
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
June 1, 2017  

A meeting of the Board of Directors (BOD) of the Pasadena Lapidary Society (PLS), a California
corporation, was held on Thursday, June 1, 2017 at 7:00 P.M., Pacific Time, at Matt Denny's Ale
House Restaurant, 145 Huntington Drive, Arcadia, CA 91006.

Present:
Officers - Ellen Ferrell, President; Mona Ross, Vice President; Mark Nelson, Secretary;  Linda
Nelson, Treasurer; Joe Goetz, Federation Director.
Chairs & Trustees - Carolyn Duncan, Chris Kyte, Joan Harrison, and Marcia Goetz.

Officers/Chairs/Directors Absent: Jennifer Jang and Elizabeth Weston. 

Also Present: Ben Shutman
Counsel Present:  There was no counsel present
Attendees participating via telephone or electronically: None

Call to Order:  President Ellen Ferrell called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M. and welcomed
everyone to the meeting. There was no request to electronically record this meeting.  Of the 11
voting Officers and Directors, 7 were confirmed present and a quorum was declared.

REPORTS
Secretary's Report:  
• Approval of the Minutes: Mark Nelson reported that the minutes of the board meeting of

April, 2017, had been previously distributed to Board members via email. Mark Nelson
moved approval, second by Linda Nelson  and approved with one correction to page one.

• May Minutes – there was no board meeting in May, 2017. Mona distributed notes of what
those present had discussed.

• Correspondence: Mark Nelson reported that we received a certificate of insurance from
Absolute Security, who performed security for PLS at this year’s show. 

Treasurer's Report:
Linda Nelson distributed a financial report. 
• Mona requested a multi-year analysis of the income and expenses by activity for the

annual show. Linda will create the report and send to board members.
• Carolyn Duncan moved to accept the report, second by Chris Kyte and it was accepted

as submitted. 

Vice President's Report:
Mona Ross reported that she has renewed the Society’s use of the Library for our monthly
Program Meeting. She also reported:
• She is planning a panel for the September Program Meeting on wire wrapping and would

like to be able to project techniques onto the big screen. Cori Solan will talk about
Benitoite. 

• The October Program Meeting will be on the 24th in lieu of the 17th. David Lacy will speak
on Opals.

• She is planning to schedule a speaker, Philip Chang, who will require a fee of $50. She
will email him for background material for the bulletin and web site.

• There is currently no speaker for November.
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Federation Report:
Federation Director Joe Goetz reported:
• He will be attending the CFMS Directors Meeting in Ventura this month.
• He asked that he be approved to vote as he determines appropriate on behalf of the

Society. A motion to grant this request was made by Mark Nelson, second by Mona Ross
and was approved. 

• He noted that his wife, Marcia, is the CFMS Secretary and will be at the Executive
Committee Meeting.

• Joe is in charge of the “Club Central” recruiting table and is asking for PLS volunteers to
help staff the table during times that he will assign us.

• Mark Nelson announced that the CFMS President has asked that he produce a Safety
Guide for use by the gem, mineral and lapidary societies in the California Federation. He
is scheduled to present it for approval to the  Executive Committee at the Ventura Show.

Field Trip Report: 
Joe Goetz reported that
• There are no field trips planned for June, July, August, September or December.
• He said that interested members may plan day trips, including a trip to Big Bear on the

weekend after Labor Day, and that they would be official Society trips.
• Mark asked if a self-guided trip to Searles Lake in October was a possibility and Joe said

it was.
• Ellen Ferrell commented that those attending the field trip to the Kramer Junction area had

a good time, attended by more than 50 people. They all enjoyed the trip to the Boron
Museum.

• Joe said that he did not know of the status of access to Opal Mountain and the possible
jurisdiction by Federal agencies. He will research to learn more and report back to the
Board.

Trustees Report: 
Marcia reported that there was nothing for this meeting from the Trustees.

Bulletin Report:
Mark Nelson reported that the bulletin had been completed, printed and sent to all members. 
• Mark requested that the directors’ reports be submitted by the 15th of the month.
• He said that he created a 2016 Yearbook for the Pasadena Lapidary Society and had

entered it into judging to receive recognition as an All American Club. He should receive
the results at the CFMS Show in Ventura and will announce them at the June meeting.

Webmaster Report:
Mark Nelson reported that the website has been updated to ref lect current activities.
• He said that he entered our web site into competitive judging and should know the results

at the CFMS Show in Ventura.

Display Report: 
Ellen Ferrell reminded the board that our new Display Table coordinator is (Junior Member)
Paolo Sanchez. She will ask that Paolo attend the monthly board meetings.

Education Report: 
Joan Harrison, our new Education Director, recapped three presentations that were done in May.
• May 11th – Joan presented at “Science Night” at Madison Elementary School in Pasadena.

