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President’s Message
I hope that everyone
had a great Easter with
their family and that
you are enjoying the
warm weather! We had
a good trip to Lavic
siding for our field trip
last month with lovely
weather. Jay Valle and I climbed up
the hills and into the ravines and found
lots of fun rock. We found a location
that was new to us and collected some
nice agate with red inclusions. I invite
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our new members to explore with me on
the next trip as we always have a good
time in May and it is seldom too hot to
hike over the countryside.
We spent some time at the last
workshop fixing equipment and evaluating some of the pieces that have been
sitting on shelves for a while. As a result
we have another 18 inch saw working
and we stabilized one of the 8 inch
finishing saws so there should be
enough working saws to keep everyone
busy! We will be fixing more equipment
and replacing some of the polishing
drums that are getting worn out also
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and bringing in more rough material for
members to work on.
I also wanted to welcome the
new members again. See their names on
the next page. It’s always encouraging
when we find new friends that have the
rock collecting and polishing bug, especially younger folks so we can pass on
the skills and interests that we enjoy so
much. I look forward to getting to know
everyone over the next few months but
don’t be shy about introducing yourselves again!
… Chris Kyte, President

Meeting and General Club Information
Officers
Chris Kyte, President
(626) 794-0519
ckyte60@att.net
Cheryl Lopez, Secretary
(626) 351-6283
rclopez002@verizon.net
Mark Nelson, Treasurer
(909) 996-1784
mnelsonair@aol.com
FAIR USE NOTICE. This
publication may contain copyrighted
material the use of which has not
been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner.
We are making such material
available in our efforts to advance
the educational understanding of the
amateur jewelry fabrication and rock
collecting hobbies.
We believe this constitutes a 'fair
use' of any such copyrighted
material as provided for in section
107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.
If you wish to use material from this
publication for commercial or
purposes of your own that go
beyond 'fair use', you must obtain
permission from the copyright
owner.

Newsletter

Articles or
corrections should be sent to the
editor: Mark Nelson, 1475 Paseo
Maravilla, San Dimas, CA,
91773. (909) 996-1784 or to
mnelsonair @aol.com

April Board Meeting
by Cheryl Lopez, Secretary

There was no quorum, but
the Board reviewed the annual show. Trudy Krose’s
comparison of the PLS
show with other clubs’
shows was received with
interest. Meeting programs,
educational presentations,
workshop and meeting dates
and financial reports were
discussed.

April Meeting

Our 14 new members were
unanimously voted in as full
members. The membership
also voted to hold a show in
2012. The location and date
is to be determined by the
committee. The opportunity
drawing raised $41 thanks to
the great lapidary specimens
of Sylvia Cliffe. The members voted to change the
workshop to the 2nd Sunday

of the month from June
through December 2011.
Dave Svenson gave an
interesting report on the
Diamond Symposium he
attended in San Diego.
May Member Meeting

The May meeting will be
on Monday, May 23rd,
at the Pasadena Central
Library. Guests are welcome. Wear your membership badge!

Membership Information and Meeting Locations
Membership per calendar
year is $20, $15 for a second
adult member in the same
house. Junior members and
third or more members at the
same house are $10. Initiation
fee is $2.50 per person and
membership badges are $7.50.
Renewals are due by the
December General Meeting.
Mail membership checks to
P.O. Box 5025, Pasadena CA
91117-0025.
Board Meetings are held at
7 : 0 0 p m o n t h e fi r s t
Wednesday of the month at
the One West Bank at the
northeast corner of Santa

Anita and Foothill in
Arcadia. All PLS members
are welcome to attend.
General Meetings.
This
month’s meeting will be at
the Pasadena Central
Library at 285 E. Walnut
Street in Pasadena at 7:00
pm. Guests are welcome!
Field Trips are scheduled
each month. Refer to the
bulletin for date, location
and information.
Workshops are offered in
our well-equipped shop in
Pasadena to all members for

a nominal fee - normally on
the 1st Sunday of each month.
Refer to the newsletter for
hours and the calendar for
date. Eye protection and
closed-toe shoes are mandatory for all participants. Call a
board member for the location.
Workshops and field trips are
for adult members and
children with direct parental
supervision.
The Annual Club Show is
held the second weekend of
March at the Masonic Hall,
3130 Huntington Drive, San
Marino.
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Ed’s Corner

EDUCATIONAL OUTEACH
BY ED IMLAY

Ed Imlay at local schools

Ed Imlay visited Cub
Scout Pack 164 in
Temple City. The Scouts
are working on Geology
Awards dealing with
rocks and minerals.

