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April's birthstone is remarkably    

simple in composition, yet stunning 

in its unique ability to reflect and  

refract light into flashes of   brilliant 

color.  Ancient Hindus, finding dia-

monds washed out of the ground after 

thunderstorms, believed they were 

created by bolts of lightning.  They 

called the Diamond "Vajra," meaning 

lightening, both because of the sparks 

of light thrown off by this gem as 

well as its invincible strength. The 

Diamond is harder than any other 

substance on earth.  

 

Some diamonds seem to have lived 

lives of their own. One legendary 

stone of the diamond hall of fame is 

the Koh-i-noor whose history is 

shrouded in time. It is believed to be 

5,000 years old, and was featured in 

the great Sanskrit epic "The Mahab-

harata". Originally owned by the   

Rajah of Malwa in India, the Koh-i-

noor has been a player in victories 

and defeats spanning  India, 

Persia and Afghanistan. It 

was in the possession of the 

great Mogul dynasty from 

1526 to 1739, its owners in-

cluded Shah  Jehan who built 

the Taj Mahal in memory of 

his queen - Mumtaz. The 

Persian invader Nadir Shah 

briefly possessed it until his 

assassination in 1747. The 

jewel then fell into the hands 

of Afghan rulers who eventu-

ally surrendered it to the   

Rajah of Punjab, Ranjit 

Singh. 

 

Two years after Ranjit 

Singh's death in 1839, Punjab 

became part of India under 

British rule. The stone was 

presented to Queen Victoria 

who had it cut from its origi-

nal 187 carats to 108 carats 

….. Continued on Page 7…. 

The Millennium Star, the world's second biggest flaweless diamond (203 carats) shown here 

with other famous diamonds in a 2003 Smithsonian exhibition with (clockwise) the Allnatt  

101-carat yellow, Ocean Dream, the Moussaieff Red, the Pumpkin, the Heart of Eternity and 

the Steinmetz Pink. 



General Meetings are held 

on the third Wednesday of 

the month at 7:30pm at the 

Sierra Madre Masonic 

Center, 33 E. Sierra Madre 

Blvd, Sierra Madre.  

Guests are welcome! 

 

Field Trips are scheduled 

each month.  Refer to the 

newsletter for weekend and 

location.   

 

Workshops are offered to 

all members - normally on 

the first Sunday of each 

month.  Refer to the      

Membership is $17 per 

calendar year and includes 

one copy per family of the 

monthly club newsletter.  

Renewals are due by the 

December General Meeting.  

Mail membership checks to 

the address on page 8. 

 

Board Meetings are held at 

7:30pm on the first Wednes-

day of the month at the for-

mer IndyMac Bank on the 

northeast corner of Santa 

Anita and Foothill in Arca-

dia.  All PLS members are 

welcome to attend. 

announcement in the news-

letter for the hours.  Location 

is 252 Bella Vista in Pasa-

dena.   

 

Workshops and field trips 

are for adult members and 

children with parental super-

vision.  Eye protection and 

closed-toe shoes are manda-

tory for all participants. 

 

The Annual Show is held 

the second weekend of 

March at the Masonic Hall, 

3130 Huntington Dr San 

Marino. 

Membership and Meeting Locations 
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FAIR USE NOTICE. This 

publication may contain 

copyrighted material the use 

of which has not been 

specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner.  

 

We are making such material 

available in our efforts to 

advance the educational 

understanding of the amateur 

jewelry fabrication and rock 

collecting and hobbies and 

the environment in which 

such specimens are found.   

 

We believe this constitutes a 

'fair use' of any such 

copyrighted material as 

provided for in section 107 

of the US Copyright Law.  

 

If you wish to use material 

from this publication for 

commercial or purposes of 

your own that go beyond 'fair 

use', you must obtain 

permiss io n fro m the 

copyright owner.  

President’s Message 

Newsletter Articles or 

corrections should be sent 

to the editor:   Mark Nel-

son, 1475 Paseo Maravilla, 

San Dimas  91773.  (909) 

592-1322 or to mnelsonair 

@aol.com 

April  General  Meeting 

March is here and 

spring is in the air. 

The Show was a 

great success and 

people were enjoy-

ing themselves.   

