
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
March 2, 2017  

A meeting of the Board of Directors (BOD) of the Pasadena Lapidary Society (PLS), a California
corporation, was held on Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:10 P.M., Pacific Time, at Matt Denny's
Ale House Restaurant, 145 Huntington Drive, Arcadia, CA 91006.

Present:
Officers - Ellen Ferrell, President; Mona Ross, Vice President: Mark Nelson, Secretary:  Linda Nelson,
Treasurer; Joe Goetz, Federation Director. 
Chairs & Trustees - Carolyn Duncan, Ed Imlay, Chris Kyte, Marcia Goetz, Cindy Lamarche, Joan Harrison,
Elizabeth Weston.

Officers/Chairs/Directors Absent: Jennifer Jang.

Also Present: Victor Castellano
Counsel Present:  There was no counsel present
Attendees participating via telephone or electronically: None

Call to Order:  President Ellen Ferrell called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M.  There was no
request to electronically record this meeting.  Of the 11 Officers and Directors, 10 were confirmed
present and a quorum was declared.

REPORTS

Secretary's Report:  
• Minutes:

November:
< The minutes of the board meeting of November 2016 had been previously

distributed to Board members via email prior to this meeting.
< Mark Nelson moved approval, second by Joe Goetz. A few corrections were

addressed. 
< Chris Kyte stated that it was his intention to seek the removal from office of the

Secretary if the Secretary did not make corrections agreed to by the Board, and
asked for others to express their comments. The only comment was by Mona Ross
who stated that she was pleased with corrections made to the minutes as
presented. 

< There being no other comments, the vote to approve the minutes passed. 

December:
< The Secretary requested that the board approve the December meeting minutes.

Mona Ross seconded the motion. There was no discussion and the motion to
approve passed.

January: It was noted that there were no January minutes due to that meeting being
cancelled.
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February: The Secretary requested that the February minutes be reviewed for
approval at the April board meeting. 

• Correspondence: Mark Nelson reported that there had not been any significant 
correspondence.

• February Action Items: 
< The President reviewed the Action Items prepared by the Secretary following the

February meeting. 
< She announced that Joan Harrison had been appointed to replace the retiring Ed

Imlay as Education Committee Chair. 
< Ellen further announced that Paolo Sanchez will be handling the meeting display.
< Linda Nelson reported that she had sent the Masonic Lodge the 2nd half of the

payment for the rental of the building for our Annual Show. She noted that this year
there was an additional $800 deposit for potential damages. 

< Mark Nelson announced that he had placed an order for new PLS T-shirts. The
new shirts will have a breast pocket and he expects to receive them in time to bring
them to the March Workshop. He said that the average cost will allow us to sell
them at $15 each, as with previous orders.

< As a result of Victor Castellano’s offer to print banners at his cost, it was discussed
that there may be a need for either a 2x8 or 4x8 banner for Demonstrators, and for
a banner for the Kids Zone. A decision will be made following the show to order
any banners for next year.

< President Ferrell suggested moving the monthly meeting to Matt Denny’s every
month. Mona commented that there were no discount coupons for this restaurant
as there had been for Marie Calendars. Ellen said that she would talk with the
management.

Vice President's Report:
Mona Ross reported.
• Programs Report: The March program will feature Aaron Celestian from the Natural

History Museum. Rock of the Month: Jennifer Nishimura will speak on Blue Lace Agate 
 

• Mona reported that she had spoken with the Pasadena Central Library about doing an
educational display on minerals. She was told that it was certainly possible and that we
would have a 12 month lead time to prepare our exhibit.

Treasurer's Report:
• Linda Nelson reported that she is working on the 2016 year end and Audit Package. She

said that she had delivered the final 2015 audit material to the Trustees and that she is
working on a report for the first two months of 2017.

Federation Report:
• Federation Director Joe Goetz reported that there is an upcoming CFMS/AFMS show in

Ventura in June, also a judges training. There is an application on-line for those who
would like to enter a display. 

• Joe reported that he and Marcia had attended a Desert Advisory Council meeting on
February 24th. He felt that it was beneficial to the Society to have signed the “paleo” letter
last month. 
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Field Trip Report: 
• Joe Goetz reported that the March field trip would be to Lavic Siding and to the Thulite hill.

He said that he and Jay Valle had checked the site and determined that the roads and site
access were good.

Trustees Report: 
• The Trustees reported that they had received the 2015 audit materials from the Treasurer.

Bulletin Report:
• Director Mark Nelson stated that copies of the PLS bulletin had been mailed to recipients

via USPS, and requested that the directors’ reports be submitted by the 15th of the month.
• Mark said that the date to submit the 2016 Society Yearbook is March 10th.

