
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
November 3, 2016   

A meeting of the Board of Directors (BOD) of the Pasadena Lapidary Society (PLS), a California
corporation, was held on Thursday November 3, 2016 at 7:15 P.M., Pacific Time, at Mimi’s Café,
500 Huntington Drive, Monrovia, California, 91016.

Present:
Officers - Ellen Ferrell, President; Mona Ross, Vice President: Mark Nelson, Secretary:  Linda
Nelson, Treasurer; Joe Goetz, Federation Director. 
Chairs & Trustees - Carolyn Duncan, Ed Imlay, Chris Kyte, Marcia Goetz.

Officers/Chairs/Directors Absent: Elizabeth Weston, Jennifer Jang.

Also Present: Victor Castellano
Counsel Present:  There was no counsel present
Attendees participating via telephone or electronically: None

Call to Order:  President Ellen Ferrell called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M.  There was no
request to electronically record this meeting.  Of the 11 Officers and Directors, 9 were confirmed
present and a quorum was declared.

REPORTS

Secretary's Report:  
• Minutes: The minutes of the board meeting of October 6, 2016 were distributed to

Board members at this meeting. Corrections and omissions were noted. 
Joe Goetz moved to accept the minutes as corrected, seconded by Chris
Kyte and was approved.

• Correspondence: Mark Nelson reported the following correspondence: 
– Bank of America - statement
– Gem Faire - Free admission passes to their December 9-11 show in Costa Mesa
Outgoing: None

• Ellen Ferrell commented that she had received an email advising that Bob Backus was
having a sale of rough rock material.

Treasurer's Report:
• Linda Nelson distributed a 10-month income statement and show budget. 
• The board and committee members reviewed each item and line item amounts were

adjusted. Linda will have an updated budget at the December meeting. Joe Goetz moved
to approve the preliminary budget, seconded by Chris Kyte and the motion was approved.

• The 2016 Show Report was reviewed with minor adjustments to the next show Budget.
Marcia asked for the start-up cash to be accounted for on the report. Linda will have this
at the next meeting.
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Vice President's Report:
Mona Ross reported.
• Programs Report: The November program is a video about mining in Bolivia and

Colombia.
• Rock of the Month: Will be Chris Kyte talking about Elestial Crystals.

Federation Report:
• Federation Director Joe Goetz reported that the BLM had received over 16,000 letters in

support of keeping public lands open for casual rock collecting. He said that there is a
movement to create mining districts within the National Monuments, and that the U.S.
Navy is asking for 600,000 additional acres in Nevada for training. 

• Joe asked for the Society to reimburse his mileage for attending the annual CFMS
Directors Meeting in Visalia the following weekend.  Mark Nelson objected, noting that
Marcia Goetz may have her mileage reimbursed by CFMS and suggested that, as Joe and
Marcia will be riding together that PLS not duplicate the reimbursement. Chris Kyte moved
that, in the event that Marcia does not receive a mileage reimbursement, that PLS will
reimburse Joe at the same rate that CFMS reimburses their officers and committee chairs.

Trustees Report: 
Chris Kyte said they are waiting for information from Linda to complete their audit of last
year’s financial records. Linda replied that she will attempt to complete the details
requested by the trustees in November.

Bulletin Report:
Director Mark Nelson stated that copies of the PLS bulletin had been mailed to recipients
via USPS, and requested that the directors’ reports be submitted by the 15th of the month.

Rockhound Of The Year:  
• Secretary Mark Nelson announced that, for the first time since the selection of the ROTY

had been in the hands of the members, there was a unanimous nomination of one person
for ROTY and one person for the Junior ROTY. 

• Victor Castellano, an elected member of the Democratic Central Committee, advised the
board that Robert’s Rules of Order allowed the election of a lone nominee by acclamation.
Chris Kyte responded that the Board does not always follow Robert’s Rules of Order.

