
PASADENA LAPIDARY SOCIETY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

September 1, 2016

A meeting of the Board of Directors (BOD) of the Pasadena Lapidary Society (PLS), 
a California corporation, was held on September 1, 2016 at 7:30 PM, Pacific Standard Time, 

at the Mimi’s Café Restaurant in Monrovia, California. 

Present:
Officers - Ellen Ferrell, President; Mona Ross, Vice President; Mark Nelson, Secretary; Linda Nelson,
Treasurer; Joe Goetz, Federation Director; Chris Kyte, Trustee; Marcia Goetz, Trustee.
Directors - Ed Imlay, Elizabeth Weston, Carolyn Duncan, 

Officers/Directors Absent: Jennifer Jang.

Also present were: Cindy Lamarche - Chair of the Hospitality and Sunshine Committees.
Counsel Present:  There was no counsel present.
Attendees participating via telephone: None.

Call to Order: President Ellen Ferrell called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  There was no notice of electronic
recording of this meeting.  Of the 11 directors, 10 were confirmed as being present.  A quorum was declared
and the meeting, having been duly convened, was ready to proceed with business.

REPORTS

President’s Report: 
• President Ellen Ferrell reviewed the agenda and welcomed everyone to the meeting.
 
Secretary’s Report: 

Approval of Minutes: Mark Nelson called for the approval of the minutes of the previous meeting (July
7, 2016). The minutes for the July meeting had been emailed and a copy was on hand for review.  Upon
a motion by Mark, seconded by Joe Goetz, the minutes were approved. 

Correspondence:  
• Tickets for entry to upcoming commercial gem shows have been received and will be

distributed at a general meeting.
• The bulletin for Lorraine Bauchiero has been returned with no forwarding address. This was the

second month. Mark will remove her from the mailing list.
• An application for membership from Tom and Terry Waldron (Mission Viejo) was received

with a note that they have attended two field trips and would like to be members of the Society.
Carolyn Duncan recommended that they be invited to the Workshop for an orientation before
consideration of membership. 

Vice President’s Report:  
• Mona Ross reported that September’s Program Meeting will be a presentation by Patrick Keegan.  He

will introduce us to the minerals and trips into Searles Lake with photos and sample specimens.  
• The Rock Of The Month talk will be by Janie Duncan who will present one of her favorite fossils -- the

Ammonite!
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Treasurer - Financial Report: 
•  Linda distributed the August Financial Statement, stated that there was no significant change in the

financial condition of the club, and explained pertinent points therein. Chris Kyte moved approval of
the report, seconded by Carolyn Duncan and it was approved.  

• She reported that there have been several miscellaneous expenditures in the past two months and that
all have been considered normal and within the budgets of the relevant committees. 

• Banking: A Certificate of Deposit in the amount of $5000 was opened at One West Bank by Ellen,
Mona, Mark and Linda - and signature cards at OWB were updated. The signature cards for the
checking accounts at Bank Of America have been updated to reflect Mona, Mark and Linda as signers.
Ellen, who has been ill, was not available to meet the others at the bank and will be added to the
account at a future date. 

Federation Report: 
• Joe Goetz reported that he and Marcia met other federation club representatives at the BLM office in

Barstow to attend a pre-regulation meeting regarding the Mojave Trails National Monument. He
showed examples of bulletin articles by Jennifer Nishimura and Paolo Sanchez that exemplified the
interest in earth science by our youth. 

• Joe and Marcia will be attending the CFMS Directors meeting at Placerville in September. The board
authorized a reimbursement of their round-trip mileage at the rate that CFMS reimburses its officers
and committee chairs. 

Trustees Report: Trustee Marcia Goetz reported that additional questions about the 2015 financial accounts
have been sent to Linda Nelson. Linda responded that she will endeavor to respond by the end of October and
requested that, in the future, all audit questions be submitted at one time. 

Bulletin Report: 
� Mark Nelson asked that articles for the bulletin be submitted by the 15th of the month.  
� He circulated the framed award that the Society received from the AFMS at this year’s AFMS

Convention. He reported that the Society was awarded First Place Gold. This is the highest award of
any lapidary club in North America and reflects the Society’s 2015 activities.

� Harold Vannatta told members at the August meeting that he was receiving two bulletins and asked us
to correct that. Mark will correct it in future issues.