DISPLAY TABLE - Members are encouraged to display any items of general interest, workshop projects,
material from locations of recent or upcoming field
trips, and the birthstone of the month: Emerald. If you
have a rock you are trying to identify - set it out with a
paper asking “What Is This?”. It’s a great challenge for
other members!

WORKSHOP
Great news! Thanks to a donation of great rocks from
the Glenn Family our club has a fascinating supply of
slabs, geodes, petrified wood, agate, onyx and many
others! Members may select as many rocks as they
need for their immediate projects. Please don’t get
anxious that there won’t be specimens for you to work
on - Laura Glenn donated over 10,000 lbs of great
rocks to our club! If you are looking for something in
particular, contact Carolyn Duncan at (909) 593-2781
or at gem.quest@yahoo.net. The workshop will be
changing to the 2nd Sunday of each month - starting
June 12th, and ending in December. Refer to the club
calendar on page 8 for the date.
In order to assure everyone of equal access to the saws and polishing
machines at the workshop we are asking each user to sign up and pay for
each set of 2 slabs that they will cut (fees are posted). After two cuts
another member may use the machine and the first person can sign up for
another set.
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Welcome
New Members !!
Fourteen outstanding new members
joined our club at the Annual Show
and were confirmed by a vote of the membership at
the April meeting!
Please welcome Lorraine
Bauchiero (Alhambra), Fred Chen (San Marino),
John & Alexander Ramsay (San Marino), Doug and
Isaac Roberts & Ella Pfeiffer (San Marino), Rosemary Ayala (Pico Rivera), Rita Castanon (Whittier),
Philip Lahr (La Crescenta), Patricia Stubblefield
(Altadena), Bob Brice (North Hollywood), Guadalupe
Lanza (South Pasadena), Paul Salcido (San Gabriel).

Rockhounds Live
Forever

Last month I had the pleasure
of meeting a really outstanding
person. Laura and Bill Glenn
shared their love for each other
and for rock collecting for 70
years. They were members of
our club before founding the
Bill & Laura Glenn
Foothill Gem and Mineral
Society. When Bill passed,
Laura sought the help of The Searchers to sell her rocks to
other collectors over two weekends, and the sale was quite
successful! Laura and I shared having been our clubs’
bulletin editor and she gave me a file box stuffed full of
notes, maps, clippings, research and humor. She also gave
our club all of the rocks that did not sell during the sale.
These rocks will serve to further the love of our planet’s
natural treasures for young and old alike - and are very
much appreciated!
In my opinion Laura and Bill showed us how those
treasures that we unearth, cut, polish and value can
continue to give joy, education and appreciation to future
generations long after we are gone. When they go to other
collectors, the effort of the previous collector lives on forever
through his or her generosity.
— Editor
Sunshine:
Ed Imlay continues to recover from his
bionic knee surgery. He was at the
Glenn’s home loading rock with the rest of
us last month. If you know of a society
member who has been or is ill, had a
death in the family, or has had a great event happen in their
life, please contact Cheryl Lopez, our Secretary, with the
news. Cheryl’s info is on page 2 of this bulletin.
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(Malachite - continued from page 1)