 

I am proud of all of you that 

gave your time and effort to the 

working of a great show that was 

put on. 

 

Thanks again.  I look forward to 

seeing all of you and meeting our 

newest members at the next     

meeting. Well done everybody!  

…… Drew Wilson 

 

After helping in a small way with  

my first show I can appreciate the 

hard work that the volunteers gave 

to support the club.  I know I speak 

for the entire club when I express 

our thanks to Joe and Marcia 

Goetz for chairing this year’s show 

and for all of the members who 

gave their time. …….. editor  

We will have a lovely dis-

play of slabs for our April 

21st meeting— Our Major 

Prize will consist of the 

winner’s choice of a pink 

Plume agate  from Idaho 

or a colorful moss agate 

from the Maury  moun-

tains of Oregon 

 

The other prize slabs will 

be a choice of Montana 

dendritic agate, the famed 

Arizona petrified wood, 

two green-white plume    

agates from Wiley’s Well, 

ricolite from Arizona, red 

spotted jasper from Four 

Corners and a moss agate 

nodule from Oregon —   

Sylvia and Vern Cliffe. 

First Aid For Field Trips.  
How to care for common field 

trip injuries, snake, scorpion 

and spider bites, heat emer-

gencies, bandaging and how 

to prepare a basic first aid 

kit — will be presented 

by an Emergency Medical 

Technician Instructor for 

the Los Angeles County 

Sheriff’s Department’s 

specialized Mountain 

Rescue Teams.   This will 

be a good hands-on pres-

entation for members, 

families and guests.  If 

you have bandages or a 

first aid kit -  bring them 

to discuss and learn how 

to use them! 

Door Prize Drawing 

Program 

Special Appreciation 



AMMONITES 

EDUCATIONAL   OUTREACH 

Ed Imlay visited the E. 

O. Lawrence Elementary 
School in Garden Grove on 
March 1.  Then, on March 
9, a presentation was made 
to a group of young readers 
at the Temple City Library. 
 
If you know of a class that 

would like a presentation 

from Ed, please contact 

him at edimlay @ hot-

mail.com. 

DISPLAY  TABLE 

For the April meeting, please display any 

items of general interest, especially: 

workshop projects, material from        

locations of recent or upcoming field 

trips, or birthstone items.  The alternate 

birthstones of the month include any du-

rable white gem such as Quartz, White 

Zircon, White Topaz, White Sapphire, 

Petalite, etc.  

This is also an opportunity to bring an 

unknown rock,  fossil or  mineral for 

identification by other   members.  Bring 

a little sign asking for help identifying it 

and bring lighting and a cord if you can. 
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Ed’s Corner 

Ed Imlay at local schools 

APRIL   WORKSHOP 

Ammonites are an extinct group of marine animals 

belonging to the cephalopod subclass.  They are excel-

lent index fossils, and it is often possible to link the 

rock layer in which they are found to specific geologi-

cal time periods.  The closest living relative of the 

Ammonite is not the modern Nautilus which they 

somewhat outwardly resemble, but rather the subclass 

Coleoidea - octopus, squid, and cuttlefish.  

 

Their fossil shells usually take the form of       

planispirals.  Their name came from their spiral shape 

as their fossilized shells somewhat resemble tightly-

coiled rams' horns.  Pliny the Elder (79 A.D.) called 

fossils of these animals ammonis cornua ("horns of 

Ammon") because the Egyptian god Ammon (Amun) 

was typically depicted wearing ram's horns. 

 

 

The April workshop will be on April 4th and will be from 12:30pm until 5:00pm.  This month’s workshop will 

be an open day. It is to re-start projects that you have not been able to work on, or to begin a completely new 

project. I look forward to meeting any new members that come. We have stone for newcomers to work on and 

start on the wonderful new journey of crystals and minerals. 

 

Drew Wilson – Workshop Chairperson 

Did You Know... 
It was once believed that ammonites were 

snakes that had been turned to stone by St. 