Joan set up a demonstration table with rock and mineral samples and information about
PLS. Students used “clue cards” and magnifying glasses to identify, sort and classify
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specimens. The event was well attended.
• May 18th – Joan hosted a 90 minute workshop at the Sierra Madre Library’s STEAM club

after school. Students discussed the rock cycle and used clue cards and magnifying
glasses to identify, sort and classify specimens. The event was well attended and they
discussed how artists have used minerals as pigments in paints. Students used tempera
paints to make artwork about the rock cycle..

• May 19th – Ed Imlay gave a wonderful, hands-on, presentation to 4th graders at E.O.
Lawrence Elementary School. After learning about, and examining a variety of specimens,
students were delighted to watch a rock tumbling demonstration and choose their own
tumbled rocks. This was a 90-minute presentation and workshop to 26 students.

• Joan showed pictures of projects from the Sierra Madre STEAM Club and will send copies
to Mark for the Yearbook

Membership Report:
Marcia Goetz reported:
• Marcia asked for confirmation of 6 new members who were proposed in May. Mark

Nelson moved approval, second by Marcia Goetz, and it was approved.
• Mark asked a question of why Cori Solan’s name has not appeared on a membership or

bulletin list and noted that she was issued a membership badge.  Marcia said that this was
an oversight and that she was a member.  

• Ben Shutman asked why he had not been issued a membership badge and Marcia said
that she was not current in ordering them because she is waiting for information from the
members as to the magnet or pin mounting. 

• Marcia proposed three new members for approval: Gretchen Anderson, Bruce Graney
and Carole Sumler and moved approval, seconded by Mona Ross. and it was approved.

• Mark noted that Margo Farrin’s name was not on the list. He had previously sent the
application to Marcia and he asked that it be submitted for approval by the board at the
May meeting. Following a brief discussion Linda Nelson moved that she be added to the
membership list, second by Joe Goetz and it was approved.

• It was noted that all members, whether new or otherwise, are required to have a liability
waiver on file and that they must also receive a safety orientation prior to using the
workshop.

• Marcia distributed a list of members who had submitted applications but who have not
continued their activity. Robert Lee was among those on the list.

   
Show Report:
• Marcia Goetz reported that a vote by the membership to have a show in 2018 will be

needed at the June Program Meeting. 
• Marcia said that a wrap-up meeting for the 2017 show, last March, will be scheduled for

a future date.

Workshop: 
Carolyn Duncan reported:
• The June workshop will include instruction on drilling holes in stones.
• A new motor, costing about $500, for the 24" saw has been ordered from Covington.
• Mona Ross suggested that the Operating Regulations include a statement that only

members may attend the Workshop.

Ways & Means: 
Carolyn Duncan reported that there are no special events scheduled.
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Librarian Report:   
Director Jennifer Jang was absent and there was no report.

Hospitality and Refreshments:
Cindy Lamarche was absent.  It was noted that the location and details for Society’s Annual
Picnic, on June 25th, was in the bulletin and on the web site.

Sunshine:
Cindy Lamarche was absent and there was no report.

Historian/Publicity:
Elizabeth Weston was absent and there was no report.

Old Business
A. Operating Regulations  
• Operating Policy regarding memberships. After a discussion of the board members a

statement of our Operating Policy regarding memberships. Following a motion to approve
by Marcia Goetz, second by Linda Nelson, it was confirmed It was determined that:
I. Monies received with an application are considered non-refundable.
II. Application fees will be deposited by the treasurer as they are received.
III. Membership badges will be ordered and sent to new members immediately

following their acceptance by the board.
IV. All applicants will be required to participate in three Society activities. The nature

of those activities are intentionally left broad, but may include field trips, meetings,
fund-raising, maintenance, social activities such as the annual picnic or trip
scouting. Attendance at  Federation or regulatory meetings will be accepted with
prior approval.

• Mark Nelson said that he had read the draft of the proposed OpRegs document and had
noted other problems with the document. He distributed highlighted areas of problems and
said that he would make corrections to return to the board next month.

B. Member Handbook. Marcia said that once the OR’s are approved she will insert them into
a draft of a member handbook and provide the handbook to the board for review and
approval.

New Business
1. Marcia explained the CFMS Scholarship Committee and that a member of a club or

society can be selected to give a scholarship to an institution. She suggested that the PLS
nominate Ed Imlay for this recognition. Upon a motion to this effect by Joe Goetz, second
by Linda Nelson, it was approved. The board suggested that the draft of the nomination
be expounded upon prior to submitting it to CFMS.

2. By-Laws Committee  – tabled until a future date

3. Web Site  – tabled until a future date

Adjournment: Next Meeting – It was recognized that the next PLS Board Meeting will be
Thursday, July 6, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. in the same location as this meeting. President Ferrell
declared the meeting to be adjourned at 9:12 P.M. Pacif ic Time.

Respectfully submitted by

Mark Nelson, Secretary
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