attractive jewelry. With the increases in the costs of
precious metals, malachite offers the jewelry and
lapidary enthusiast a stone that is both affordable
and attractive. Its Greek name is Malache for
"mallow", a green herb. Its light and dark green
bands form designs that are one-of-a-kind, and give
it a unique ornamental quality unlike that of any
other stone. The bands are so distinctive that
malachite may be one of the most easily recognized
minerals by the general public. Its banding forms
from subtle changes in the oxidation states of the
surrounding pore waters, but the exact mechanism is
still not well understood. Malachite often results
from weathering of copper ores and is often found
together with azurite, goethite, and calcite. Except
for its vibrant green color, the properties of malachite are similar to those of azurite and aggregates
of the two minerals occur frequently - even banded
together as in the photo
shown here - and called
“azure-malachite”.
Malachite is more common
than azurite and is typically
associated with copper deposits around limestone the source of the carbonate.
Having a Mohs scale hardness of 3.5-4.0, tumbled
stones of malachite are possibly the most popular
tumbled stones ever and are sold in literally every
rock shop around the world. Carved boxes and
figurines of malachite are almost
as common. Although malachite
art is not as precious as jade, it
is hard to argue that it is less
beautiful. Malachite is also
popular in jewelry, and we see
quite a bit of it in Native American Southwestern
jewelry. The stones inlayed in silver make a nice
variance from the traditional turquoise jewelry.
Mining Malachite began as early as 4000 BC by ancient Egyptians. In Israel, malachite is extensively
mined at Timna valley, often called King Solomon's
Mines. Archeological evidence indicates that the
mineral has been mined and smelted at that site for
over 3,000 years. It is found worldwide including in
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Zaire, Namibia, Russia, Australia and England. In
the U.S. it’s found in Arizona, California, Nevada,
Utah, Pennsylvania and Tennessee. The ancient
Egyptians, Greeks and Romans used malachite for
jewelry and ground it to use as eye shadow. It is
used in amulets to protect against the evil eye. In the
Middle Ages it was used to protect children from
witches and other dangers. It is the guardian stone
of travelers.

Garbage Disposal Flat Lap
By Bob Brice
Don't throw away that old garbage disposer. With minimal
fabrication, it can be made into a
makeshift flat lap. Just add a
switch and a drip source - and
you'll find that a 6-inch flat disk
fits like it was made for it.

This tip comes from Bob Moore, one
of our new members. Bob is a mechanic by trade and enthusiastic in
his pursuit of his lapidary interests.
He will be demonstrating how to
convert the disposer at an upcoming
workshop, so look for discarded
disposers and check the Bulletin!
- Editor

Rocks & Runes
Your Place For Crystals
1006 N. Lima St.— Burbank, CA 91505
(818) 846-0108
We carry gemstones from A to Z.
Let us show you how to use gems and
crystals for health as did the ancients.
Classes, Meditation, Cards of Destiny.
Tue-Sat. 11am-7pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
email: rocksandrunes@yahoo.com
web: www.rocksandrunes.com

Wendy Ansel
A Pasadena Lapidary Society Member

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY

Mineral Cleaning for Amateurs
by John H. Betts, All Rights Reserved
Reprinted with permission of the author

Many specimens collected in the field do not look like
the ones that dealers are selling. Most collectors become
discouraged or frustrated. This article will give a few
simple techniques clean the pieces you collect.
Oxalic Acid
Anything that has the word "acid" sounds ominous. But
oxalic acid is easy to find, use, and the safest for the
home. In fact it is found in many vegetables including
spinach. It is used to dissolve the iron oxide (brown)
stain on all minerals. Specimens such as smoky quartz
and many others clean up beautifully with oxalic acid.
Zeolites do not respond as well, so you should test
beforehand on small specimens to see how they react.
To make this as simple as possible I will give a
step by step guide to its use. Do not take any shortcuts or
make substitutions.
Purchase a one pound box of Oxalic Acid (OA)
powder at your local hardware store in the paint
department or at a paint store. It is used as wood bleach
and will be labeled as such. The most common brand is
Rainbow.
Fill a plastic one gallon container 3/4 full with
distilled water. Pour in the OA crystals and stir for five
minutes. Be careful not to inhale any powder when
adding the crystals. Once the OA is dissolved top off
the container to a full gallon. Label the container and put
out of reach of children or pets. When you are ready to
use it place your specimens in a plastic container and add
enough OA solution to cover. Set aside for several days.
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discard it and mix a new batch.
Safety is important. OA solution is highly toxic. It can
absorbed through the skin and builds up in your organs
cumulatively. The same goes for the fumes, which is
why you never boil the solution and always have
proper ventilation when using the heated solution. Be
careful not to spill the solution on porcelain and keep
away from food preparation surfaces.
After the iron color has disappeared you can
remove the specimens (with gloves on) and wash under
running water for three hours. NOTE: If you have hard
water in your area, it is smart to use distilled water for
the first few rinsings to prevent the formation of insoluble oxalates that will stain the specimen yellow when
dry.
Then soak in clean water for a day changing the
water as often as possible. The best formula for washing
minerals is:
 Change the water every minute for an hour.
 Change the water every hour for a day.
 Change the water every day for a month.
The best way is to place the rocks to be washed
in a 5 gallon bucket. Drill a small hole in the bottom,
then fill with water and adjust the flow of the water trickling in to equal the flow out through the small hole. Acid
is heavier than water. It will settle to the bottom and flow
out through the hole. The trickle in ensures that all specimens are covered with water.
In spite of the fuss, this is the best all around method of
cleaning minerals. I keep a large five gallon bucket with
tight fitting lid filled and ready, I drop specimens in as I
collect them. It always works and the large volume does
not exhaust quickly. Mastering this technique will
provide an important tool in your mineral cleaning and
preparation arsenal. Good luck!