Webmaster Report
• Mark Nelson reported that the website has been updated to ref lect current activities.
• He reported that the deadline for the Society’s entry in the CFMS / AFMS website contest

is March 24th.

Education/Display Report: 
• Director Ed Imlay reported that there were no scheduled presentations for March.
• Demonstrations for the 2017 Show are being scheduled and posted to the Show Page of

the web site.
• The birthstone for the month is Aquamarine. 
• Ed said that he has given his table lamps to Paolo Sanchez to use for future displays.
• President Ferrell thanked Ed for his years of service.

Membership Report
Director Marcia Goetz reported.
• A list of members in process was distributed for board review. 
• Linda Nelson added that two members had submitted requests for the last of the “purple

glass” and that she would bring them to the Workshop.

Show Report:
• Marcia Goetz deferred to the committee meeting at the March workshop, and requested

that the Treasurer be prepared for expense reimbursements at that time.

Ways & Means: 
Carolyn Duncan reported:

< The program meeting raffle tickets were selling well, netting between $80 and $100
each month. 

< She was asked by Armando to acquire material for the Silent Auction and may go
to Victor’s storage building to look for slabs. 

< She would like to do an inventory of the storage building once the weather clears.

Librarian Report:   
As Director Jennifer Jang was absent, there was no report.

Hospitality and Refreshments:
• Cindy Lamarche reported that she still needs refreshment sign-ups and will circulate a

sign-up sheet at the next meeting.
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• Cindy reported that her committee is working on a location and details for Society’s 4th

Annual Picnic on June 25th.

Sunshine:
Cindy Lamarche reported that Armando Pedroza was recovering from surgery and asked for
members to provide information for the column in the bulletin.

Workshop: 
Director Carolyn Duncan reported: 
• This next workshop will provide members with the opportunity to make liners for their

cases.
• We will be taking two “Genie” machines to the show from the workshop.
• Following a request, she will take money receipts home from the workshop for the

Treasurer to pick up from her.
• Elizabeth Weston announced that she had donated a Kindle for the workshop and will

bring it to this month’s meeting for members to review.

Historian/Publicity:
• Director Elizabeth Weston reported that our Twitter account was very active, with two

additional “followers” being added this day. 
• There was a discussion as to whether we should purchase advertising for the show and

it was determined that we would not do that this year. 

Old Business
A. Operating Regulations  

• Marcia Goetz asked for approval of the draft of the Operating Regulations. It was
determined that not everyone had seen the final draft. Joe Goetz moved that the
matter be tabled to a future meeting. Chris Kyte seconded the motion and it was
approved.

New Business
1. Bylaws Update – Ellen Ferrell noted that any potential bylaws changes will be evaluated

following approval of the draft Operating Regulations.

2. Member Handbook
• Marcia Goetz said that she has made some modifications to the member handbook

and will provide copies for the Board to review and comment.

3. Web Site
• President Ferrell stated that she had given Philip Lahr instructions to “shut down”

the PLS Yahoo Blog Site. There were objections that this had not been discussed
or approved by the Board. 

• The President stated that she wanted to set up an open page for blogs,
announcements and such. Mark Nelson said that he was investigating the options
with our website provider and will determine what the options were.

• President Ferrell said that she wanted the Webmaster to share the password for
the web site with the Board so that others could post information on the site.
Webmaster Nelson objected to this, stating his concern that damage to our web
site could be done, inadvertently, by people not proficient in web site management.
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• A discussion followed. It was urged that the password for the web site be given to
the Trustees and to all members of the board. Webmaster Nelson stated that, in
his opinion, this would be irresponsible and counter to the policy of the Federation
and other lapidary societies. He agreed to select two people from the Society to
leave the password with in the event that he should become disabled or otherwise
unable to carry out the responsibilities of web site management.  

4. PLS Anniversary Celebrations. 
• Historian Elizabeth Weston reminded the Board that we had just celebrated the Society’s

70th Anniversary and that the 75 th was not far away. 
• She said that we should make plans to celebrate it and suggested that we develop as

special anniversary logo for our 75th year. 
• Carolyn Duncan suggested an anniversary pin, and another idea was to add “Established

1946" to our logo.

 5. It was recognized that the next PLS Board Meeting will be Thursday, April 6, 2017 at 7:00
P.M.

Joe Goetz made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Chris Kyte. President Ferrell declared the
meeting to be adjourned at 9:07 P.M. Pacific Time and will notify the board members of the
location of the next meeting.

Respectfully submitted by

Mark Nelson
Secretary
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