Education Report:  Ed Imlay reported that he just finished a presentation to the Washington S.T.E.A.M.
Academy in Pasadena.  He is accepting speaking engagements for September and October.  He reminded
members to bring examples of this month’s birthstone (Sapphire and Tourmaline) to the September Program
Meeting and that October’s birthstone is Opal.

Membership Report: Acting Chair Marcia Goetz reporting.
• Membership rosters were distributed for comment and editing.
• Also distributed was the status of those individuals showing an interest in joining the Society.
• Several prospective members  were identified as having their application fees refunded for non-

participation. Linda will refund those application fees. 
• A discussion ensued regarding what activities a prospective member needed to complete before

acceptance. It was determined that a working focus-group session was needed to codify the rules.
• The 2017 dues structure was restated as: 

$25 for a single member
$10 for each additional adult member in the same household.
$10 for each junior member in the same household as the adult member. 
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• The application of David and Bonnie Lacey (Covina) was discussed. Marcia moved approval for
membership. It was seconded and approved by majority vote. It was noted by directors that they have
not yet visited the workshop and that this requirement needed to be clarified.

• Marcia asked Mark to prepare a new membership application.
• Marcia asked for board approval to order new vests at a cost of $699, as well as new shirts and

membership cards.  Mark noted that we have about 400 membership cards on hand. He also cautioned
that the vests ordered from China tend to run small - as if they were using EU sizes in lieu of US sizes.
Mark also suggested that the existing shirts be inventoried and that  members be polled as to what sizes
they would like. He noted that large orders can be placed with Create-A-Tee on the Internet. He said
that there is a company in Oxnard (T-Shirt Warehouse) that has shirts in our color at wholesale prices
and that TAS in Glendora can screen a logo on them. No funds were approved for vest, shirt or card
purchase.

Hospitality Report:
• Cindy Lamarche and Linda Nelson said that they were unable to give a detailed report of venues for our

70th Anniversary due to being stopped by President Ferrell. Elizabeth Weston asked why the directors
don’t have a more complete report as directed in the July board meeting - that research on the 70th venue
be made and reported to the board in September. The  president replied that she had made an
independent decision to stop the process.  Mark Nelson expressed concern that any board member,
including the president, be able to reverse the decision of the board and requested that it not happen
again.

• Chris Kyte suggested that the Lake Avenue Church may have available rooms and should be considered
for the 70th celebration.

• Cindy and Linda said that, based on the limited research that they had been able to do before stopped,
they recommend that the Society attempt to have the anniversary celebration at The Lodge At Sierra
Madre. They asked for board approval to book the venue for early December. Following a brief
discussion Joe Goetz moved approval, seconded by Chris Kyte and approved by the board.

Workshop Report: 
• Carolyn Duncan reported that there was a great turnout at the August workshop, and thanked Mark

Nelson for working all day in the 100 degree temperatures to get the evaporative coolers working. 
Mark identified a few leaks in the interior piping that can be repaired before the next workshop and
suggested that the minimal glue and fittings be reimbursed from the workshop cash box.

• Carolyn reported that she bought 8" and 6" saw blades for the workshop - about $90 - from the Kingsley
North Company.

• Mark reported that the ½ hp rock saw motor which the board approved to have rebuilt at a cost of $326
was completed and returned to the Society. It looks like new and only cost $100 - a donation by the
motor shop employees.

• Carolyn will be teaching how to drill holes in stones at the September Workshop.

Field Trip Report: Presented by Joe Goetz.
• September’s field trip to is to Holbrook, Arizona, from September 2nd to 5th. Attendees will visit the

Petrified Forest, Meteor Crater and collect at various free and fee locations. Mark Nelson and Carolyn
Duncan are leading the trip. .

• October’s field trip will be to Searles Lake in conjunction with the Searles Lake Gem & Mineral
Society’s GEM-O-RAMA.  It will be an “on-your-own” trip, without a leader from our club.

• On October 22nd there will be a field trip to the Whittier Claim, the “Wide Spot In The Road” and other
areas east of Barstow.
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Donations: Reported by Carolyn Duncan - Ways and Means Chair
• Jon Snyder wants to donate rocks from his father’s collection. George Snyder was an active member

of the PLS. Mark made the initial contact and Carolyn will follow up after the September field trip. It
was the general consensus of the board to accept the donation. Chris Kyte moved approval, seconded
by Joe Goetz and the donation was approved.