• Speaking for those who did not want to accept the members’ selection, Ellen Ferrell said
that she wanted the members to have the ability to vote for someone who was not
nominated during the two-month nomination period.

• Mark called for approval by acclamation and so moved. Linda Nelson seconded the
motion. The ayes were 2, no votes prevailed.

• Ellen directed that a ballot be created that showed the member’s nominee and a place for
members to write-in another member’s name. 

• Mark and Mona were to work together to have the ballot posted to the web site and
distributed to the members via email and at the November meeting. They will count the
votes at some time before the next board meeting and announce the results at that time.

• They will act to have a suitable plaque made for the winners.
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Education/Display Report: 
Director Ed Imlay reported on planned presentations:. 
• On Friday 11/04/2016, Ed Imlay will talk to a Cub Scout Pack at the Scout House

in San Marino.
• On 11/09/2016, Jennifer Nishimura and Ed will support "Astronomy Night" at 

Washington STEAM Academy in Pasadena.
• The birthstone for the month is Citrine and Topaz
• There will not be a display at the December Meeting.

Field Trip Report:
Director Joe Goetz reported on two field trips this month:

• A field trip to Rainbow Ledge with the Ridgecrest club on November 6th.
• A field trip to Owens Valley over Thanksgiving.

Membership Report
Director Marcia Goetz reported.
• A list of members in process was distributed for board review. Kimberly Doyle, Megan

Heffner, Atticus Ing, Tennyson Kwok, Irene Leumg, Michael Perez, Tim Waldron, Terry
Waldron, Tanaka Noonan (Jr.) were approved as new members.

• She stated that there are another 6 individuals in the process of completing their three
activities.  

• An updated current membership application form was approved as submitted. 
• Marcia submitted a request for approval to order 90 additional vests. Mark Nelson, who

placed the previous order, noted that the vests were listed by “letter size”. He stated that
the previous order was placed using letter sizes and that it was his experience that the
actual sizes of vests received were smaller than expected. He requested that the vests
be ordered using U.S. “number sizes” and asked that Marcia return to the board with a
request for approval once that was completed. 

Show Report:
• Marcia Goetz reported that the committee had met last month and will meet again in

January.
• The purchase of a flashy grand prize was considered. Marcia made a motion to purchase

one at Quartzsite in an amount not to exceed $100. Ed Imlay seconded and the motion
passed.

• She is preparing a manual for future show chairs and will submit it to board members for
review prior to finalizing it.

Ways & Means: 
Carolyn Duncan reported that she will bring slabs for the November meeting raffle and asked for
other donations to make the drawing more exciting. 

Librarian Report:   
As Director Jennifer Jang was absent, there was no report.

Hospitality and Refreshments Report:
As Cindy Lamarche was absent, there was no report.

Sunshine:
As Cindy Lamarche was absent, there was no report.
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Workshop:
Director Carolyn Duncan distributed a paper badge in a plastic sleeve which documents that
members have received a safety orientation, rules and signed waivers. It met with approval by
the directors. 

Historian/Publicity:
As Director Elizabeth Weston was absent, there was no report. 

Old Business
A. Operating Regs Committee: Marcia Goetz reported that there had been a meeting of the

committee and asked for board members to send her any forms that they had. Mark
asked that the updated version of the regulations be emailed to board and committee
members.  

B. Government Affairs Representative: 
• Mark Nelson had previously nominated Victor Castellano to help the Society be

aware of ways that they could help educate and inform elected officials and
regulatory agencies with issues that affected recreational rock collecting. Mark
explained that Victor is an elected official serving on the Democratic Central
Committee and is well connected with people who are in a position to affect
legislation and regulations that pertain to our affairs.

• Joe Goetz objected, and said that it was illegal for non-profits to engage in such
activity. To prove his point, he distributed a one-page IRS document titled “The
Restriction of Political Campaign Intervention by Section 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt
Organizations and asked that Victor read it aloud. Mark questioned whether he was
speaking as an attorney or a representative of the Internal Revenue Service. 