Hilda.  Local craftsmen used to carve snakes' 

heads on ammonites to perpetuate the myth. 
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HIMALAYA & BLUE LADY 

TOURMALINE  MINES 
 

The April 24th and 25th field trip is 

an easy one or two day trip to the 

pegmatite formations near Pala to search for pink 

and green tourmalines, quartz crystals, lepidolite, 

topaz, morganite, and other gems.  Saturday we will 

meet at 8:30am at the world’s most famous tourma-

line mine, the Himalaya Mine.  On Sunday we will 

explore the Blue Lady Mine (not named because 

some lady held her breath until she turned blue, - but 

for the unique blue tourmaline found there. 

 

Where: The dig/sift site is located 20 miles east of 

Pala at 26439 Highway 76, Santa Ysabel, CA at 

LAKE HENSHAW RESORT.  

 

Cost: This popular site is likely to limit attendance.  

To negotiate a discounted admission rate we need a 

head count ASAP.  Call Joe Goetz at (626) 914-

5030 or at joenmar@verizon.net. The normal rate is 

$75 per adult, 12 - 15 year olds 1/2 price, under 

12 years old free. Special Rates: Seniors 65+ 

years and military are $60.  What you need: 

muddy shoes, sun hat, gloves, plastic baggie to 

put tourmalines in, old toothbrush for scrubbing 

tourmalines, lunch and plenty of drinking water. 

We will provide all tools for 

digging at no extra charge!  

 

For those who choose to make 

an over-nighter of it lodging 

and camping is available at 

Lake Henshaw Resort. House-

keeping Cabins are equipped 

with all cookware, dishes, linens, utensils, refrig-

erator, gas stove, coffee pots and heat.  They can 

sleep from 2 to 6 or 7 people and are priced ac-

cordingly. Tent Camping and R/V sites are avail-

able - one R/V and one tow vehicle $25.00 per 

day.  760-782-3501  or 782-3487. 

 

Other lodging is available in Julian, Warner 

Springs Ranch and in Fallbrook.  Casinos in the 

area include Pala, Pechenga, Barona, and the 

Santa Ysabel Casino. 

 

Hope to see you there! 

……….. Somewhere in California going 

Field Trips 

MOON TRIVIA  - If your are collecting dia-

monds or tourmalines by the light of the full moon, 

the full moon for this month, April, will be on the 

28th.  In our country this moon is variously known 

as the Sprouting Grass Moon, Pink Moon, Egg 

Moon, Fish Moon, Seed Moon and Waking Moon. 

Mineral collecting is a lot like 
paying taxes ...… you work 
hard and end up in the hole! 

Directions:   Take the 210, 10 or 60 Freeways east 

to I-15 South toward San Diego.  About 10 miles 

south of Temecula, take CA-76 east toward Pala.  

Continue 24 miles and look for a handmade sign 

for the diggings turnoff.  If you miss it, go to the 

Lake Henshaw Office and ask them directions.  

You should not have to pay a fee to enter if you 

are just going to the digging site.  
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ROCK & MINERAL TERMINOLOGY - 

PART TWO 

 

Anthracite   A hard, jet-black coal that devel-

ops from lignite and bituminous coal through 

metamorphism, has a carbon content of 92% to 

98%, and contains little or no gas. Anthracite 

burns with an extremely hot, blue flame and 

very little smoke, but it is difficult to ignite and 

both difficult and dangerous to mine.  

 

Arragonite is a group of minerals belonging to 

the carbonate group that are isomorphous with 

one another. They all crystallize in the ortho-

rhombic system, exhibit good cleavage 

(although not as good as the members of the 

calcite group), have a weak double refraction 

in transparent specimens, and commonly inter-

grow in three individuals  forming six sided 

trillings.  

 

Isomorphous - Having the same crystal form, 

except for the fact that different elements are 

present. If two minerals are isomorphous to 

each other, than they contain different elements 

arranged in the same arrangement and number, 

such as Calcite (CaCO3) and Siderite 

(FeCO3). 

 

Trilling    Intergrowth of three 

orthorhombic crystals that twin 

at the center and form a   hex-

agonal shaped crystal.  

 

Asbestos   Fibrous minerals of the amphibole 

group, as well as fibrous Serpentine, are 

known as asbestos.  

 

Banding    The presence 

color zoning lines, or 

"bands", in some minerals. 