Heat speeds up the reaction, as does agitation. If you
This article and others can be found at Mr. Betts’ web
have a hot plate and can set up outdoors or in an area
site: http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com
with good ventilation then repeat the preparation step but heat the solution to bath water hot (1100 f). Never
Be aware that oxalic acid can harm calcite crystals and carbonates, so
Boil! You will find that an hour in hot solution will usutest it on small samples of material. - Editor
ally do the trick. Best of all is an ultrasonic cleaner with
built in heater. Sometimes only 30 minutes is necessary.
Navarro’s Creations
But you should not put the OA directly into the stainless
18 N. Mentor, Pasadena
steel basin. Make a double boiler type of arrangement by
(626) 577-2077
partially filling the ultrasonic cleaner basin with water.
Then place your specimens and OA solution in a plastic
Designer and Unique Jewelry
container or heavy duty plastic bag that is suspended in
the water.
Let Emilly Navarro create something for you! Bring her
You can reuse the solution over and over. As it a picture or sketch of your dream design for a free quote.
dissolves more and more iron it will get darker - often
Open Monday - Saturday, 10am - 6pm
taking on a green color. After it gets really dark I would
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FIELD TRIPS
By Joe Goetz

As the weather gets hot here in the Los
Angeles Basin, we start looking for
cooler places to go for weekend collecting trips. Our next field trip is scheduled
for the Greenhorn Mountains over the
Memorial Day Holiday Weekend - May 28th and 29th.
We'll visit the remarkable “rose quartz wall” in the
Greenhorn Mountains near Lake Isabella and collect
samples. The meeting place will be the Panorama
Campground (tent camping). We'll caravan to the dig
site from there at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday morning.
Bring a sack lunch and stay the day. Sunday we will
explore for Scheelite and other specimens. The area
has experienced a lot of mining for quartz-related
minerals. Keep an eye on the weather, but at 7200’
elevation it will be nice and cool.
We will be combining this field trip with the Monrovia and Whittier clubs. More information will be
available at the meetings of each club in May.
Be sure to let me know if you are coming - in case there is
weather or some other incident that changes out plans.
Call me at (626) 914-5030 or email at joenmar1@verizon.net.
Somewhere in California ….
…… going the wrong way …

Joe Goetz

FEDERATION NEWS
CFMS - California Federation of Mineralogical Societies

CALICO FIELD TRIP
By Adam Dean
CFMS Field Trips South Co-Chair
Where: Calico Mountains - May 28 at 8:00 AM.
This is a day trip. We will sign in at 8 am and depart by 8:30 AM
- Sharp!
Meeting Place: Calico Rd on the north side of the 15 Freeway
Road Conditions: This is 4wd only. Some sand and steep
canyons grades are expected. No 2wd or low clearance vehicles.
You may need to ride with a friend with a 4wd.
Accommodations: If you choose to stay overnight, there is nice
camping in Mule Canyon (dry camping only) or you may stay at
the many hotels in Barstow.
Material: Our primary objective is to collect sagenite. Sagenite in
this area is not overly abundant so don't expect to fill your sack.

You must dig for the best material. It is great agate and you
must work to obtain a small amount. However, when you find
a good one, it makes all your hard work worth it! This is a
remote area, so please bring extra water, packed lunch and
supplies.
For further information, please contact Adam Dean @ (909)
489-4899 or e-mail him: theagatehunter@verizon.net
AFMS - American Federation of Mineralogical Societies

CFMS & AFMS Newsletters - Anyone interested
may have their own subscriptions to these newsletters. The cost for one year is $5.50 for the
CFMS and $4.50 for the AFMS.
Send your check for $5.50, made payable to
C.F.M.S., to:
Pat LaRue,
Exec. Sec./Treas
P. O. Box 1657
Rialto, CA 92377-1657
Send your check for $4.50, made payable to
A.F.M.S., to:

