
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
BOARD of DIRECTORS MEETING

JULY 7, 2016

A meeting of the Board of Directors (BOD) of the Pasadena Lapidary Society 
(PLS), a California corporation, was held on Thursday July 7, 2016 at 7:19 P.M., 
Pacific Time, at Matt Denny's Ale House Restaurant, 145 E. Huntington Dr., 
Arcadia, CA , 91006.

Present:
Officers - Ellen Ferrell, President;  Mona Ross, Vice President; Linda Nelson, 
Treasurer; Joe Goetz, Federation Director.
Directors - Carolyn Duncan, Ed Imlay, Marcia Goetz , Jennifer Jang, Mark 
Nelson, Cindy Lamarche.

Officers/Chairs/Directors Absent: Elizabeth Weston.

Also Present: Victor Castellano and Cynthia Murphy were also present at this 
meeting.

Counsel Present:  There was no counsel present.

Attendees participating via telephone or electronically: none.

In the absence of a Secretary, Ed Imlay was requested to produce the minutes 
for the meeting.

Call to Order:  President Ellen Ferrell called the meeting to order at 7:19 P.M.  
There was no request to electronically record this meeting.  Of the 10 Officers 
and Directors, more than 7 were confirmed present and a quorum was declared.

REPORTS

Secretary's Report:  
Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting of May 5, 2016 have been 

approved.  A motion to accept the minutes of the meeting of June 2, 2016 was 
made by Carolyn Duncan and seconded by Joe Goetz.  The minutes of the June 
meeting were approved with the corrections noted by BOD members.

Correspondence: 
A letter from Cynthia  Murphy resigning from her position as Secretary.
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An invitation from the Mineralogical Society of Southern California for PLS 
members to join them at their Annual Picnic on August 21.
 
Treasurer's Report:

Treasurer Linda Nelson's distributed the monthly receipt/expenditure 
report for June 2016.    Also presented was a budget summary for the first six 
months of 2016; along with recommended revisions for the rest of the year.  The 
main revisions proposed were an increase in the workshop budget allocation, 
and the transfer of funds from the checking accounts to a certificate of deposit.  
Following some discussion, a consensus was reached on the amount ($5000) to 
be placed in a CD.  

The budget revisions were then approved on a motion by  Joe Goetz with 
a second by  Marcia Goetz.

All requested data for the 2015 Audit has been provided to the Trustees.

Vice President's Report:
Mona Ross stated that the program for July will be a video about 

rhodochrosite.  Except for November, programs have been scheduled for the 
remaining meetings of 2016.

Mark Nelson reminded the BOD members that the schedule of “Rock of 
the Month” presentations is posted on the PLS web site.

Federation Report:
Federation Director Joe Goetz stated that the annual CFMS Show will be 

held in Placerville,CA – on September 16, 17, and 18.  He warned that it will be 
difficult to find hotel and camping accommodations because of other events 
(particularly the Gold Panning Championships) scheduled at the same time as 
the CFMS Show.

Trustee Report:
The 2015 Audit is underway.  Receipt of the data from Treasurer Linda 

Nelson was acknowledged.  The next meeting of the 2015 Audit Committee (Joe 
Goetz, Marcia Goetz, Chris Kyte) is to be arranged.
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Bulletin Report:
Bulletin Editor Mark Nelson requested that news items be submitted by  

the 15th of the month.

Mark also reported that PLS submissions for the AFMS “All American” and
Bulletin competitions have been well received.

Education/Display Report:
Ed Imlay reported that no school visits are currently scheduled.
Monthly birthstone themes for the display table are: July, ruby; August, 

peridot.

Field Trip Report:
Director Joe Goetz reported that the field trip for July 9 will be a day trip to 

the Wrightwood area.  Opportunities for collecting actinolite, blue schist and 
dolomite are planned.  There will also be educational stops along the San 
Andreas Fault.  In addition, the trip coincides with the local celebration of 
“Mountaineer Days”.

Mark Nelson stated that the June field trip was very successful and there 
were no safety issues during the trip.  He and Linda displayed a new PLS 
banner.  One intended use for the banner is to identify camping / gathering 
locations on future field trips.

Victor Castellano indicated that he has a possible source for future 
printing, including banners.  Victor agreed to take samples of the fliers used for 
the       2016 PLS Show to his source and obtain a price estimate that would be 
applicable for 2017.

Membership Report
Marcia Goetz is interim Membership Director.  Membership applications 

have been received for John Brownwood, John Schwarze, James D. Grieffius 
and (wife) Mary Helen Grieffius.  