• The Mineralogical Society of Southern California donated two oak-framed glass display cases. They
will be put in storage until we can determine the best use for the cases. Mark will draft a “thank you”
letter to the MSSC.

Ways & Means Report: 
• Carolyn Duncan reported that $80 was raised at the last workshop on the sale of beads. 
• She found some nice material at the workshop flat-lap storage area that she can use to demonstrate at

the workshop. 
• She reported that she would like to sell surplus beads and cabochons at a class taught by PLS member

Bon Paphatsarang. Mark made a motion to that effect, second by Joe and approved.

Publicity Report: Elizabeth Weston reported that public interest in the Society continues to grow and that she
will post the Society’s great First Place Gold achievement from the AFMS on the Facebook and Twitter
accounts. 

Library Report: There was no library report.

Historian’s Report:    Elizabeth Weston reported that she will be soliciting help to produce a written
publication for the Society’s 75th Diamond Jubilee. The directors expressed support for her idea and efforts.

Show Report: 
• Show Chair, Marcia Goetz, reported that raffle tickets have been printed and need to be stapled into

books of 6. 
• The flyers were printed and the Masonic Center reserved. Publicity is in the works. 
• There will be a Show Committee meeting at 10:00am on Saturday, October 29th at Arcadia Park.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Goetz Allegations. President Ferrell reported that she had reviewed the assertions by Marcia and Joe

Goetz which were addressed to the Nelsons at the July Board Meeting. Their assertion was that Mark
and Linda Nelson had conspired to use Society funds without approval - that they had, without
approval, ordered 10 field trip signs and 2 banners for the Society and had the Society pay for them.
This was despite the Nelsons’ repeated statements that they had personally paid for the signs and had
donated them to the Society. 
President Ferrell reported that she had found no foundation for the assertions and referred the directors
to the March, 2016, board meeting where the Nelsons requested and received approval to donate the
items to the Society. 

Joe Goetz apologized to the Nelsons and the board and stated that he had received the false information
from a person that he trusted. Mark Nelson requested that any questions regarding a suspected
impropriety within the Society first be directed to the Society President to investigate, determine its
validity and propose a resolution. 

2.  Yahoo Blog Group. It was suggested that the Society discontinue the use of the Yahoo Blog Group
and find a way to incorporate it into the Web Site.  Mark Nelson noted that Ben Shutman was now a
member of the Web Site Committee and that they will see what options there are.
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3. Yearbook. Mark requested that the board allocate $100 to publish two copies of the 2015 Yearbook.
He also requested that the board allocate $100 for the preparation and submittal of the 2016 Yearbook. 
Joe Goetz made a motion to allocate these funds, seconded by Chris Kyte and it was approved.

4. Government Affairs Representative: Mark Nelson recommended Victor Castellano to represent the
Society in discussions with regulatory and other government officials on issues affecting the Society.
Victor would need to be kept updated on the issues. The board asked Mark to discuss it with Victor.

5. Board Meeting Location: Mark Nelson reported that there is meeting space available on the first
Thursday at a church in Glendora and at the Pasadena Central Library. He reported that the meeting
rooms are air-conditioned and that the room at the Library is available from 7pm to 8:45pm. Ellen
Ferrell will consider these locations for the October meeting.

6. Special Recognition Program:  Linda Nelson proposed a program of “Special Recognition” for those
Society members who contribute substantially to the Society each year. Valerie Stathatos and her
workshop space was used as an example. No action was taken and it was deferred to a future meeting
in order to allow the directors to consider the proposal.

Adjournment: The President asked for any further business to be heard before adjournment. There being no
further business to come before the meeting she announced that the next Board Of Directors meeting would
be Tuesday, October 6th, 2016 at a location to be determined.  A motion to adjourn was made by Chris Kyte,
seconded by Elizabeth Weston, and approved by the Board.  President Ellen Ferrell declared the meeting to be
adjourned at 9:45PM, Pacific Standard Time.

Respectfully submitted,

  Mark Nelson                                  

Mark Nelson, Secretary
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