• Victor read the document that Joe gave him and pointed out to the Board that the
IRS document that Joe Goetz distributed only referenced non-profit entities being
prohibited from donating money to the political campaigns of candidates for elected
office. It had nothing to do with non-profits or their members talking with legislators
and educating them about legislation affecting a non-profit’s interests and purpose,
and the IRS document specifically allowed non-partisan educational and forum
activity!

• Victor advised the Board that it was entirely proper for PLS members to contact
elected and appointed officials for the purpose of expressing their opinion and to
educate them about how the issues will affect them and rock collectors in general.

• The board agreed that PLS should be involved in legislation affecting lapidary
issues and that Victor would be an asset to our Society in doing so. He was asked
to join ALAA and to act as our liaison.

• Joe Goetz noted that there have been recent meetings of the Desert Advisory
group and suggested that Victor might be able to attend and help with the
advocacy process. 

New Business
1. 70th Anniversary Celebration – Elizabeth Weston and Marcia Goetz had drafted and 

submitted language for a commendation by the City of Pasadena honoring the PLS on
their celebration of 70 Years. Mark motioned its approval, second by Linda and was
approved. Marcia was asked to email a copy to Victor Castellano.
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2. Bylaws Update – Ellen Ferrell noted that bylaws changes are to be done in odd-numbered
years and asked for the board members to read the bylaws and to note any changes that
need to be made. She will appoint a Bylaws Review Committee next year.

3. Board Meeting Location
• Mark Nelson asked President Ferrell why we did not have a regular meeting place

for our board meetings. He noted it was now past 9pm and that the meeting had
been interrupted several times by noise from the kitchen here at Mimi’s. He said
that there was an air-conditioned meeting room available for our use at the
Pasadena Central Library where we could meet promptly from 7:00pm to 8:45pm. 
He said that an advantage of meeting there would be that, because our times were
restricted, the meeting would be more efficient, with agenda items handled
expediently and committee work handled outside of the board meeting.

• Ellen Ferrell said that she preferred not to drive to Pasadena and wants the board
meeting to be as close to Upland as it can be so that she doesn’t have to drive far
to get there. She also noted that she likes the socializing that goes on before and
during the meeting and wanted to have the board meetings at a restaurant. 

• Chris Kyte suggested meeting at The Monrovian restaurant, Victor Castellano said
that both Black Angus and Chili’s were also in Monrovia.

• Mark pointed out that, by the bylaws, the meeting place is determined by the
President - and the discussion ended.  

4. Rocks in storage at Victor Castellano’s 
• Mona Ross noted that it has been a number of months since the donated rocks

were transferred to Victor’s and asked what was being done to sort and sell these
rocks.

• Mark Nelson noted that a date of October 26th had been set for Ellen, Carolyn, Joe,
Marcia and Mark to visit the site and determine a process and manpower required
for sorting the rocks prior to sale. Carolyn had cancelled that date in the morning
of the 26th and set a date of November 3rd, with the five, and Linda Nelson, to meet
with Victor at the site at 4:30pm prior to the board meeting to work out what is to
be done to prepare the rocks for sale. Only Victor, Mark and Linda were at the site
for the meeting. With the other board members electing not to attend, no further 
determinations about the disposition of the material could be made.

• Carolyn apologized for forgetting the meeting and suggested inviting those PLS
members, who had helped to move the rocks, to come and help wash and sort the
rocks. Victor expressed his concern for 150 people in his yard and stated that he
wanted to be involved in the details of the work – as it affected his property.

• Ellen said that November and December were not good months for her to be
involved in the process and said that it would be rescheduled for January or
February.  

5. The next PLS Board Meeting will be Thursday, December 1, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. at a
location to be chosen and announced by Ellen Ferrell. 

In lieu of a motion to adjourn, President Ferrell declared the meeting to be adjourned at 9:24 P.M.
Pacific Time.
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