sheep Photo by Jay 
Valle - WGMS. 

http://www.beifan.com/000ads/01-76-postage-stamps/postage-stamps.jpg


LOCAL ROCK AND GEM SHOWS: 

November 5-6  LANCASTER.  10th Annual 

Show; Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club; Antelope 

Valley Fairgrounds, Van Dam Pavilion, 2551 W. 

Ave. H; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission; gem-

stones, minerals, beads, lapidary, jewelry,     

display supplies, dinosaur program with Richard 

Wade, petrified wood programs with Walton 

Wright, kids’ scavenger hunt, silent auction, demonstrations, raffle; 

contact Cheri George  (562) 243-8470.  

 

5-6  RIDGECREST.  56th annual show; Indian Wells Gem & Mineral 

Society; Desert Empire Fairgrounds, Mesquite Hall, 520 S. Richmond 

Rd.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission; contact John DeRosa, (760) 375-

7905. 

 

5-6 ANAHEIM.  44th Opal & Gem Show, American Opal Society.  The 

White House/West Wing Event Center, 1238 S. Beach Blvd.  Sat. 10-6, 

Sun. 10-5 Admission $3, children under age 15 and parking are free.  

Opal and gem dealers; rough and cut opals; huge gemstone raffle; free 

opal seminars; free demonstrations.  Pete Goetz (714) 530-3530.   

11-13  SANTA ANA.  Wholesale/retail show, ―Fall West Coast Gem & 

Mineral Show‖. Holiday Inn-Orange County Airport, 2726 S. Grand 

Ave.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; open to the public, 

more than 80 wholesale and retail dealers, minerals, fossils, gems, jew-

elry, lapidary supplies; contact Martin Zinn Expositions (505) 867-0425.  

 

9-20  OXNARD.  Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society; Oxnard Performing 

Arts Center, 800 Hobson Way; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission; free 

rock for each child, lapidary demonstrations, glass-bead making, wire 

wrapping, rock polishing, dealers, gems, minerals, fossils, stone beads, 

Idaho opals, silver craft, finished jewelry, tools, lapidary supplies, 

books; contact Norb Kinsler, (805) 644-6450.  

 

December 3-4: BARSTOW.  Mojave Desert Gem & Mineral Society, 

Barstow Community Center 841 S. Barstow Road, Hours: 10 – 5 daily.  

Gene Haines, (760) 256-0595.  

Library 

UOP 

The Paul Bunyan Mine 
A Report from the October Field Trip By Rex Nishimura 

 
The Bunyan Mine seems pretty well picked over.  A deserted camp-
ground is all that remains of a once promising digging area. Perhaps 
the recent reports of a possible new active claim here have some-
thing to do with the dearth of activity from amateur collectors.  
 
Paul Bunyan agate is typically whitish-blue in color. The distinguish-
ing feature is the presence of red plumes throughout the agate. Top 
quality slabs tend to be more red than white and sell for $50 or more.  
The main seam is carved out of solid rock and is now about 10 feet 
deep. The remaining venular agate is separated in the middle by a 
rock matrix - there are no solid chunks of agate that one might chisel 
out and slab. If one could free the remaining agate, however, it would 
make fine tumbling specimens. 
 
There are other places on the mountain where the seam might be 
accessed; visual sightings of some exploratory digs confirm this. I 
could see at least 3 places where some hopeful miner converted his 
dreams into sweat and, hopefully, profit.  The way it looks now it will 
take major effort to get some nice stuff out of the Bunyan mine. Oh, 
its still there - somewhere under tons of back-breaking rock. I‟m sure 
rumors of another find are being whispered from ear to ear as we 
speak.  For me, however, I think I might have better luck in the 
nearby Cady Mountains. Perhaps I‟ll find another mine during my 
nomadic search.  If I do, I‟ve already got a name for it. I‟m going to 
call it the “About Time” Mine !! 
  …….. „til next TIME, 

     …… Rex 

Look for the gems in 

the calendar on page 8. 

A full month of great local lapidary shows!  Please plan on    

attending one of the shows listed on this page, and wear your 

club badge when you do! - Editor  

                           

The single source supplier for jewelers and gemologists. 
319 W. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90014  (213) 627-8004 

Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Saturday: 9a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Supplies, displays, boxes, jewelry tools, precious metal, findings, fine 
jewelry, stones, settings and wedding bands.  A wide variety of lighting, 
photography boxes, inventory software and product labeling supplies.  
Metalsmithing and lapidary supplies.  Free catalog!   www.aajewelry.com. 
 
We carry the best quality tools and equipment available in the industry, at 
the best prices in the United States!   We can confidently say that no 
supplier has lower prices.  Jewelry and Lapidary clubs are welcome ! 
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California State Mining and Mineral Museum 
By CJ Quitoriano, CFMS 

 

I wanted to let you know that the California State Mining and Mineral       
Museum, which houses and displays the Official California Collection of gems 
and minerals, is on the State Parks closure list. This is the third year we have 
been on the closure list but unfortunately it is looking very dire for us this 
year.  
 
In an effort to garner grassroots support to keep the museum open we have 
created a Facebook page. We would like to invite your members to comment 
or voice their concern over the closure of this museum. This collection was 
started in 1880 by the State legislature and has been on continuous display 
for 131 years. The collection contains approximately 14,000 specimens from 
all over the world and from California. It is anticipated that if we close it will be 
by July 1st 2012. If that happens it is very likely that the collection will be put 
into storage. This is a premier collection on the west coast and spawned 
collections in many of the other western states. We would appreciate any 
help you and your members could provide. If you could pass the word in your 
newsletter as well it would be appreciated.   Here is a link on our Facebook 
page to the California State Parks Foundation which provides suggestions 
about how to help. The link to our Facebook page is: . http://
www.facebook.com/pages/California-State-Mining-and-Mineral-
Museum/192306770823629.  

Did you know that everyone's tongue print 
is different - like fingerprints? 
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Gettysburg    \    

Address 1863 

           

     President 

John F. Kennedy 

 Assassinated 

       1963 

Did you know that a full-moon (November 
10th), is nine times brighter than a half-
moon, such as will be seen on the 2nd? 

All Saint’s Day 

         Bylaws Com-

mittee Meeting 

10am at OWB 

      

Al-Hijira 

Islamic 
New Year 

http://homeschooling.about.com/library/ucwriclub138.htm
http://homeschooling.about.com/library/ucwriclub138.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/alhijra.shtml