Rocks with this character-

istic are described as be-

ing "banded"  

 

Basalt    The dark, dense, aphanitic, extrusive 

rock that has a silica content of 40% to 50% 

and makes up most of the ocean floor. Basalt is the most 

abundant volcanic rock in the Earth's crust.  

 

Bipyramid    Crystal shape in form with a plane dividing 

a crystal into two pyramids base to base. Crystals exhibit-

ing this are described as bipyramidal.  

 

Bladed    Crystal habit describing flat, elongated, "knife-

like" crystals. Like those of Kyanite 

 

Botryoidal    Aggregate resembling a cluster of grapes. 

Also known as globular. Rounded agglomerations of bot-

ryoidal aggregates are smaller than reniform agglomera-

tions and considerably smaller than mammilary agglom-

erations.  

 

Boule    Synthetic gems created from molten liquids 

placed in tear shaped molds to crystallize, leaving them 

with a tear-like form. Mostly applied to synthetic Rubies 

and Sapphires.  

 

Brass    Man-made alloy of copper and zinc. In the olden 

times, any alloy of copper was known as brass. Most 

brass of the olden days was an alloy of copper and tin. 

See also bronze.  

 

Breccia    A clastic rock composed of particles more than 

2 millimeters in diameter and marked by the angularity of 

its component grains and rock fragments.  

April 10-11--LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA: Show; 

Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Club; Lancaster High 

School, 44701 32nd St. W, between Lancaster Blvd. and 

Ave. J; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5 free admission 

 

April 24-25--NEWBURY PARK, CALIFORNIA: 36th 

annual show, "Pageant of a Thousand Gems"; Conejo 

Gem & Mineral Club; Borchard Park Community Center, 

190 Reino Rd., at Borchard Rd.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4:30; 

free admission 

 

April 30 - May 2--BISHOP, CALIFORNIA: Eastern 

Sierra Gem & Mineral Show; Lone Pine Gem & Mineral 

Society; Bishop Fairgrounds on Sierra St.; Fri. 6-9, Sat. 

9:30-4, Sun. 10-3; free admission 

LOCAL ROCK AND GEM SHOWS: 

http://www.minerals.net/glossary/terms/c/crysform.htm
http://www.minerals.net/mineral/carbonat/calcite/calcite.htm
http://www.minerals.net/mineral/carbonat/siderite/siderite.htm
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Navarro’ Creations  

A Hidden Gem 
Have you ever leafed through a magazine and seen 

jewelry so attractive that you said to yourself ― I 

wish I had one like that!‖   

You probably thought that you could never afford 

something as flashy and extravagant as the one worn 

by the magazine model.  Well, in fact, you can.  

Navarro’s Creations is a hidden gem - right here in 

Pasadena!   

 

F r o m  h e r  f u l l y 

equipped studio on 

Mentor Street, Emilly 

Navarro specializes in 

creating unique and dynamic jewelry that matches 

what you can find in any fashion magazine - but at a 

fraction of the cost.  Similarly, if you have an idea 

for a ring, bracelet, tie tack or earring she will sit 

down with you and finalize the design.  Gold, both 

14 and 18 karat is her preferred metal, and she has 

sources for gems and stones that can make your 

dreams come true! 

 

When your editor was first at her design studio 

Emilly Navarro was creating a pair of cufflinks from 

a magazine ad that a customer had brought her.  The 

next day when I was there she was taking delivery of 

shaped Lapis Lazuli stones from her stone        

craftsman.  The  resulting 

gold and blue cufflinks 

were stunning. 

 

Navarro's has been in 

Pasadena for 21 years 

and offers a large variety 

of original fine hand 

woven jewelry, like the 

ones pictured on this 

page 

 

Navarro’s Creations is located at 18 N. Mentor in 

Pasadena.  Let Emilly Navarro create something 

for you!  Give her a call at (626) 577-2077 and 

bring her your dream design for a free quote.  Be 

sure to let her know you heard about her from the 

Pasadena Lapidary Society for special discounts.   

Open Monday - Saturday, 10am - 6pm 

 

You Might Be a Rockhound If 

 Your wife knows you are down in the basement 

sorting rocks but can't quite find you nor does she 

remember that pretty wall down there. 

 Your local rock shops send you get well cards 

when you don't stop by in more than a week. 