As a part of the discussion of the new applications, the decision of the 
BOD to not have a workshop visit as a  requirement for PLS membership was 
reviewed, but not modified.

Victor Castellano suggested  producing an orientation video and question 
sheet.  No action was taken on this suggestion. 
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On a motion by Mark Nelson and second by Mona Ross, the  four 
membership applications were approved, pending completion of the requirement 
to participate in three PLS activities.

The BOD was reminded that members must sign two liability waivers:  one
for PLS and one for the owners of the building used for the workshop.  Both 
waivers are then kept at the workshop.

 
Historian/Publicity:

There was no report.

Hospitality and Refreshments:
Cindy Lamarche reported that the annual PLS picnic that was held at 

Arcadia Park on June 23 was a success.

Ways & Means:
Carolyn Duncan reported that a new roll of tickets is needed for the raffle 

at the program meeting.  Joe Goetz has tickets in storage and will give her a roll.

Carolyn plans to sort through the recently acquired material for slabs and 
other items to be given as raffle prizes during the PLS General Meeting. 

Marcia Goetz asked about potential problems associated with a PLS Yard 
Sale at  Victor Castellano's property in Monrovia.  Victor stated that while a city 
permit will be needed (for a small fee), there should not be any problems.

Librarian Report:
There was no report.

Sunshine:
There was no report. 

Workshop:
Carolyn Duncan reported that she and Victor Castellano were able to 

transport the 55-gallon drum of saw oil; and, with some difficulty, move it into 
storage at Victor's building.

Carolyn also reported that the rental storage unit has been emptied, and 
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the material stored in Victor's building.  The items still need to be cleaned, sorted 
and priced.

There is an option to swap 24” saw blades.  Joe Goetz stated that he 
might be able to true the blade now on the saw at the workshop.

Mark Nelson reported that two electric motors from the workshop (a 1/3 hp
GE and a 1/2 hp Westinghouse) have been sent out for evaluation / repair.  The
repair shop recommends only repairing (rebuilding) the Westinghouse motor, at a
cost of $326.00.

The motion by Joe Goetz to repair the Westinghouse motor at a cost of 
$326.00 was seconded by Marcia Goetz, and approved by the Board.

Old Business

Operating Regs Committee:
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for August 11, or August 

25,2016.

New Business

The resignation of Secretary Cynthia Murphy was accepted  by  the BOD. 
The Board sincerely thanks Cynthia for her service to the Pasadena Lapidary 
Society.

The Nominating Committee (Carolyn Duncan, Chairperson; Linda Nelson; 
Joe Goetz; Marlene Kyte) will convene to find a new candidate for Secretary.

Linda Nelson, in response to a letter from Mark Nelson to the PLS BOD 
indicating his desire to become a candidate for the office of CFMS Treasurer, 
introduced a motion that the PLS BOD  provide Mark the support required by the 
CFMS.  The motion was seconded by Mona Ross.  Following a discussion 
period, President Ellen Ferrell directed that the decision of the BOD be 
determined via secret ballot, and appointed  Victor Castellano to count, and  
Cindy Lamarche verify the vote.  The vote count was in favor of Mark's 
candidacy.   The Board congratulates Mark, and will follow the CFMS  protocols 
to move this to the next level.
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Mona Ross asked if a drill press suitable for drilling holes in rocks might 
be added to the workshop equipment inventory.  Following discussion of safety 
issues and equipment maintenance, the consensus was that a drill press should 
not be provided for use at the workshop.  Carolyn Duncan will develop a 
workshop class to demonstrate techniques for safely drilling rocks.

Mark Nelson proposed that, in addition to certificates, badges and badge 
hangers be provided for the current group of PLS Life Members.  President Ellen 
Ferrell showed the certificates that Marcia Goetz has produced to the meeting 
attendees.  Joe Goetz made a motion for the purchase of badges and hangers; 
Linda Nelson seconded, and the Board approved.

Mark Nelson introduced a motion that PLS BOD not hold their normal 
monthly meeting for August,2016. Joe Goetz provided a second and the Board 
approved.

 Mark Nelson introduced a motion that celebration of the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the PLS be scheduled for the date of the December PLS 
meeting and party. Mona Ross provided a second and the Board approved.

President Ellen Ferrell announced that the Pasadena Library has 
approved all dates in 2017 requested by PLS ,except for November.

A motion to adjourn was made at 9:22 P.M. Pacific Time by Joe Goetz 
and seconded by Carolyn Duncan.
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