Steve Weinberger
A.F.M.S. Central Office
PO Box 302
Glyndon, MD 21071-0302
I do share some information from these with you,
but there is much more in each issue that you may
be interested in. If you have access to the internet
you can download both from their respective websites for free by going to www.cfmsinc.org
- Editor.
FARRIN O’CONNOR
DESIGN
146 W. Bellevue Drive, Pasadena
This is a true “hidden gem” for those
interested in lapidary and jewelry work. A
fully-stocked store with books, tools, beads
and findings awaits you. Learn how to
make jewelry from nothing-to-finished in their one-day
classes. See upcoming classes and instructors at
www.farrinoconnordesign.com/classes
Or call them at (626) 796-5300. Free fenced parking.
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Member - To - Member
Members are welcome to submit an ad for items wanted, for
sale or free to other members. Ads are limited to three lines for
three months a year and may not be of a commercial nature.
There is no cost for the ad. Submit your message to the Editor
who reserves the right to edit or refuse any submissions.

Phillip Lahr, a new member this month, is
looking for a small trim saw and grinder/
polisher unit. (818) 957-2322
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LOCAL ROCK AND GEM SHOWS:
May 6-8 - COSTA MESA - Gem Faire
Inc.; OC Fair & Event Center Bldg. #10,
88 Fair Dr.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
weekend pass $7, children 11 and under
free.

Look for the gems in
the calendar on page 8.

6-8 - BISHOP - Lone Pine Gem & Mineral
Society, Tri-County Fairgrounds (Robinson Bldg.) Corner of
Sierra Street & Fair Drive, Fri. 6pm-10; Sat. 9:30-4; Sun.10-3.
13-15 - ANDERSON - CFMS SHOW

May’s birthstone is the Emerald
The Gregorian calendar has poems matching each
month with its birthstone. These are traditionally the
stones in English-speaking societies. It is not known
whether these verses below are of the originally Gregorian calendar or not. In fact Tiffany & Co. published these
poems "of unknown author" for the first time in a
pamphlet in 1870.
Who first beholds the light of day
In spring's sweet, flower month of May
And wears an emerald
all her life
UOP
Shall be a loved and a loving wife.
Library

20-22 - SANTA ANA - “Spring West Coast Gem & Mineral
Show”. Holiday Inn-Orange County Airport, 2726 S. Grand
Ave.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; open to the
public, more than 80 wholesale and retail dealers, minerals,
fossils, gems, jewelry, lapidary supplies.
21-22 - YUCAIPA - Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral Society,
Yucaipa Community Center, 34900 Oak Glen Road, Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 10-4.
22 - SAN BERNARDINO - Rings & Things, Hilton San Bernardino, 285 E. Hospitality Lane, Sun. 10-2; free admission;
gemstones, bead strands, findings and supplies.
June 3-5 - WOODLAND HILLS - Rockatomics Gem and
Mineral Society, Pierce College, 20800 Victory Blvd, 9-5 daily.
4-5 - GLENDORA - Glendora Gems, Goddard Middle School,
859 East Sierra Madre, Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4.
4-5 - LA HABRA - North Orange County Gem and Mineral
Society, La Habra Community Center, 101 W. La Habra Blvd.
Hours 10-5 daily.
Please plan on attending one of the shows listed on this page, and
wear your club badge!
- Editor

The single source supplier for jewelers and gemologists.
319 W. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90014 (213) 627-8004
Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Saturday: 9a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Supplies, displays, boxes, jewelry tools, precious metal, findings, fine jewelry,
stones, settings and wedding bands. A wide variety of lighting, photography boxes,
inventory software and product labeling supplies. Metalsmithing and lapidary supplies. Free catalog. www.aajewelry.com.
We carry the best quality tools and equipment available in the industry, at the best
prices in the United States! We can confidently say that no supplier has lower
prices. Jewelry and Lapidary clubs are welcome !

The Pasadena Lapidary Society, inc.
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The Pasadena Lapidary Society, Inc.
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First Class Mail

Bulletin Editor:
1475 Paseo Maravilla
San Dimas, CA 91773-3908

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Pasadena, California
U.S.A.

The Pasadena Lapidary Society is affiliated with the California and
American Federations of Mineralogical Societies. Our editor is a
member of the Special Congress Representing Involved Bulletin Editors.
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