 The baggage handlers at the airport know you by 

name and refuse to help with your luggage. 

 The local university's geology department asks 

permission to hold a field trip in your back yard. 

 
This list was written by members of the gm editors email Swap Group.  

Contributors included Mel Albright, Richard Busch, Betty Commean, Dan 

Imel, Bob Keller, Paul Kline. 

Safety First:  Unlike this Tucson golfer who went 

out-of-bounds …... 

when rock collect-

ing   always be 

aware of your   

surroundings.   

 

It took the EMT’s 

over 3 hours to   

remove the cholla  

cactus before they 

could transport him 

to the hospital. 
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Diamonds  In  Ancient Texts 
 
Diamonds have a long and illustrious history which is de-

scribed in many ancient texts. The oldest Arab writings on 

mineralogy (350 BC) describe how Alexander the Great 

sought the valley of the diamonds: "It lies in the Eastâ€¦ 

and is so deep that human eyes cannot see the bot-

tom." (Kuntz 89) Tales of diamonds often appeared in 

early mystic allegories such as Voyages of Sinbad. Roman 

poets too extolled the mythical qualities of diamonds for 

their raw power. Damigeron states, "When you have     

obtained it, it will make you unconquerable by enemies, 

opponents and evil-doers, and over-bearing men, for you 

will be shone terrible in every way." (Kuntz 80)  

Birthstone …….  

in an attempt to further enhance its beauty. After 

her death, the diamond became 

part of the     British Regalia, and 

was worn by Queen Elizabeth, the 

Queen Mother in her 1937 coro-

nation. Today, the Koh-i-noor 

diamond is worn as a brooch by 

the Queen Mother on ceremonial occasions. 

 

No more notable it its uncut state than a plain 

pebble upon the beach, the true beauty of the 

Diamond was not revealed until the 16th        

century, when gemstone cutting and polishing 

techniques were perfected. Prior to this time, it 

was considered taboo to modify the original state 

of a Diamond.  During the middle ages, these 

gemstones were thought to heal illness, but only 

if the ailing person took the Diamond into bed to 

warm it up first!  

 

There are many kinds of diamonds: transparent, 

translucent or opaque; ranging from colorless to 

sooty black, with many colors in between. 

Mostly transparent diamonds, colorless or tinted, 

are used as jewelry. Others are used widely in 

industry. The color of a diamond depends on the 

kind of impurities embedded inside it. Yellow 

diamonds, for example, betray minute quantities 

of nitrogen, while boron imparts a bluish hue. 

 

Diamonds are the rich cousins of graphite, both 

crystalline forms of pure carbon.  Diamonds are 

found in alluvial deposits -- gravel swept by 

streams, rivers, glaciers and ocean currents. They 

are also found in sedimentary rock where gravel 

deposits and organic material have been       

compressed into rock. Diamonds can be found in 

some samples of kimberlite -- a type of volcanic 

rock first identified in Kimberly, South Africa. 

Diamonds found in kimberlite are thought to be 

very old, perhaps as much as three billion years 

old. Tiny flecks of diamond have even been 

found inside meteorites -- bits of rocky space 

debris that land on Earth. 

 

Our Sponsors 

These companies have been selected because the    prod-

ucts they carry are unique and of real value to our mem-

bers. Make a point to visit their showrooms!   Mention 

the Pasadena Lapidary Society for special   discounts! 

 

FARRIN  O’CONNOR  DESIGN 
146 W. Bellevue Drive, Pasadena 

 

This is another ―hidden gem‖ for those 

interested in lapidary and jewelry work.  

A fully-stocked store with books, tools, 

beads and findings awaits you.  Learn 

how to make jewelry from nothing-to-

finish in their one-day classes.   See up-

coming classes and instructors at 
www.farrinoconnordesign.com/classes 
Or call them at (626) 796-5300.  Free 

parking in a fenced lot. 
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RETURN  SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

April 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

Work Shop 

5 6 7      

Board  

Meeting 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15  Tax Day - 

Rockhounds 

refer to page 4 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 

General  

Meeting 

22 23 24  Field Trip to 

Tourmaline 

Mines 

25  Tourmaline 

Mines field trip 

26 27 28 
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29 30  


